
 
 
 

S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  A c a d e m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Report to Senate - Meeting of April 28, 2011 

 
Proposal to introduce a Medieval Studies Minor/General Plan in the 

Faculty of Arts and Science 
 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  
 
The proposal to introduce a Medieval Studies Minor/General Plan in the Faculty of Arts 
and Science was reviewed by the Senate Committee on Academic Development (SCAD) 
at its meeting of April 6, 2011.  H. Horton, Associate Dean, Faculty of Arts and Science, 
attended the SCAD meeting to speak to the proposal and to answer questions from 
members of SCAD.  Members of SCAD were also provided with background 
documentation provided by the Faculty of Arts and Science.  A copy of the 
documentation is attached to the report.   
 
A n a l y s i s  a n d  D i s c u s s i o n  
 
The following highlights are noted: 

• The Medieval Studies Minor/General Plan will replace the current Medieval 
Studies Special Field Plan (SPF).  Enrolment in the SPF was recently suspended 
pending an academic review.  The review revealed that interest in Medieval 
Studies was high but the current format for the SPF was unsustainable; 

• The introduction of a Minor/General in Medieval Studies aligns with the 
Faculty’s strategy to facilitate access to important and sustainable courses that 
appeal to interested students; 

• The introduction of a Minor/General will allow students to pair a Minor in 
Medieval Studies with a Major in another subject; 

• Instruction for the proposed Minor/General will draw entirely on existing teaching 
positions and courses and coordination will be shared between the four main 
departments (Art History, Classics, English and History) who offer courses in 
Medieval Studies; 

• For the first three years, the Plan will be coordinated by Professor R. Greenfield 
in the Department of History.  After this initial period, administrative duties will 
fall to undergraduate chairs in the four core departments on a rotating basis. 
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Conelusions/Recommendation

Recommendation:
that Senate approve the proposal to introduce a Medieval Studies Minor/General
Plan in the Faculty of Arts and Science with an implementation date of September
1,2011.

Respectfiully submitted,

I
Susan P. C. Cole, PhD, FRSC
Chair, Senate Committee on Academic Development

Committee Members:
Members
A. Brown, School of Nursing
S. Cole, Deputy Provost (Chair)
J. Emrich, Faculty of Law
P. Fachinger, Department of German
N. Fulford, B.A. (Hons) ‘12
K. Gossen, J.D. ‘12
P. Oosthuizen, Academic Colleague
T. Shearer, School of Business
R. Ware, Department of Economics
P. Watkin (Secretary)
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