Graduate History Student Association – Emergency Funding Options
Statement of Purpose: The purpose of this fund is to provide emergency financial aid to graduate students within the Department of History who are facing unexpected monetary difficulties. Application is open to all graduate students within the Department, regardless of whether they are full or part time students, or if they are physically on campus during the semester or not. The maximum grant from this fund for any individual shall be no more than sixty dollars (cumulatively).  

Program Details: This fund differs from other emergency aid available within the university community in two very specific ways. Payments will be issued in cash, avoiding what can sometimes be a lengthy application process when dealing with other funding agencies and the possibility that a hold may be put on your cheque. This fund also differs in that funds provided are in the form of a loan, not a grant. This means you will be expected to repay the total amount dispersed as soon as you have received your next funding payment from Queen’s University (be it for TAing, scholarships, bursaries, etc). When you receive payment under this program, you will be required to indicate when you expect repayment to occur. As this program is not directly funded by Queen’s University or the Department of History, students are required to repay the amount in question in order to keep the fund replenished and available to all history grad students. Initial funds were supplied through donation. 
This funding can be held in conjunction with any other emergency financial aid that is available to you. The GHSA encourages you to apply for all other funds available. 

Application for Funding Under this Program: Though this is a program funded by the Graduate History Student Association, the administration of this program will be handled at arms length from the executive. Each April, an Emergency Fund Administrator (who is a fulltime member of the History Department staff) will be appointed by the GHSA co-Presidents. The Fund Administrator for the 2008-2009 academic year is Deborah Stirton-Massey, room 211 Watson Hall. Applications should be directed to the Fund Administrator, and will be evaluated as soon as possible. Please note that the amount of money granted to you is at the discretion of the Fund Administrator (subject to the limit defined in this policy), and shall reflect the amount of money that is currently available in the fund. Please keep in mind that this is a very small fund when you are making your application. There is no appeal process after a decision has been made. 

Administration of the Fund: The Fund Administrator is responsible for accepting applications to this fund, dispersing moneys, and keeping an accurate record of who has received and repaid money lent under this policy. Though the Administrator has the power to contact recipients after the repayment deadline has been reached, the onus is on the student to repay their loan in a prompt manner. It cannot be stressed enough that the money in this fund is limited, and should repayment not happen there will simply be no other money available to help other students. Without making any personal information available, the fund administrator is specifically empowered and requested to report at the beginning of each semester to the GHSA executive on the use of the fund, detailing the types of loans that were made, the amount of money that has been loaned and repaid, and the circumstances that necessitated these applications. This will allow the GHSA executive to maintain both a fund and a funding policy that is representative of the needs of its members. The Fund Administrator will also immediately advise the co-Presidents of enough loans have been made from the fund that the account is in danger of being depleted.
Graduate History Student Association – Emergency Funding Application
Personal Information:

Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________

Phone Number/email: ____________________________________________________

Financial Information:

Please indicate the amount of money you are requesting from the Graduate History Student Association Emergency Funding Program: $________.

Explanation:

Please explain below (or attach a letter if necessary) explaining your current financial situation, and explaining for what purposes you intend to use the funds you receive. You are encouraged to include all extenuating circumstances that may have led to the necessity of this application.   

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I certify the above to be true: _________________________. Date:_________________

Date I expect to be able to repay my portion of this hybrid loan/grant: ______________.
Amount approved for this applicant: $__________________

Authorized by: _______________________. Date Approved: ____________________.

This form to be submitted to Deborah Stirton-Massey, Room 211 Watson Hall.
