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This report details the university’s annual fall term census 
of undergraduate and graduate enrolment.

Total Enrolment
The preliminary full-time for-credit headcount for 2015-16 
is 22,630*, slightly higher than the Senate-approved
planned enrolment target of 22,019 for this academic year. 

Undergraduate Planned Fall 
2015

Actual
2015

Undergraduate Direct Entry
Arts and Science 10,808 10,937
(excl. Distance Studies BA1)
Engineering 2,861 2,946
Commerce 1,910 1,922
Nursing 345 340
Undergraduate Second Entry
Education  565 545
(Year 5 and Consec.)
Law 565 592
Medicine 398 401
Nursing-Advanced Standing 94 102

Less students away on exchange -234 -234
Students here on exchange (non-fee paying) 462 462

Kingston Campus
Undergraduate Total 17,774 18,013
Other Undergraduates
(BISC, Distance, Away on Exchange) 433 419
Postgraduate Medicine         518 530

Graduate Planned Fall 
2015

Actual
2015

Research and Professional Master         1,647 1,902
Doctoral    1,117 1,270
Non-degree        28 15

Smith School of Business
Masters 828 810
Non-degree 136 133

*The preliminary headcount
of 22,630 does not include
the 462 incoming exchange
students on campus, as
these students do not pay
their tuition to Queen’s.

These numbers are all based
on the Enrolment Summary
chart on pg.11.

2



International Enrolment
Increasing the number of international students at Queen’s is an
institutional priority. In 2015-16, there are 2,239 undergraduate
and graduate international students 
(for-credit full and part-time, and including exchange) 
from 106 countries, up 14% over 2014-15 and 41% over 2012-13. 

The international student population is 9.2%.

Undergraduate: 7.2% of the full-time undergraduate
population are international students.

The top 3 countries of citizenship among international
undergraduate students are: 

China (39%) United States (6%) United Kingdom (5%)

Graduate: 24.8% of the full-time graduate population are
international students, including exchange students.

The top 3 countries of citizenship among international graduate
students are: 

China (22%) United States (16%) India (11%)

Attendance at graduate-level recruitment fairs in China and Brazil,
and active recruitment of upper-year undergraduate international
students already in Canada, has increased interest in Queen’s. In
addition, a new website to help ease the transition to Queen’s and
graduate studies, SGS Habitat: Coming from Away, provides
resources, tips and supports for international graduate students. 
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The First-Year Class: Applications

Applications for 2015-16 increased by 1.6%, compared 

to 0% province-wide. Applicants selecting Queen’s

as 1st choice increased by  4.4%.

Applications from Ontario high school students were 

unchanged, compared to a -0.6% province-wide 

decrease among Ontario high school students applying 

to Ontario universities.

Applications from students not attending an Ontario high

school increased by 7%, compared to a 1.6%
increase province-wide.  

Graduate: Applications
Total applications, both domestic and international, to 

graduate programs increased by 6.2% over 2014-15.

28,106 28,253 28,912 30,506 30,999

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
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The First-Year Class
International Recruitment

2015 4206

2014 3344

2013 2685

2012 2439

2011 2349

Applications Offers Acceptances

111

682 126

1674

734

203

277

1189

653 157

Queen’s full-time recruiter based in Shanghai continues to raise 

the university’s profile by attending educational fairs, and visiting

schools to speak to students, guidance counsellors and teachers,

and give presentations. Webinars were successfully introduced to

reach prospective students who can’t easily come to campus.

The ATLAS program, launched in 2014, was expanded in 2015 to

include pre-arrival webinars, as well as on-campus sessions, to

help ease the transition to Canada and Kingston.  

Results: For 2015-16, applications from international students 

increased 25.7%; oers rose 40.7%; and acceptances 

increased 36.5%.

International students make up 6.2% of the incoming class.

Year 1-2 undergraduate retention rate among international 

students: 93% in 2015.
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The First-Year Class
First-year direct-entry 
undergraduate enrolment

Faculty Plan Actual*

Arts and Science 3,100 3,199

Engineering 730 740

Commerce 475 489

Nursing 92 86 

Kingston Campus total 4,397 4,514

Other (BISC and distance studies) 145 134

*Total Actual - includes returning first-year students

Every fall, undergraduate admission sta visits with students
at close to 1,000 high schools and post-secondary fairs across
Canada, in 12 U.S. states, and in India, China, Hong Kong, the
United Kingdom, Europe, United Arab Emirates and Turkey.

The Undergraduate Admission oce, along with representa-
tives from faculties and schools, and senior administrators, 
participated in events across western Canada, southern 
Ontario, and in Halifax and Boston for prospective students,
with oers of admission. These events provide opportunities
for students to learn more about the living and learning envi-
ronment at Queen’s. New this year, was a very well-attended
event for students from Kingston and eastern Ontario.

Demand for Queen’s programs continues to be high. 
Increased enrolment targets in Arts and Science were
achieved, and overall yield was consistent with projections.

Year 1 Graduate Enrolment: 
Masters: 1,762
PhD: 250
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The First-Year Class
Incoming undergraduate class average – 88.1%

Geographic distribution of the 
high schools of registered first-years

78% of the registered first-year class
applied to Queen’s from an Ontario
high school

357 first-years applied to Queen’s
from a high school outside of
Canada

89% of first-years were 18 years old or younger
on the first day of the Fall term

Gender split – First-year undergraduate students

60% female                                             40% male

Gender split – First-year Master’s and PhD students

49% female                                             51% male

BC
313

YT
4

NT
1 NU

1

AB
142 SK

4
MB
21

ON
3472

QC
31

NL
2

PEI
5

NB
25 NS

46
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The First-Year Class
Aboriginal Enrolment

171

188

199

Applications Offers Acceptances

2015

2014

2013

2012

2011 75

222

99

127

121

27

33

63

52

270 167 63

Since 2011-2012, Queen’s has implemented targeted

recruitment and outreach activities in an effort to 

increase Aboriginal enrolment. Among self-identified

Aboriginal students:

• Applications have increased by 58%
• Offers have increased by 123%
• Acceptances have increased by 133%
Year 1-2 undergraduate retention rate among self-identified

Aboriginal students:

96% in 2015

93% in 2014
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Retention and Graduation Rates 
Queen’s year 1-2 undergraduate retention rate and 
7-year graduation rate are among the highest in the country.

Total year 1-2 undergraduate retention rate 
in 2015: 94.3% (preliminary)
in 2014: 94.8%

Upper-year transfer students 

Targeted recruitment and outreach activities continue 
to increase the number of external undergraduate transfer
students to Queen’s. As a result, in 2015-16, there are 155 new
upper-year transfer students at the university, an increase of

14% over 2014-15.

7-year graduation rate
Among the cohort of students who started their studies at
Queen’s in 2008, 85.3% (preliminary) had completed their
degrees by 2014.
Among the 2007 cohort: 86.9%
Among the 2006 cohort: 87.7%

Graduate completion rates
5-year Master’s completion rate: 84.2%
in 2013 (2008 cohort). The second highest within the U15
group of Canadian universities.
An additional 11.8% of this cohort were promoted to the PhD.

5-year PhD retention/completion rate: 86.2%
in 2013 (2008 cohort).

9-year PhD completion rate: 78.4% (2004 cohort). 
This is the third highest within the U15 group.
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This chart does not include incoming exchange students on campus, as these students 
do not pay tuition at Queen’s.
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Details for Selected 
Student Subgroups
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*These percentages do not include incoming international exchange students or dual-degree students
(including co-tutelle PhD students or Queen’s –Cornell students), who do not pay tuition at Queen’s. 
See page 3 for more information about international enrolment.
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