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1 I.e. The Southern African Migration Project (SAMP); International Migration Programme (IMP); and United States’ 
Immigration and Naturalization Service (US – INS). 
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Despite the immense profit that trafficking for sexual exploitation generates for criminal 
syndicates, and the lawlessness and social and political disarray to which they contribute, this 
contemporary slave trade in women and children has yet to be adequately addressed in the SADC region. 
To curtail trafficking in persons requires that states cooperate to criminalize the trade, share information, 
protect victims, prosecute traffickers, and raise public awareness in source, transit, and destination 
countries.  In Southern Africa, trafficking in women and children for sexual exploitation is not perpetrated 
by any one group, nor are its victims from any single country or territory. It is a cross-border trade that 
succeeds because vulnerable women and children may be found anywhere and everywhere, and because of 
the expedient cooperation of recruiters, transporters, and exploiters, all of who are traffickers.; Just as 
organized crime exploits the opportunities and openness of globalization to extend this modern slave trade, 
so must States, intergovernmental agencies, and civil society exploit that same advantage to turn moral 
condemnation into collective action. 

                                                           
* UN Trafficking Protocol, article 3(a): “Trafficking in persons” shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 
harbouring or receipt of persons…. 
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21. Establish and maintain regular contact with national focal points in the region on all issues 
pertaining to trafficking operations and victim assistance.  


