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Proposed Amendment to the Queen’s University Senate Policy on Integrity in 
Research 

 
September 8, 2010 

 
The Queen’s University Senate Policy on Integrity in Research was approved by Senate 
in January 2009.   The proposed amendment described herein was reviewed and approved 
by the Senate Advisory Committee on Research on June 7, 2010. 
 
Policy approved by the Senate in January 2009 states that the complainant (individual 
submitting an allegation) will be informed of the outcomes of the review and 
investigation of the allegation in the following circumstances: 
 

• Section 6 (j) – If a full investigation is conducted, the complainant will be 
provided with a copy of the investigative committee’s report (which includes 
documents reviewed, summary of interviews conducted, key considerations and a 
finding with regard to whether misconduct has occurred) to review for factual 
errors 

• Section 6 (k) – The complainant is provided with a copy of the final report. 
 
We have received legal advice indicating that providing the information described above 
to a complainant violates the rights of the respondent under the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act.  The report and findings resulting from a research integrity 
investigation contain personal information about an individual (i.e. the respondent) which 
cannot be disclosed without the consent of the individual to whom the personal 
information relates. The research integrity process is not an investigation into a dispute 
between a complainant and a respondent.  It is the responsibility of the University to 
maintain integrity standards and respond effectively to complaints and allegations.  The 
complainant is not a party in this investigative process (although a complainant may 
contribute evidence and give testimony).     
 
The proposed amendment seeks to remove the complainant as recipient of the 
information described in sections 6 j and k.  The proposed text to be deleted is indicated 
in the attached copy of the Policy. 
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