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Writing Seminar 1

The meeting will

begin soon.

Zoom Meeting Information

Zoom Meetings are about 60
minutes in length.

Zoom Meetings are recorded.

Recordings and PowerPoint
presentations are posted on onQ
(under “Activities” > “Zoom
Meetings”).

Participate in the discussion by
using the “Chat” window or by
raising your hand in “Reactions.”

Your camera may be on or off.

ENGL 100 Zoom Meetings
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Thesis Statement

attention-getting remark

contextualizing information

claim

evidence

analytical
paragraphs

analysis

thesis statement

contextualizing information

concluding
paragraph

attention-getting remark

a single sentence that clearly
and concisely indicates the
central argument of the essay

not the same thing as a topic:
— must be argumentative
— must take a clear position
on some significant issue
— must answer the questions
“Why?” and/or “How?”,
and not just “What?”

characterized by all four of “the
Four S's”: significant, single,
specific, and supportable

Thesis Statement

Thesis

Topics
Statements

discursive or argumentative

descriptive or debatable
broad and narrow and
general concise
answer the
answer the .
question questions
“Why?” an
TWhaty | “Why?” andor
How?

.

.

a single sentence that clearly
and concisely indicates the
central argument of the essay

characterized by all four of “the
Four S’s”: significant, single,
specific, and supportable

Thesis Statement

* can sometimes be two sentences
in longer essays, but one
sentence is sufficient for short
essays

provides an answer to a
question, a solution to a
problem, and/or a statement
that takes a clear position on a
debatable topic

articulates the main argument of
an essay, which the body of the
essay will go on to dissect and
defend in its sub-arguments

not the same thing as a topic:
— must be argumentative
— must take a clear position
on some significant issue
— must answer the questions
“Why?” and/or “How?”,
and not just “What?”

characterized by all four of “the

Four S’s”: significant, single,
specific, and supportable

Thesis Statement

significant single

should deal with | should consider
an important one issue only,
problem or issue rather than
in the literary | attempt multiple

a single sentence that clearly
and concisely indicates the
central argument of the essay

text(s) issues
specific supportable
should consider should be
as narrow an defensible
issue as through

possible, not a evidence from
generalized issue the text(s)

not the same thing as a topic:
— must be argumentative
— must take a clear position
on some significant issue
— must answer the questions
“Why?” and/or “How?”,
and not just “What?”
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Thesis Tests

The “So What?” Test The Counterargument Test

* If the thesis statement prompts * If there is no apparent valid
the question, “So What?” from a counterargument to the thesis
theoretical reader, it is probably statement, it is probably
insufficiently argumentative. insufficiently argumentative.

* It may mean that the thesis * It may mean that the thesis
statement has not taken an statement is too descriptive,
identifiable position on a salient discursive, or factual, rather than
issue in the literary text. truly argumentative or

debatable.

Albert Camus, “The Guest” (1957)

plot summary

Balducci (an officer) and a prisoner ascend a rocky, isolated slope in
Algeria to meet Daru (a teacher). Balducci tells Daru that he is ordered by
the government to take the prisoner to police headquarters. Daru inquires
about the prisoner’s crime, and Balducci says that it was a domestic
matter, not political. As Balducci is leaving, Daru tells him that he will not
take the prisoner to the police, angering Balducci. Daru feeds and shelters
the prisoner for the night. In the morning, Daru sets him free, telling him if
he goes east he can turn himself in to the police, and if he goes south he
can hide with the nomads. Later, Daru sees the prisoner heading east,
most likely to turn himself in. When Daru looks at the blackboard in his
classroom, there is a message written on it that says, “You have turned in
our brother. You will pay.” (Wikipedia)
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Thesis Statement

Appendix 2
Sample Essays
1. Literary Analysis Essay on a
Short Story (Headrick 93-95)

“Freedom and Attachment in ‘The
Guest’ by Albert Camus”

Albert Camus, “The Guest” (1957)
https://cdn.theatlantic.com/media/
archives/1957/12/200-
6/132643114.pdf

THIRD EDITION

5!\1ETHOD FOR
Writing Essays

ABOUT LITERATURE

A

PAUL HEADRICK

weakest strongest
@ O
1 2 3 4 5 6

Draft Thesis 1

X How does Camus engage with
the theme of freedom in “The
Guest™?

Avoid phrasing a thesis
statement as a question: an
effective thesis statement should
provide a specific answer to a
question, not pose a question

Conclusion: Draft Thesis 1 is
phrased as a question and

therefore does not provide a
specific answer to a question
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weakest strongest
C O
1 2 3 4 5 6
* Avoid “This essay will ...”:
Draft Thesis 2 v

X This essay will examine how
Camus engages with the theme
of freedom in “The Guest.”

constitutes signposting, telling
the reader “out loud” what the
essay will do at some unspecified
future point

Avoid words “why” and “how”:
thesis statement should answer
these questions, not just indicate
them as vague or undefined
points of focus

Conclusion: Draft Thesis 2 is
vague and undefined because it
makes use of signposting and the
word “how”

weakest strongest
C O
1 2 3 4 5 6
) * Apply the “So What?” Test: the
Draft Thesis 4

X “The Guest” engages with the
theme of the limitations of
freedom.

story does engage with this
theme, but to what end? What,
exactly, is the story saying about
this theme?

Apply the Counterargument
Test: to suggest that the story
does not engage with this theme
is invalid because it is patently
obvious that it does so

Conclusion: Draft thesis 4 is

insufficiently concise and
argumentative
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weakest strongest
C O
1 2 3 4 5 6
* Apply the “So What?” Test: this
Draft Thesis 3 PP

X Freedom is a significant theme
in Camus’s “The Guest.”

topic is significant to the story,
but to what end? Why or how is
it significant

Apply the Counterargument
Test: to argue that this topic is
not significant to the story is
invalid, as it is patently obvious
that it is significant

Conclusion: Draft thesis 3 is
vague and observational rather
than concise and argumentative

weakest strongest
C O
1 2 3 4 5 6
* Apply the “So What?” Test: the
Draft Thesis 5 PRl

X “The Guest” provides an
important commentary on the
limitations of freedom and the
importance of fostering human
connections.

story is providing a commentary,
but what is that commentary?
Why is it important?

Apply the Counterargument
Test: to suggest that the story
does not provide this important
commentary is invalid because it
turns on a value judgement

Conclusion: Draft Thesis 5 is still
vague and unclear because it
does not adequately define
“powerful statement”
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weakest strongest
. :.
1 2 3 4 5 6
* Apply the “So What?” Test:
Draft Thesis 6 pply the "So What?” Test

v “The Guest” insists that
although individuals might
conceive of themselves as free,
they are inescapably connected
to the people around them, and
must accept and foster these
attachments.

passes test because it articulates
a clear theme phrased as a
complete thought

Apply the Counterargument
Test: passes test because another
critic could potentially advance a
different, equally valid
interpretation of the significance
of this theme in the story

Conclusion: Draft thesis 6 is a
strong thesis because it is concise
and argumentative

ENGL 200 Quiz 1

https://onq.queensu.ca

test your knowledge of Writing
Seminar 1 by writing Quiz 1
access the Quiz on onQ (under
“Quizzes”)

the Quiz consists of a series of
multiple-choice questions

the suggested due date for this
Quiz is soon, but you may
complete it anytime until the last
day of class

this Quiz counts towards your
final grade in the course

For More Information

Dr May’s Class Web Site The Purdue Online Writing Lab
https://www.queensu.ca/academi https://owl.purdue.edu/
a/drrgmay/docs/
* Tips and Examples for Writing
“ . ”
* “Essay Writing Notes Thesis Statements: General
* “Avoiding Plagiarism” Writing > The Writing Process >

Creating a Thesis Statement
* “Al Drawbacks”

Developing Strong Thesis
Statements: General Writing >
Academic Writing > Establishing
Arguments

Developing a Thesis for a Literary
Paper: Subject-Specific Writing >
Writing in Literature > Writing
About Fiction

Queen’s University Official Statement of Copyright: This material is
copyrighted and is for the sole use of students registered in courses at
Queen’s University. This material shall not be distributed or disseminated
to anyone other than students registered in courses at Queen’s University.
Failure to abide by these conditions is a breach of copyright, and may also
constitute a breach of academic integrity under the University Senate’s
Academic Integrity Policy Statement.
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