
Queen’s University Alumni Association 

Greetings QUAA Volunteer Leaders, 

 

To say it simply, 2020 has been a difficult year.  

 

COVID-19 has upended our lives in ways we could have never imagined. Had 2020 

gone as planned, we would have all gathered in person for our Alumni Volunteer 

Summit (AVS), AGM, and Awards Gala back in April. 

 

Instead, we’ve all had to adapt to a new reality of both working and volunteering 

from home, and the QUAA having no in-person gatherings.  

 

While the transition has not been easy for anyone, I have to say that I have been in awe at the level of 

resilience, passion, and commitment you all continue to bring to your role as QUAA volunteer leaders.  

 

Many stories of Queen’s alumni making a difference during this pandemic have been featured recently; 

however, one important collective story is still missing: that of all of you as QUAA volunteer leaders fostering 

a sense of community and looking after our fellow volunteers and alumni during this difficult time. 

 

From volunteering to call and check-in on elder alumni struggling from isolation, to adapting and hosting 

digital events, or even offering mentorship and advice to young graduates, you have all looked after one 

another as only family members often do. Thank you. 

 

On top of a Global pandemic, the last few months have surfaced longstanding racial and social issues in both 

our country and at Queen’s. It is clear that much work needs to be done to ensure Black, Indigenous, and 

People of Colour (BIPOC) feel safe and welcomed in our community.    

 

In light of these issues, the University has made a strong commitment to address systemic racism. We as a 

QUAA are making similar commitments (detailed below) to ensure all alumni are not only included but feel a 

sense of belonging within the QUAA. We are in the early stages of implementation and are therefore hoping to 

gather your input and feedback on ways for us to address systemic racism in our respective communities.   

 

As difficult as the last few months have been, however, looking past the challenges and reflecting on the 

collective accomplishments of our volunteer leaders in 2019-2020 makes me truly optimistic of the road ahead 

for the QUAA. 

 

Branches, in 2019-2020 all 36 Branches engaged alumni and pivoted from in-person to virtual events 

seamlessly. Reunions, your team of 184 volunteer leaders brought back 2,836 alumni to a safe Queen’s 

Homecoming in the Fall of 2019 and are planning an innovative program for just three weeks from now. Our 

Chapters, Booster Clubs, and Faculty-oriented engagement groups continued to innovate and create new 

ways for alumni engagement (e.g., conversations are well underway for the creation of a new LGBTQ+ 

Alumni Chapter). 

 

From a QUAA Board standpoint, we have continued to build momentum in key portfolios. For example, in 

2019 we had a record number of nominations for our Awards, we launched an Ambassador program to 

increase our presence in new geographies, and we surpassed ten years of 100% participation in philanthropic 

giving as a QUAA Board.  

 

In addition, the 2020 QUAA has a fundamentally different Governance composition compared to only two 

years ago. This past year we addressed key programming gaps via the creation and recruitment of three new 

https://www.queensu.ca/alumni/news/categories/covid-19
https://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/declaration-commitment-address-systemic-racism


 

Director positions to our Board (Director of Digital Media, Director of Special Projects, and Director of Alumni 

Constituencies). We likewise had an extensive consultation that resulted in a 91% vote in favour of reforming 

our Alumni Assembly – turning it into a more representative body that looks to have increased engagement 

throughout the year and benefit our volunteer leaders from its collective expertise via knowledge sharing.  

 

We continue to raise the profile of the QUAA – especially through our increased presence on social media 

channels and recent publications in the Alumni Review – while also improving Board transparency and 

awareness (e.g., by establishing a new nomination / application process for vacant Board positions). 

 

Most importantly, we have an amazing group of volunteers - some of whom were recently honoured with 

awards: Elke Beecken, MEd'84 (Herbert J. Hamilton Volunteer Service Award), Allan McGavin, Com'08, 

Law'12 (Marsha Lampman Branch Volunteer Award), Rebecca Maciver, Artsci'12, PhD'20 (Outstanding 

Student Award), Jacklyn Lewis, Artsci'11 (Rising Star Volunteer Award), Queen’s Black Alumni Chapter 

(Initiative of the Year), and Gillian Baker, Artsci'20 (QSAA Volunteer of Distinction Award). Congratulations! 

 

On the governance side, we have great relationships with University Council, the Board of Trustees, and the 

Principal’s Office. This has led us to be involved in important conversations that are shaping the future of the 

University – such as the Sir John A. MacDonald Hall consultation, and the search for a new Chancellor.  

 

So yes… 2020 has been a difficult year, but let’s not lose sight of the opportunities that have come with it too.  

 

While Virtual Homecoming will not be the same as the in-person experience (it shouldn’t aim to be), this new 

iteration of a longstanding tradition will allow us to engage a record number of alumni from across the Globe 

– many of whom have not been engaged for years and would normally not be able to engage due to the 

logistical challenges of traveling back to Kingston. 

 

Similarly, as we saw with this week’s Assembly Orientation, it is now easier than ever before to convene a 

group of volunteers from across the Globe to share ideas for ways to improve our community.  

 

Thank you for everything you did for our community in 2019-2020, and I look forward to reimagining how we 

collaborate as a group of volunteer leaders in serving our alumni community in all its diversity.   

 
Cha Gheill, 

 

Rico Garcia, Artsci’13 

57th Volunteer President, Queen’s University Alumni Association 

Chair, QUAA Board of Directors  

Mission: “To reach out and foster a lifelong association with Queen’s, to engage our members in the life and 

work of the University, and to serve the alumni community in all its diversity." 
 

Vision: The QUAA Board will engage, develop, and celebrate outstanding Queen’s alumni volunteer leaders. 



 

 
 

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Indigeneity: 
The QUAA Board has made it a priority this year to work at being an 

equitable space free from any forms of racism, systemic or otherwise. 

We acknowledge that not everyone has had the same experience as a 

Queen’s student or Queen’s alumni, but we are working to provide 

opportunities for everyone to feel included and safe today.  
 

As such, our Board is making the following initial commitments to 

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Indigeneity and would like your 

feedback on what additional actions can be taken.  

 Create and deliver onboarding and ongoing diversity, equity, 

inclusion, and indigeneity training for all Board members and 

volunteer leaders 

 Build a robust and diverse pipeline of future volunteer leaders 

 Offer additional support to the Queen’s Indigenous Chapter 

and the Queen’s Black Alumni Chapter  

 Facilitate the creation of new Chapters (e.g., LGBTQ+ Chapter) 

that can create new ways of engaging and belonging within the 

QUAA 

 Amplify the alumni voice and stories of Black, Indigenous, and 

People of Colour (BIPOC) in our social media channels  

 Engage in idea-sharing with Branches on how best to take 

affirmative action in their respective communities 

 Increase the number of BIPOC nominations received for QUAA 

Awards 

 Celebrate alumni advancing racial and social justice in our 

community 

 Highlight Giving opportunities to Queen’s with a Diversity, 

Equity, Inclusion, and Indigeneity angle with our greater 

alumni community 

 Feature BIPOC donors and the difference they have made for 

Queen’s 

 Ensure Homecoming / Reunion festivities and traditions are 

inclusive of our diverse alumni body 

 
 
 
 

  

2019 - 2020 
QUAA Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 

Yinka Adegbusi, Artsci’13 

Director, Alumni Constituency 

Groups 
 

Tuba Chishti, Artsci’15 

Director, Alumni Volunteer 

Summit 
 

Rico Garcia, Artsci’13 

President, QUAA 
 

Lisa Hood, Artsci’04 

Executive Vice-President, 

Volunteer Recruitment & 

Recognition 
 

Leigh Kalin, Artsci’92 

Ex-Officio, Associate VP 

(Alumni Relations & Annual 

Giving) 
 

Jasmit Kaur, Artsci’17  

Director, Young Alumni  
 

Jackie Lewis, Artsci’11 

Director, Special Projects  
 

Graeme Matichuk, Artsci’16 

Director, Digital Media 
 

Allan McGavin, Com’08, 

Law’12 

Director, Global Branch 

Network  
 

Colin McLeod, Artsci’10 

Executive Vice-President, 

Operations 
 

Kathy Owen, Arts’67 

Director, QUAA Awards 
 

Julia Reid, Artsci’08 

Director, Marketing & 

Communications  
 

Allison Williams, Artsci’09 

Director, Alumni Giving 
 

Irene Wood, Artsci’79 

Director-at-Large, Reunion 

Coordinator 

https://www.queensu.ca/alumni/get-involved/quaa/welcome-about/board-of-directors


 

Supporting the Strategic Framework  
 

Internationalization 

• 23 Active International Branches 

• 22 International Branch Events  

• 128 International Alumni Volunteers 
*Numbers are based on current fiscal (May 1, 2019 – April 30, 2020)  

 

Financial Sustainability 

• 100% participation from the QUAA Board of Directors in annual giving for 10 years! 

• 100% participation from the Queen’s Student Alumni Association (QSAA) Leadership and 

Ambassadors in annual giving for 6 years! 

• 6 Association Bursaries – Calgary, Guelph, Toronto, Kingston, Ottawa, and QUAA. 

 

Queen’s Global Alumni Network 
 

164,281 Number of  

Queen’s alumni  
 

155 Number of countries in 

which Queen’s alumni live around the 

world 
 

36 Number of active Alumni Branches 
 

1,421Number of Alumni Volunteers 

 

Welcoming the Class of 2020 
 

 Branches are working on 

their own ways to welcome the 

Class of 2020 to the Alumni 

Association 

 Toronto Branch has 

launched a campaign to share 

advice from current alumni 

with the Class of 2020 online 

 Queen’s staff and alumni 

volunteers will be calling 2020 

grads to congratulate them and 

welcome them to the Alumni 

Association

 

  



 

Innovative Alumni Events (May 2019-April 2020) 
 

 

Hamilton 
Tricolour Canadian Warplane 

Heritage Museum Tour 
 

May 11, 2019 
 

 

London  
Rembrandt: Thinking  

on Paper 
 

May 31, 2019 

 

Toronto 
Queen’s Black Alumni 

Chapter – Better Together 
Mixer 

June 20, 2019 

 

BISC 
Bader International Study Centre 

25th Anniversary Celebrations 
 

June 29 – 30, 2019 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Vancouver 
Queen’s Goes  
Lawn Bowling 

 
July 20, 2019 

 

 

Kingston 
1st Annual Alumni Regatta for 

Queen’s Sailing 
 

September 14, 2019 
 

 

Toronto 
Tams and Touchdowns: 

Queen’s vs U of T Football 
Game 

September 21, 2019 

 

Kingston and Beyond 
Queen’s Day 

 
 

October 16, 2019 

    
 

New York 
Artificial Intelligence Panel 

Featuring Dr. Emmanuel 
Fombu MBA’17, and Dera 

Nevin Artsci’95 MA’96 
October 24, 2019 

 

Kingston 
Principal’s Installation 

Ceremony and Reception  
 
  

November 12, 2019 

 

Toronto 
Castle Alumni Social in 

Toronto 
 
 

December 12, 2019 

 

Okanagan 
Alumni Gathering at  

Big White 
 
 

December 14, 2019 

    
 

Ottawa 
Reception with Dean Richard 
Reznick and Dr. Andrew Pipe 

 
February 19, 2020 

 

 

Denver 
Denver Branch – Alumni 

Networking Social 
 

March 11, 2020 

 

Virtual 
Town Hall – COVID-19: 
Insights from Dr. David 

Walker and Principal Patrick 
Deane 

April 15, 2020 

 

Virtual 
Virtual Art Hive @ Agnes 

 
 

April 30, 2020 

    

  

https://www.queensu.ca/alumni/events/2018-05-09/kingston-branch-cha-gheill-luncheon-with-dr-chris-parker
https://www.queensu.ca/alumni/events/2018-05-09/kingston-branch-cha-gheill-luncheon-with-dr-chris-parker
https://www.queensu.ca/alumni/events/2018-05-15/montreal-branch-educational-dinner
https://www.queensu.ca/alumni/events/2018-11-07/toronto-branch-award-reception
https://www.queensu.ca/alumni/events/2018-12-01/calgary-branch-2018-wine-and-cheese
https://www.queensu.ca/alumni/events/2018-12-09/london-ont-branch-a-christmas-carol-at-the-grand
https://www.queensu.ca/alumni/events/2018-11-20/hong-kong-event


 

Homecoming 2019 By the Numbers 

 

Join us for the First-Ever 

Queen’s Virtual 

Homecoming 
Join us for a new, interactive online experience as we welcome students and alumni virtually from around the 

world to Queen's for Homecoming 2020. Registration opened earlier this week, and we are pleased to share 

that we are already seeing even higher numbers than anticipated! We are also seeing higher registration 

numbers from our alumni and friends outside of Canada than in previous years, which is incredible! 

On Saturday, October 17, we will gather virtually to celebrate the moments that unite us. The event will be 

taking place from 1-4pm EST, and throughout the day you can expect to see: We will celebrate the Tricolour 

Guard, re-live great Gaels sport moments, say hello to surprise guests, enjoy live entertainment, connect one-

to-one with fellow alumni, and more.  

Following the Live Event, at 4:15PM EST attendees will break out into the Faculty and Group Sessions. Each 

Faculty has put together an hour of programming, with exciting content including panel discussions, interviews, 

and interactive host discussions. Stay tuned as we release more details about the event, including an upcoming 

announcement regarding this year’s incredible co-hosts. 

Click here for the latest updates and to register for Homecoming 2020. 
 

Stay connected 

 

Alumni Attendees 2,836 
Reunions 88 
Reunions with Philanthropic Campaign 51 
Student Volunteers 117 
Alumni Reunion Volunteers 184 

@queensualumni 

facebook.com/queensualumni/ 

Queen’s University Alumni 

queensu_alumni 

 

https://www.queensu.ca/alumni/homecoming
https://twitter.com/queensualumni?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/queensualumni/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/queen's-university/
https://www.instagram.com/queensu_alumni/

