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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

A study of the arts and visual culture of the Indigenous peoples of the northern circumpolar region encompassing Alaska, Canada and Greenland, with a main focus on Dorset, Thule and post-1950 Inuit arts. Students will examine the development of modern Inuit art markets, including reception, promotion and circulation in the south.
Prerequisites: None required. ARTH 121 or ARTH 122 strongly recommended.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Though Inuit represent less than 0.2 % of Canada’s population, their work accounts for a remarkable 10 % of the nation’s art exports and powers a $35-million creative economy that spans stone sculpture, luminous prints, bold textiles, jewellery, film, photography, and digital media. This course maps that extraordinary journey. We begin with a snapshot of pre-contact traditions, then plunge into the modern era—post-1950—using social, formal, and anthropological lenses to reveal how Arctic artworks construct cultural identities, sustain northern livelihoods, and ignite political debate. Along the way we meet the artists, dealers, curators, and collectors who transformed local expressions into global commodities, and we ask how Inuit art markets continue to evolve amid shifting tastes, technologies, and Indigenous self-determination.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

A detailed list of readings and requirements will be available at the first class. The course will be part lecture and part discussion. Attendance and active participation at all class meetings is rquired and will count toward the final grade. Assignments will include tests, a research paper, and a series of oral and written responses to assigned readings. 
