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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course will examine a range of anthropological theories and will assess their potential methodological roles in art historical analysis.
Prerequisites: A minimum GPA of 2.60 in a minimum of 24.0 units in ARTH courses and Level 4 and registration in an ARTH Major or Medial Plan. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

In recent years, the methods of cultural anthropology have been of significant interest to art historians. Anthropology’s focus on the social practices of everyday life has had particular appeal for art historians investigating social identity, material culture, and art's reception. Anthropology’s focus on the cultural meaning of everyday objects and their ritual nature has also contributed to a rethinking of art history’s traditional interest in aesthetic quality, artistic intentionality, and hierarchies of media. In this course we will examine a range of anthropological approaches and assess their possibilities—and limitations—for art history. Anthropologists whose work will be studied include Émile Durkheim, Marcel Mauss, Tim Ingold, Alfred Gell, Mary Douglas, Victor Turner, and Pierre Bourdieu, among

others. In addition to exploring the role of anthropological methods in art history through the use of examples and case studies, we will also have the opportunity to investigate anthropology’s potential to inform our own work.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
Attendance and Participation


15%

5 Weekly Reading Expositions


20%

Presentation on Reading


15%

Project: Abstract



10%

Project: Progress Report 


required

Project: Written Report



40%

