ITS A MATERIAL WORLD: bringing material science and mechanical engineering to a laborartory exercise
George Wheeler, Highbridge Materials Consulting

In the chapter entitled « The Return to Alchemy» in Tim Ingold>s book Making, he quotes art historian James EIkins, «...I need to
take a course in forgetting chemistry» The quote indicates an emphasis in both archaeological and conservation science on
chemistry as opposed to material science. To understand some of the basic mechanical properties of materials, a simple exercise
was developed that helps conservators learn what information is gained by handling materials, and, ultimately, how that handling

relates to a stress-strain graph.
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