
Returning To Studies after a Requirement to Withdraw 

 

If you are returning to your studies following a requirement to withdraw or if your appeal to waive a 

requirement to withdraw has been successful, it is very important to be aware of your current academic 

standing in the Faculty of Arts and Science.  This document provides general information and it is 

strongly recommended that you consult with an academic advisor in the Faculty Office to review your 

individual academic record as well as your academic plan for the upcoming terms to help ensure that 

your return to studies will be successful. 

 

Why was I required to withdraw? 

You were required to withdraw for one year or for a minimum of three years because your cumulative 

GPA was too low.  To be in good academic standing, Arts and Science students must maintain a 

minimum GPA of 1.60.  This is the minimum GPA required to graduate with a General degree in the 

Faculty of Arts and Science so if you are not performing at a level that is allowing you to progress in your 

studies, you are asked to withdraw.  The intention of the requirement to withdraw is to give you some 

time to reflect and assess what was not working and construct a realistic and effective academic plan to 

help you successfully complete your degree. 

What is my current academic standing? 

When you return to studies after a requirement to withdraw or if your requirement to withdraw has 

been waived on appeal, you are still considered to be on academic probation.  This means that you must 

raise your cumulative GPA to 1.60 by the time your academic record is assessed again.   

What happens if I raise my cumulative GPA to 1.60 or higher? 

If your cumulative GPA is at 1.60 or higher when your academic record is assessed again, then you will 

be released from academic probation and return to good academic standing. 

What happens if I do not raise my cumulative GPA to 1.60? 

If your cumulative GPA is less than 1.60 when your academic record is assessed again, then you will be 

required to withdraw again.  If you were required to withdraw for one year during the previous 

assessment period, you will be required to withdraw for a minimum of three years during the next 

assessment period.  If you were required to withdraw for a minimum of three years during the previous 

assessment period, you will be required to withdraw for a minimum of three years again during the next 

assessment period. 

 

 



When will my academic record be assessed again? 

Student academic records are only assessed by the Faculty Office once per year and this assessment 

takes place at the end of the winter term once all of the final grades are available (usually in mid-May).  

Your record will only be assessed if you have completed a minimum of 18.0 additional units since the 

time of your previous assessment.  Assessment of academic standing is based solely on cumulative GPA.  

If you have not completed 18.0 additional units by the next assessment period, then you will remain on 

academic probation.  You are not required to take a minimum course load upon your return – you may 

take as few courses as you are comfortable with. 

What grades will I need to get to avoid another requirement to withdraw? 

You should see an academic advisor in the Faculty Office to review your transcript and determine what 

courses and grades you require to be released from probation and graduate.  You can also find the GPA 

calculator at: http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/current-students/grading-

scheme/what-is-my-gpa to help you determine what grades you need to achieve to raise your GPA to 

1.60. 

Where can I find more information? 

See Academic Regulation 13: Academic Standing in the Arts and Science Calendar:  

http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-13 

Where can I find help? 

Faculty of Arts and Science http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/  

Academic Resources: http://www.queensu.ca/learningstrategies/resources/academicresources.html 

Learning Commons http://www.queensu.ca/qlc/

Peer Mentoring Program http://sass.queensu.ca/learningstrategies/peer-mentoring/  

Health, Counselling & Disability Services http://www.queensu.ca/hcds/  

Career Services https://careers.sso.queensu.ca/home.htm 
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