
MINDS ON

As you settle in, consider this question:

What is the purpose of class discussions?
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Truth a Reconciliation Commission, recommendation 10 Extending the Rafters, recommendation 21



https://www.queensu.ca/ctl/programs-and-events/programs-all/national-day-truth-and-reconciliation



ROAD MAP

Scaffolding Students

• Competencies needed class discussions

• Diversifying strategies

Collaborative and Relational Learning

• Accountable spaces

• Community agreements



THINK, PAIR, SHARE

WHAT I S  THE  PURPOSE  OF CLASS  D ISCUSS IONS?

Think:

Jot down your initial thoughts about this question. Don't worry 
about being formal! Capture your thinking in whatever way feels 
authentic.

Pair:

In pairs or groups of three and discuss your responses. What 
points of connection you share? What new perspectives has your 
partner introduced you to?

Share:

Let's regroup!



SCAFFOLDING STUDENTS 
INTO DISCUSSIONS

Minds On:

• Activating prior knowledge

• Welcoming learners into the space

• Giving a "preview" of the lesson

Think, Pair, Share:

• Low-stakes sharing

• Providing opportunities to map responses, change 
opinions, and refine thoughts

• Multiple chances to have their voices heard and 
different ways to participate

• Encourages collaborative learning

• Building confidence to share in front of others



COMPETENCIES 
FOR CLASS 

DISCUSSION

Skills needed for class discussions include:

• Forming and communicating an opinion

• Attentive and respectful listening

• Thoughtfully responding to others

Discussion strategies like "Minds On" and "Think, Pair, 
Share" give students opportunities to develop and 
practice these skills and therefore have richer learning 
experiences from meaningful discussions.



FUN STRATEGIES 
TO TRY!

• Discussion prompts are written on sheets of chart paper and posted 
around the room

• Students circulate and write their responses on the chart paper while 
also reading what their peers have written

Graffiti

• Designate each corner of the room as strongly agree, agree, disagree, 
and strongly disagree

• Give students a prompt and have them stand at a corner
• Students discuss within their corners

Four corners

• Incorporate real-time online engagement into discussions

Mentimeter or Padlet

• Students write their individual response to a question
• In groups of 3-4, students share their responses and on a 

shared sheet of chart paper, write down the most salient points from 
their small-group discussion

Placemat discussions



COLLABORATIVE 
AND RELATIONAL 

LEARNING

Class discussions are a powerful 
and crucial strategy for relational 
and collaborative learning.

What kind of environment leads 
to relationship building and 
collaboration?





BUILDING COMMUNITY 
FROM DAY ONE

As much as possible, spend your first 
class or tutorial building community

• Introduce yourself, share your 
interests inside and outside of 
research

• Ice breakers

• Name tents

• Community agreements



https://medium.com/@elise.k.ahen/safe-and-brave-spaces-dont-work-and-what-you-can-do-instead-f265aa339aff



CO-CONSTRUCTED COMMUNITY 
AGREEMENTS

Creating an accountable space requires building community on a foundation of consent.

By collaborating on community agreements, we become accountable to each other.

Things to consider when facilitating this discussion

• Building around the principles of accountable spaces

• Setting the expectation to give and receive care

• Incorporating competencies needed for class discussions

• Linking back to the learning outcomes of the course

• Be specific in what each agreement entails (e.g. "be respectful" vs. "understand when it is time to give space to 
individuals who are part of a marginalized community impacted by the topic being discussed")



MIIGWECH! NIA:WEN! MARAMING, 
MARAMING SALAMAT!

If you have specific questions about teaching and 
learning, contact the EDA team:

ta&gradctl@queensu.ca

You are also welcome to e-mail me directly:

Clarissa.deleon@queensu.ca

mailto:ta&gradctl@queensu.ca
mailto:Clarissa.deleon@queensu.ca

