Geographies of Citizenship and Belonging

In an era of unprecedented global migration, climate displacement, and shifting borders, how
do people claim space, identity, and rights? This graduate seminar examines the urgent,
evolving geographies of citizenship and belonging as nation-states grapple with mass
displacement, humanitarian crises, and the politics of who gets to stay, who must leave, and
who decides.

From millions of Ukrainians fleeing war, to record-breaking crossings through the Darién Gap,
to the EU’s New Pact on Migration and Asylum and the UK’s Rwanda deportation plan, these
contemporary events reveal how border regimes are being reinvented and fundamentally
reshaping citizenship discourse.

This course positions you at the forefront of these debates, examining how borders,
belonging, and political membership are being contested and reimagined in real time. We will
analyze recent Supreme Court decisions on immigration, municipal responses to migrant
arrivals in major cities, the rise of digital surveillance at borders - the CBP One app requiring
asylum seekers to schedule appointments before crossing, to Palantir's Al technologies used
to track non-citizens - alongside grassroots movements creating alternative forms of
belonging beyond traditional citizenship frameworks. The course interrogates the stark
disparities in how different populations are received: why Ukrainian refugees access
humanitarian parole while Haitian and Venezuelan migrants face expedited removal, and how
the Dominican Republic's denationalization of people of Haitian descent reveals citizenship as
both powerful and precarious.

This course examines citizenship not as a static legal status but as a lived, embodied
experience shaped by race, class, gender, sexuality, disability, and other axes of power. Our
lens moves fluidly from the body to the border checkpoint, from the neighbourhood to the

nation-state, from bilateral agreements to global governance regimes. Drawing on critical
geography, anthropology, legal studies, ethnic studies, and migration studies, you'll develop a
robust analytical toolkit. Assignments may include policy analysis, spatial mapping projects,
oral history interviews, or collaborative research with community partners.



