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Appendix A: Semi-Structured Interview 
Questions Conducted While in Canada

1. Tell us about yourself. (e.g. how long have you lived in Auroville, etc.).

2. How do planning decisions happen?
 a. What is the power structure of planning in Auroville?

3. How quickly does change happen in Auroville?

4. How much freedom do working groups have?

5. What is the relationship between the planning and Auroville?

6. Tell us about the public consultation process in Auroville, particularly regarding planning or L’Avenir proposals:
 a. How is information dispensed (intranet emails, newsletter, public meetings), quality of information (too technical, too general, multiple   
     options and scenarios for the same site/project, pros and cons of each, etc.) 
 b. Are there multiple discussions and feedback loops or just a single public meeting kind of consultation; timeframe for public consultation   
     exercises
 c. Purpose of these consultation exercises (to collect feedback, or to get a vote, or to get a “consensus”).

7. Please tell us about your experience with public consultation in Auroville. 
 a.   Please give us an example of a public consultation method that worked well. 
 b.   Please give us an example of a public consultation method that did not work well. 
8. In your opinion, what could make the consultation conducted within Auroville more effective?

9. In your opinion, is there anything else that would be important for us to know in preparation for developing a framework for public consultation in          
Auroville?
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Appendix B: Online Survey Questions 
Distributed to the Auroville Community

Perceptions of Public Participation in Auroville

1. Are you involved in the public participation process within planning and development in Auroville? 
 Yes / No (if yes, why?; if no, why?)

2. Do you agree with the following statement? Most Aurovilians participate in the planning and development process in Auroville. 
 Yes / No (if yes, why?; if no, why?)

3. When a decision-making body in Auroville seeks public participation, what should be the intention of this public participation?
 a. Informing the public of an upcoming project
 b. Informing the public of an upcoming project with the opportunity for them to provide feedback 
 c. Community participation in decision-making
 d. Community control of decision-making 
 e. Other: (Please provide your own definition) ________

4. Please list 3 key characteristics that must be present in public participation, in order for the process to be successful (i.e. well facilitated 
meetings):

5. The term “consensus” could have multiple interpretations. Which of the following do you think best describes your understanding of “consensus” 
as it relates to decisions concerning planning and development in Auroville.
 a. Everyone is in complete agreement 
 b. Most individuals are in complete agreement, and others are still able to live with the decision
 c. Most individuals are in complete agreement, and the community should accept the fact that there will always be a few people who    
         disagree
 d. Those who agree with the decision outnumber those who disagree
 e. Other (please provide your own definition): __________ 

6. Are you aware of any existing formal process or requirement for public participation in Auroville (for any formal or informal group)? 
 Yes/No (if yes, please provide details / link to information) 

Techniques for Public Participation in Auroville

7. In your opinion, what is the most effective way to provide information to the public on planning and development proposals?
 a. Sending out letters
 b. Sending out emails
 c. Posting online (e.g. online forum)
 d. Posting in the newsletter
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 e. Community Meeting (e.g. Residents’ Assembly)
 f. Informative posters around the community
 g. Door-to-door canvassing
 h. Other (please explain)_________

8. In your opinion, what would be the most effective way to collect information from the public on any planning and development proposal in 
Auroville?
 a. Online forum / Email-driven survey
 b. Comments submitted as hard copies 
 c. Community meeting (e.g. opportunity to speak in the Residents’ Assembly) 
 d. Interactive workshops
 e. Other (Please explain) ___________  

9. In your opinion, what are the biggest challenges to successful community participation within Auroville regarding planning and development 
decisions? 
 Please check all that apply. 
  __ Differences of opinion of vision, direction and approach
  __ The extent to which to the proposed development affects each individual
  __ Indifference to planning and development decisions 
  __ Lack of transparency in how public participation could influence the decision
  __ Feedback from the public participation process is not reflected in the final outcome
  __ Length of process 
  __ Decisions are never reached during public participation
  __ Lack of information for participants
  __ Other (Please Explain:___________

10. Please provide 3 examples of public participation cases in Auroville that you consider to be the most successful. You may identify the same with 
project name, participation techniques used, project description, website links- whatever is convenient to provide related information.

11. Please feel free to suggest any techniques to improve public participation for planning and development in Auroville.

12. Please feel free to list any additional concerns you have with the existing public participation process in Auroville.
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Appendix C: Community Participation Techniques
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Appendix D: Exit Surveys
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Appendix E: Event Evaluation Questionnaire 
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Appendix F: What We Heard
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Appendix G: Invitations and Posters
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Appendix H: Raw Data 
Collected from Information Kiosks  
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Appendix I: Raw Data from Online Survey

 Please select the Community Features you envision in Residential Sector 1 & 2 
from the following list which was suggested by community members at the Sound Board 
Kiosks. Please note that this list is a work in progress and by no means complete.
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