
 
 

 

Contact Time TBD 

Format Seminar Lecture & Presentations  

Class Assessment Mid-Term Assignment: 30% 

Final term Paper: 50% 

Participation & Presentation: 20% 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
 
This course covers current and past Canadian housing policies for affordable housing and the various social and market 
rationales as well as the roles of all three levels of government and Indigenous communities.  It will include analysis of 
housing market data and challenges in both the rental and home-ownership markets, including alternate tenure models.  
We will be discussing current practices in the development and financing of affordable housing, the redevelopment of older 
social housing, analyzing case study examples in various parts of Canada, the types of municipal strategies, and how these 
relate to homelessness policies.   
  
This course strongly encourages participation and discussion of the issues covered. Breakout time for smaller group 
discussions during the classes will be scheduled.  Depending on class size, students may have the opportunity to present 
some of their work for assignments.    
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

• This course is geared to both the housing and planning realms to develop an understanding of how the two roles 
inter-relate in practice within both the government sector and in the private consulting world.  As such it is intended 
to provide background knowledge for future professional careers. 

• Having a clear understanding of the roles of all levels of government is essential for anyone working in the housing 
field no matter what career paths evolve.  The course will provide an appreciation of how the federal, provincial, 
and municipal governments’ policies affect housing on the ground.  

• Canada also has strong networks of non-profit and co-operative housing organizations.  In addition, non-profit 
developers are actively engaged in affordable housing development and management.   Canada’s non-profit system 
is undergoing a transformative process to meet future housing needs.  We shall have the opportunity to hear from 
leaders in this changing system. 

• Indigenous housing in urban centres and in First Nations and the North is a specialized field adapted to the 
community models that work in Indigenous communities.  The course aims to provide some understanding of the 
many differences and approaches in the distinct communities. 
 

COURSE TOPICS 

 

• The Course Schedule will be available by the end of the Fall Term once outside speakers have been confirmed.  
Subject to people’s availability these will include representatives from BC and the west, and from Indigenous 
organizations by using on-line platforms.   

• Local speakers from eastern Ontario will include topics such as; 
-Municipal housing plans & policies 
-Affordable housing development processes 
-Homelessness & Supportive Housing Providers 

• Past courses have included ‘site visits’ in the community that were very useful.  Subject to Queen’s approvals and 
conditions in Winter term, my goal will be to arrange one or two ‘site visits’ in Kingston. 
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COURSE READINGS 
 
A course reading list will be distributed during the first week of classes.   
In preparation, students should read about the current National Housing Strategy “A Place to Call Home” - the starting point 
for our class. 
 

 


