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Director’s Message:
​SURP MOV ES BA CK TO THE 
FUTURE
Dave Gordon, MPL’79

The big news this Fall is that after 28 years
in Sutherland Hall, the School moved into
newly-renovated space in Mackintosh-
Corry Hall. We have a dedicated
classroom on Mac-Corry’s “main street”,
adjacent to the GIS Lab, new
departmental offices and the university’s latest high-tech classrooms. We have
moved back to the future, since our “new” classroom is actually the same space
where SURP students were taught from 1974 to 1989. But our older alumni will hardly
recognize the space, since it is now equipped with all the latest teaching gear:
computer projectors, wall-to-wall magnetic whiteboards, and moveable furniture
that allows us to switch from discussion mode to group project in seconds. It is a
moving experience to lead classes in the same space where Gerald Hodge,
Mohammad Qadeer and Eric Thrift taught me.

The School’s new space reinforces its
collaborative culture with a suite of
faculty and student offices on the floor
above the classroom, combined with
project rooms and a new boardroom
named after the late Professor Sue
Hendler. The Hendler Room includes a
library of all MPL theses and reports and a

dedicated video conference system to allow remote job interviews, webinars, or
interaction with our project sponsors in Ottawa and India.

In other School news, the MPL degree was re-accredited by the Professional
Standards Board of the Canadian Institute of Planners. The long-running combined
BSc/MPL combined degree program with Civil Engineering has been joined by other
combined degrees with Environmental Studies, Geography and Health.

A LUMNI IN THE NEWS:

175 SURP alumni were featured in a poster celebrating Queen’s 175th anniversary.
Are you there?

Shauna Kuiper MPL’01, Andrew Palmiere MPL’02, and Teresa Thomas MPL’10

http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.dgpwww/files/files/SURP/SURP 175 Final Version-PDF.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.dgpwww/files/files/SURP/SURP 175 Final Version-PDF.pdf
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/DERVnQBXgAEqP4y.jpg
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zl2jj5sitz0i95f/FINAL Downtown ARP with Appendices Dec 23_2014_web.pdf?dl=0
http://cip-icu.ca/Files/APE-2017-Projects/SSHAC_Housing_Needs_Assessment_CIP_Submission.aspx


shared 2017 National Planning Awards from the Canadian Institute of Planners.

Dr. Julia Markovich MPL’02 is co-author with the late Dr. Sue Hendler of ‘I was the
only W oman’ – W omen and Planning in Canada   , published by UBC
Press. Julia is donating her royalt ies  to the Sue Hendler Graduate Fel lowship  .

Dr. Markus Moos MPL ‘06 is co-author of The Mil lennial City   and St i l l  Detached  
and Subdivided?

Nalin i Naidoo  MPL’99 was appointed Director, Planning and Development, City of
Yellowknife NWT

Mary Lou Tanner MPL’89 was appointed Commissioner of Planning in the City of
Burlington ON

Steve W il l is     MPL’92 was appointed General Manager of Planning, for the City of
Ottawa

SURP alumni warmly greeted the largest
student contingent at October’s OPPI
conference in Collingwood. Our thanks to the
many alumni who networked with the students,
including keynote speaker Bruce Krushelnicki
MPL’ 76.

Great gathering of recent SURP alumni and
students in Vancouver in May. It was wonderful
to see about 25 SURPers including: (left to right)
Ben Segal-Daly MPL’16; Athena von Hausen
MPL’15; Jessica Jiang MPL’15; Daren Zuk
MPL’15; Dave Gordon MPL’79; Austin Norrie
MPL’17; Rene Tardif MPL’16; Matt Murray (’17);
Dilys Huang MPL’15; and Angus Beaty MPL’14

https://www.ubcpress.ca/i-was-the-only-woman
http://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/sue-hendler-s-legacy-continues-through-new-book
https://www.givetoqueens.ca/project/view/296
https://www.routledge.com/The-Millennial-City-Trends-Implications-and-Prospects-for-Urban-Planning/Moos-Pfeiffer-Vinodrai/p/book/9781138631236
https://www.jovis.de/en/books/product/still-detached-and-subdivided.html
https://www.yellowknife.ca/en/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=bea30137-d6a6-45f3-8a04-66706d9f3324
https://www.insidehalton.com/news-story/5966753-burlington-hires-new-planner-director-from-niagara-region/
https://twitter.com/QueensSURP/status/829582203524902913


A huge turnout of SURP alumni at the Canadian Institute of Planners conference.

FA CULTY A ND STA FF NEWS HIGHLIGHTS  

Ajay Agarwal  was promoted to Associate Professor. He won the International
Education Innovation Award .

John Andrew  is a frequent media commentator and ran the first Queen’s Real
Estate Roundtable event in  Vancouver  this Fall.

Patricia Coll ins  was promoted to Associate Professor and shared the CIP award for
best Plan Canada art icle  with Cian O’Neill MPL’15.

Dave Gordon  had research leave in Montreal and published Town and Crown:
An Il lustrated History of Canada’s Capital  .

Gerald Hodge published a second edition of Planning Canadian Regions with
Ira Robinson and Heather Hall. He was made a Fel low of the CIP in 2017. Gerald
passed away  as this issue went to press. Please send memories for the next issue.

Hok-Lin Leung is Visiting Professor at Tsinghua University, Beijing each year.

John Meligrana  was Acting Director of SURP in Winter Term 2017.

Mohammad Qadeer published Mult icu ltural Planning: Toronto, New York, 
and Los Angeles.

Andrejs Skaburskis continues as North American editor of the leading journal,
Urban Studies.

Jo-Anne Tin l in    has been leading special ized tours of European cit ies. 

Graham W hitelaw   is Graduate Co-ordinator in the School of Environmental
Studies.

Leela Viswanathan  won the Enhancing Diversity  Award   from the American
Association of Geographers. As we went to press, it was announced that Leela has
been appointed as the next SURP Director, effective July 1, 2018. More in the
Summer newsletter.

STUDENT NEWS

Emily Goldney '18 received the OPPI’s Gerald Carrothers Graduate Award  as
the outstanding graduate planning student in Ontario.

Jessica D’Aoust MPL ’16 won the OPPI Paul J. Stagl Scholarship.

http://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/international-learning-experience
https://twitter.com/Q25RealEstate/status/930549109332652032
http://cip-icu.ca/Honours-Awards-and-Scholarships/Plan-Canada-Award-Recipients
http://cip-icu.ca/Honours-Awards-and-Scholarships/Plan-Canada-Award-Recipients
http://townandcrown.ca/
http://townandcrown.ca/
https://www.ubcpress.ca/planning-canadian-regions-second-edition
http://cip-icu.ca/About/College-of-Fellows/Recipients/Gerald-Hodge-PhD-FCIP
http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/people/emeritus/gerald-hodge
https://utorontopress.com/ca/multicultural-cities-4
https://todayswomantraveller.com/about-us/87-jo-anne-tinlin
http://www.aag.org/cs/diversityaward
http://ontarioplanners.ca/Membership/Make-Planning-Your-Career


Emily Goldney (‘18), Nick Kuhl (‘18) and Sarah Lumley (‘18), and Meg Morris (‘18)
won Canada Graduate Scholarships, the leading national graduate scholarships.

Sarah Libera MPL’17 received the Sue Hendler Graduate Fellowship for her research
on housing accessibility.

Ian Pinchin MPL’17 received the Jack Jarvis trophy  as the outstanding Varsity
Club athlete at Queen’s after captaining the water polo team to its first medal. Ian,
Henry Bloemen MPL’17 (soccer), Evan Garfinkel (‘18) (squash) and Kevin Keresztes
(‘18) (Cycling) were named Academic All-Canadians for combining first class
academic standing with varsity athletics.

SURP classes were enriched by field trips to Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa led by
Dave Gordon and alumni guides Michelle Knieriem MPL’12 ; Andrea
Oppedisano MPL’08, Hans R iekko  MPL’05, and Amanda Santo MPL’03.

Amanda Santo MPL’03 leads a tour of Waterfront Toronto’s new neighbourhood in the Lower Don Lands.

SURP I N T HE WI DER WORLD  
 
[Photo right: SURP student’s Nick Kuhl (‘18) and
Henna Hovi reunite in Helsinki, Finland. Henna
studied at SURP on exchange from the
University of Helsinki, and Nick v isited her while
he was undertaking an International Experience
Award.]

Brad Holmes MPl’16, Megan Rueckwald

http://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/jiang-pinchin-win-top-varsity-club-awards
https://twitter.com/QueensSURP/status/916736830334275585
https://twitter.com/QueensSURP/status/916738072762601473
https://twitter.com/QueensSURP/status/916305400546373633


MPL’16 and Geoff Sugar MPL’17 studied on international exchanges to the Otago
University (NZ), while Aileen Keng MPL’17 and  Ian Pinchin MPL’17 exchanged to
University of Western Australia. Each term brings new international exchange
students into the SURP classrooms.

The Ambassadors’ Forum celebrated its fifteenth year of dialog between Queen’s
and leading Asia-Pacific diplomats, led by Hok-Lin Leung.

Aidan Kennedy MPL’17 and Phi l ip Prel l      (‘18) were interns at the Ministry of Land
and Resources in Beijing China. SURP’s partnersh ip with the Min istry    also brings
Chinese planners to the School each year, for training led by Hok Lin Leung and
John Meligrana .

A team of ten MPL students travelled to Aurovi l le India   with Ajay Agarwal  to
advise the Town on a sustainability indicator system. 

The International Experience Awards give SURP students opportunities to travel the
world and report to the School on current planning issues. Benjamin Goodge MPL’16
(Medell in , Colombia   ), Noorali Meghani MPL’16 (Masdar City ,   UAE), Ben Morin
MPL’17 (Oulu , Finland), Caroline Morrow MPL’16 (Oaxaca de Juarez , Mexico),
and Matt Murray ’17 (Rotterdam & Amsterdam), Anna Geladi (‘18) (Santiago,
Chile), Nicholas Kuhl (‘18) (Northern Europe), and Danais Ponce (‘18) (Cuzco,
Peru).

[Photo below: Caroline Morrow MPL’16 in the Sierra Norte]

These wonderful student experiences are supported by the SURP Trust
Fund through donations by alumni, faculty and friends of the School.
Please consider support ing SURP for future experiences.

http://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/forum-brings-together-academics-asia-pacific-diplomats
https://twitter.com/QueensSURP/status/930120622524518400
http://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/internship-program-connects-canada-and-china
http://www.queensu.ca/gazette/stories/gaining-real-world-international-experience
http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.dgpwww/files/files/SURP/IEA Winners/IEA_BenG_Medellin write up.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.dgpwww/files/files/SURP/IEA Winners/Ali Meghani - IEA Travel Report.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.dgpwww/files/files/SURP/IEA Winners/Morin_IEA_Article.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.dgpwww/files/files/SURP/IEA Winners/IEA - Final Write Up Edited Sept 2016 for Caroline Morrow.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.dgpwww/files/files/SURP/IEA Winners/Matthew Murray IEA Article.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.dgpwww/files/files/SURP/IEA Winners/Geladi, A - IEA Santiago Chile Nov 7 2017 version.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.dgpwww/files/files/SURP/IEA Winners/Kuhl IEA Post-Trip Report.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/geographyandplanning/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.dgpwww/files/files/SURP/IEA Winners/Danais Ponce_Travel_award_Peru.pdf


We wish you Happy Holidays and all the best in 2018.

DONATETO SURP

Edited and produced by Angela Balesdent, Sarah Ezzio (‘18); Kassidee Fior (’19); Dav e Gordon MPL’79, and

Stephanie Magnanelli (’19), with assistance from Lindsey Fair.

https://www.givetoqueens.ca/project/view/849

