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GPHY 402 – Honours Seminar in Human Geography:
Urban Animal Geographies and Histories
Course Instructor
Office
Contact Time
Format
Class Assessment

Claudia Towne Hirtenfelder
Email: ch174@queensu.ca
TBA
2x 1.5 seminars/week
Seminar discussions, multimedia engagements
Weekly discussions, seminar presentation, short animal history, essay on animal
commodity chains.

COURSE OVERVIEW
This course explores the complex and multi-varied relations animals have with cities. For some animals the city
is an opportune place where they can thrive, for many others the city represents displacement and violence
(Thrift, 2021). Animals work, live, and die in cities but the ways in which they do so have distinct geographies
and temporalities. Geographers are at the forefront of elucidating animals’ entanglements with the urban and
they flag how cities are an important place for thinking about multispecies power relations. This course will
equip you with some of the conceptual and methodological tools you need to conduct such analyses yourself.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
• Exercise a critical and complex understanding of concepts related to urban animal geographies.
• Illustrate methodological and analytical skills to understand urban animals.
• Illustrate a nuanced appreciation for how animals interact with urban environments.
COURSE TOPICS
Some of the topics we will cover include: the urban governance of animals, multi-species power relations,
geographies of inclusion and exclusion, questions of animal subjectivity, and animals’ relations with Kingston.
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