
 

 
Course Instructor Dr. Grace Adeniyi-Ogunyankin Email: goaa@queensu.ca  

Office Mac-Corry E304 
Contact Time Mondays 11:30am – 1:00pm 

Dunning 12 
Thursdays 1:00pm-2:30pm 
Dunning 12 

Format Two 1.5 hour lectures twice a week 

Class Assessment • Participation (15%) 
• Progress journals (25%) 

• Activism in the City (30%) 

• Take-home Exam (30%) 
 

 
COURSE OVERVIEW 
Cities are shaped by (and shape) sexual and gender politics. Take a moment and think about cities you’ve been to and/or 
lived in: Are certain forms of sexuality, sex acts and gender expression encouraged or policed? Which bodies often 
provoke moral panic – and how do these bodies resist?  How does the framing of particular sexualities as dangerous 
and/or non-normative lead to dehumanization and questions of citizenship (and therefore, deemed unworthy of 
protection)? What are the contradictions of urban space, particularly in relation to the ostracization and economic 
profitability of sex work and certain sexual cultures?   
 
This course examines the relations of power that shape the everyday experiences of urban dwellers. In so doing, we will 
consider the ways in which the gendering and sexualization of the city situate urban dwellers “in” and “out” of place. We 
begin the course by understanding the social construction of space and gender and the relationship between sex and 
urban life. We then move on to examine the forms of subversion and resistance that are provoked when certain bodies 
are desexualized or oversexualized while others are excluded and/or unwelcomed in certain spaces and places within the 
city. We conclude the course by exploring the implications of the intricate relationship between globalization, 
urbanization and sex for differently privileged global bodies.  
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of this course, students should be able to: 

• Explain why privilege and power are relevant to understanding how the city is a sexualized and gendered space. 
• Write and think critically about how gender, sexuality and other markers of identity shape, and are shaped by, 

urban experiences. 

• Articulate and analyse the various ways the city can be an alienating and dangerous space. And explain why the 
analysis must be grounded in an understanding of the politics of fear, sex and gender.  

• Identify and analyse examples of urban entrepreneurialism and its interconnectedness to globalization, gender 
and sexuality. 

• Apply course material and theoretical framings to analyse, understand and describe community activism/social 
movements in Kingston through observational fieldwork. 

 
COURSE TOPICS 

The course will explore the following topics: Bodies and cities; sexuality, morality and the city; public and private sex; 
pleasure and leisure in the city; sex and the pandemic; (sub)urban sexscape; urbanization and sexual politics and 
dystopian futures. 
 
COURSE READINGS 

Se     Selected readings will be posted onQ. Required Text: Hubbard, P. (2011).  Cities and Sexualities. Routledge.  
 

Disclaimer: Not a final version. Content subject to change. 
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