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DEPARTMENT OF

Quee

Contact Time 1x 3hr seminar/week (evening)

Format In-person seminar/lecture discussions, online course notes, local fieldtrips
Class Assessment book review; ArcGIS StoryMaps; fieldtrip reflection; and take-home final exam
(potential)

COURSE OVERVIEW

In this course we will study urban natures through the lens of urban political ecology. In other words, we will use tools of
critical social science analysis to look at how interlocking systems of power produce urban environments. Our guiding
approaches will include feminist, political economic, Indigenous, and decolonial systems of thought - we will ask how
racialization, imperialism, capitalism, patriarchy, and other axes of power shape urban ecological worlds but also, crucially,
learn from the work of Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour (BIPOC) communities across the world who are transforming
harmful environments. The six modules in this course will consider urban ecological worlds from a variety of vantage points,
including: cities as socionatures; water and sanitation systems; climate disaster; sustainable cities; food/waste systems; and
health/infectious disease. Each module will include a fieldtrip and/or case study that you will work through individually and/or
with peers. Weekly resources will include academic articles, multimedia engagements, and creative texts.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:
1. Explain key theoretical approaches in urban political ecology, including decolonial, political economic, and
feminist perspectives
2. Describe how interlocking systems of power shape access to resources and differentially expose people to harm
3. Analyze case studies from the Global North and South to explain how urban natures are socially produced
4. Communicate complex ideas in written and verbal form
COURSE TOPICS
food apartheid; environmental racism; social construction of nature; racial ecologies; biopolitics and biosecurity; sustainability
fix; urban agriculture; water politics; sanitation and waste systems; urban metabolism; infrastructure; Afrofuturism
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