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Course Name  
GNDS 480: Special Topics in Gender Studies: Psychoanalytic 
Feminisms, or Everything you ever wanted to know about the 
Unconscious but were afraid to ask Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
Contact Hours: 
Weekly Classes on Wednesdays 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 4 – 5 pm 

Course Instructor 
 
Trish Salah 
 

Course Description 
This course considers psychoanalytic ways of thinking about of the 
human, identity, power, and the social. Using the “horror-teen soap,” 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer as both an exemplary text and an analytic 
framework, it examines key concepts of psychoanalysis and how they 
let us think about psychic life, sexual and social relations. BTVS's 
organizing metaphor of “the horrors of adolescence and high school,” 
make it a rich text for studying concepts like repression, phantasy, 
desire, the uncanny, etc., in relation to questions of violence, 
empowerment, embodiment, heterosexism, white supremacy, racism. 
However, BTVS’s representation of ideas from psychoanalysis, 
feminism, queer and film theory reflects its own uncritical 
investments in whiteness, heteronormativity, settler colonialism and 
liberal/imperial feminisms. The course also draws on anti-colonial and 
anti-racist psychoanalytic texts, art and media to think about psychic 
and social life beyond BTVS’s frame and about the role of media in 
linking knowledge production, politics, gendered violence & phantasy. 

Required Course Materials 

• Essays by: S. Freud, A. Freud, 
M. Klein, F. Fanon, J. Lacan,  
J. Kristeva, H. Spillers, D. Eng,           
D. S. Marriott, A. A. Cheng,  
D. Georgis, O. Gozlan,  
J. Prosser, C. Burnham,  
G. Coultard, L. Mulvey,  
J. Rose, D. Britzman, etc. 

• Selected episodes of Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer  

• In-class screenings of 
film/video, possibly including 
work by Hatoum, Riley, 
Dunye, Cuthand, Labidi, 
Peele,  Almodóvar 

Course Objectives 

• To read and analyse key psychoanalytic and psychoanalytically-
informed  feminist, queer, anti-colonial writings 

• To understand and make use of key psychoanalytic concepts. 

• To critically engage psychoanalytic theories through an 
intersectional feminist lens  

• To apply psychoanalytic and psychoanalytic feminist and anti-
colonial theory to interpret cultural objects and phenomena 

• To use cultural texts, including BTVS, to think critically about how 
social and psychoanalytic theory imagine the human, the social, 
the subject, etc. 

Course Evaluation 

• 20% Attendance 
(Participation + Entry Ticket) 

• 25% Discussion Facilitation  

• 10% Short in-class Writing 
Responses 

• 45% (3x 15%) Critical 
Commentaries (5-7 pages) 

 

Topics in Course Outline 

• What is psychoanalysis? Psychoanalytic 
Feminism? Psychoanalysis as a practice of 
decolonization?  

• Relating internal life to its social construction 

• Watching Buffy as psychoanalytic-feminist 
practice  

• Whiteness, Horror and Girl Power as liberal 
genres of psychic life  

 

• The Family Romance: Sexuation, Engendering, 
Racialization 

• Racial Jouissance and Postcolonial Melancholy  

• Desiring Recognition, and its failures  

• Aggression, social violence, group formation  

• Queering/Trans-ing Psychoanalysis 

• Raising consciousness with the unconscious 
 



 


