Faculty Member: Elizabeth Baisley
Name of Research Project: Trans Misinformation in Canada 
Term: Fall 2026 (3 credits), Winter 2027 (3 credits)
Number of Credits: 3 credits 

Project Description: 

Public support for transgender (trans) rights in Canada has declined sharply in recent years, coinciding with a surge in misinformation targeting trans people. False claims—such as those misrepresenting puberty blockers as sterilizing—have spread widely through media and legislation. This ROP course is part of a broader agenda about the how misinformation shapes attitudes on trans people and their rights. The student will receive training in conducting literature reviews and gathering examples of misinformation and corrections of such misinformation. 

Through this experience, students will gain skills in academic research, especially literature reviews, survey design, and documentary research. Written assignments will be determined collaboratively between the supervisor and student, and may include a reflective research journal, an honours thesis proposal, a graduate scholarship proposal, or a report. This opportunity is ideal for students considering graduate studies in gender and politics, LGBTQ2S+ politics, and/or Canadian politics.

Required Skills: 
· Ability to work independently and meet deadlines
· Strong academic reading and writing skills
· Access to a laptop or desktop computer with Internet 

Assets: 
· Knowledge of LGBTQ2S+ politics, especially trans issues
· Knowledge of Canadian politics (e.g., completion of POLS 211 and/or POLS 212)
· Completion of POLS 284 and/or POLS 285
· Proficiency in Zotero and Microsoft Word

Note: Please apply even if you meet all required qualifications but do not possess all the listed assets.

Application Instructions

Please complete the application at this Microsoft Form: https://forms.office.com/r/1iWRnG4HMb 

It will request (1) a cover letter, (2) a resumé/CV, and (3) an unofficial transcript. 
