Faculty Member: Stéphanie Martel 
Name of Research Project: Women, Peace and Security in ASEAN and the Indo-Pacific 
Term: Summer 2026
Number of Credits: 3 credits

Project Description: 

This research project examines the institutional process and practices that shape the Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ approach to the Women, Peace and Security Agenda. The student will integrate a collaborative research team that works at comparing various approaches to WPS by international institutions (NATO, the AU, and ASEAN). They will produce an annotated bibliography of relevant scholarly and policy literature on WPS in ASEAN and the Indo-Pacific, monitor and analyze developments in ASEAN’s ongoing work on the agenda, and conduct original research on civil society’s advocacy related to gender, peace and security across the region. The student will also receive coding instructions that will be used to code documents and key informant interview transcripts and notes, and develop a preliminary analysis of current trends in the “regionalization” of the WPS agenda.

Through this experience, students will gain skills in data collection, qualitative content analysis, practices of interviewing in the social sciences, while deepening their understanding of the Women, Peace and Security agenda and regional governance in Southeast Asia and the Indo-Pacific. They will work on writing assignments that align with their research interests and support their academic and professional development. Assignments will be determined collaboratively between the supervisor and student, and may include a reflective research journal, an honours thesis proposal, or a graduate scholarship proposal. This opportunity is ideal for students considering graduate studies in gender and politics and/or International Relations.

Required Skills: 
· Familiarity with Microsoft Office (Excel, OneDrive, Outlook)
· Attention to detail
· Ability to work independently and meet deadlines
· Access to a laptop or desktop computer with Internet 

Assets: 
· Completion of POLS 261 and/or POLS 460
· Knowledge of gender and politics (e.g., completion of POLS 280)
Note: Please apply even if you meet all required qualifications but do not possess all the listed assets.

Application Instructions

Please submit (1) a cover letter, (2) a resumé/CV, and (3) an unofficial transcript to Dr. Stéphanie Martel (sm358@queensu.ca) with “WPS in ASEAN” as the subject line. 
