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Faculty Member: Boyoon Lee 
Name of Research Project: Past Geopolitical Threat and Anti-Immigrant Attitudes Today in South Korea
Term: Fall 2026
Number of Credits: 3 credits

Project Description: 

While scholars have long examined the relationship between nationalist beliefs and anti-immigrant attitudes, such work has largely neglected how narratives about the nation’s past are linked to dispositions towards immigrants. This research project brings these literatures together by asking how, at the individual level, narratives about conflict and war history are associated with attitudes towards immigrants. Students will be asked to familiarize themselves with relevant literature, use R to analyze original survey experiment data, and conduct content analyses of news articles. 

Through this experience, students will gain skills in data analysis, deepen their understanding of comparative politics, and work on writing assignments that support their academic development. Written assignments will be determined collaboratively between the supervisor and the student and may include a reflective research journal, an honours thesis proposal, or a graduate scholarship proposal. This opportunity is ideal for students considering graduate studies in the politics of immigration, Asian politics, and/or comparative politics.

Required Skills: 
· Familiarity with R
· Attention to detail
· Ability to work independently and meet deadlines
· Access to a laptop or desktop computer with Internet 

Assets: 
· Completion of POLS 284 and/or POLS 285
· Knowledge of Comparative Politics (e.g., completion of POLS 241 or 242)
· Experience with data analysis in R
· Interests and/or knowledge of the topic

Note: Please apply even if you meet all required qualifications but do not possess all the listed assets.

Application Instructions

Please submit (1) a cover letter, (2) a resumé/CV, and (3) an unofficial transcript to Dr. Boyoon Lee (boyoon.lee@queensu.ca) with “TBF” as the subject line. 
