
Faculty Member: Holly Ann Garnett 
Name of Research Project: Artificial Elections 
Term: Fall 2026
Number of Credits: 3 credits

Project Description: 

Artificial intelligence has quickly become a ubiquitous part of elections – from the behind-the-scenes usage of AI to clean voter registration rolls to the use of AI-enabled cyber threats, such as deepfakes of candidates and advanced targeting using machine learning analytics. Scholars have already suggested this is fundamentally altering the nature of citizen participation, electoral management, campaigning, and public confidence in elections. Challenges around foreign interference and disinformation may be exacerbated by new AI tools. 

Through this experience, the selected student will assist in the organization of a conference and edited volume on issues related to the security of elections in an era of artificial intelligence. Written assignments will be determined collaboratively between the supervisor and student and may include a conference summary or report publication related to the themes of the workshop. This opportunity is ideal for students considering further studies or future work in political science, law or public administration. 

Required Skills: 
· Familiarity with Microsoft Office (Excel, Word)
· Good interpersonal skills, and willingness to work in a team environment
· Ability to work independently and meet deadlines
· Access to a laptop or desktop computer with Internet 
· Excellent skills in the English language

Assets: 
· Familiarity with Dropbox, Slack, Gmail
· Willingness to travel (one travel opportunity (expenses covered) to Ottawa may be provided) [Conference date: October 23, 2025]

Note: Please apply even if you meet all required qualifications but do not possess all the listed assets.

Application Instructions

Please submit (1) a cover letter, (2) a resumé/CV, and (3) an unofficial transcript to Dr. Holly Ann Garnett (garnett@rmc.ca) with “AI Elections LAST NAME FIRST NAME” as the subject line. 
