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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course provides advanced study in the field of comparative cognition for undergraduate
students with an interest in the evolution and function of cognitive processes across animal
species. Through a combination of in-class lectures, laboratory activities, and assigned readings,
theory and research methodology in the areas of number, timing, causal reasoning, social
learning, tool use, and communication will be discussed. With successful completion of this
course, students will have a knowledge base that will promote critical thinking, application, and
effective communication outside of the classroom as well as support further learning in
advanced psychology, biology, and neuroscience courses.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
With successful completion of PSYC355, students will be able to:
•
•
•
•

Identify and discuss primary areas of research in comparative cognition.
Determine the relationship between cognitive processes and operational definitions of
behavior in animal models.
Evaluate and effectively communicate the rationale, methodology, results, and
implications of research on key topics in comparative cognition.
Design an experimental protocol to test a novel hypothesis of cognition in nonhuman
animals.

COURSE WEBSITE
Some communication related to this course will occur on the course website on OnQ, including:
weekly timetables, online readings, submission of assignments, and the posting of
grades/feedback. Access to this site is restricted to students who are registered in this course.
In addition, course announcements may be sent through Queen’s email addresses, so it is
important to access this account on a regular basis throughout the term.

REQUIRED READING
All students should purchase or have access to the following textbook (which was also used in
the prerequisite course, PSYC 205):
Olmstead, M.C., & Kuhlmeier, V.A. (2015). Comparative Cognition. Cambridge, UK:
Cambridge University Press.
Readings from primary sources (e.g., journal articles) relating to specific class topics will be
available on the course website.

LECTURES
Lectures will be designed to elaborate and clarify topics presented in the required reading and
laboratory sessions. Material presented in lecture will appear on the exams.
Lecture Outlines (in Word format) will be available on the course website by the morning of
lecture days. In many cases, the outlines will be available earlier (e.g., the evening before a
lecture day). Many students find it best to handwrite or type their notes directly onto the
outlines (these are not ‘slides’ but true ‘outlines’).

LABORATORY SESSIONS
Laboratory sessions are an integral part of PSYC355. Students are required to attend all
scheduled lab sessions and to complete each assignment as specified.

LEARNING HOURS (10 hours/week)
In-Class 3 hours
Lecture
1.5 hours
Lab
1.5 hours
Private Study 7 hours
Includes: Completing lab assignments, reading required material, reading for paper
assignment, writing paper assignment, attending office hours, studying for exams, etc.

EVALUATION
Exam 1
Exam 2
Paper Assignment: Study Proposal
Writing Plan (5%)
Final Proposal (20%)
Laboratory Participation
Laboratory Session Assignments
Module 2 (3%)
Module 3 (7%)
Module 4 (5%)
Module 5 (5%)
Module 7 (7%)
Module 8 (8%)

15%
15%
25%

10%
35%

Exam 1 and Exam 2 (15% each)
There will be two exams, each worth 15% of the final mark. Each exam will take 1.5 hour. These
exams will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions with all of the test material
based on the course readings, lectures, and laboratory sessions. The material covered in each
test is non-cumulative: Exam 1 will cover material from the first half of the course and Exam 2
from the second half of the course. The dates for these tests are listed in the class timeline.
Please see the Short Term Consideration information below. Deferred exams will be held during
the Psychology Department deferred exam period.
Paper Assignment: Study Proposal (25%)
Students will create a study proposal in the style of many graduate school scholarship
applications in Canada. Detailed instructions can be found in the Paper Assignment Instructions
on the course website.
Writing Plan (5%)
Each student will prepare a writing plan for their paper. (See the course timeline for
specific dates.) The writing plan should include the subject of the paper as well as an
outline for the main topics to be discussed.
Final Proposal (20%)
Details regarding paper format can be found on the course website. A late penalty of
10% per day (including weekends) will be applied to all late papers.
Laboratory Participation (10%)
Each student will receive a participation mark for their contribution to 10 different in-class
laboratory activities. Dates are listed in the course website. These marks will be based on the
averaged, confidential evaluation of other group members as well as that of the laboratory
instructor. Students will only receive their mark for participation if they submit participation
marks for other group members.

Note on Late Assignments
Deadlines for all assignments are listed on the course website. A late penalty of 10% per day
(including weekends) will be applied to all late assignments.

REQUEST FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION OR CONSIDERATION
Students registered with Queen’s Health, Counseling, and Disability Services who require
alternative accommodation for exams and/or assignments should notify the instructor or TAs as
soon as possible. Please consult Queen’s Disability Service for more information:
http://www.queensu.ca/hcds/ds/students/accommodations.htm.
The Arts and Science Short term consideration protocols are used in this course. For more
information, see: https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-considerationfor-students

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
“Academic integrity is constituted by the five core fundamental values of honesty, trust,
fairness, respect and responsibility (see
http://www.academicintegrity.org/fundamental_values_project/index.php). These values are
central to the building, nurturing and sustaining of an academic community in which all
members of the community will thrive. Adherence to the values expressed through academic
integrity forms a foundation for the ‘freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas’ essential to the
intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities)
Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic
integrity and for ensuring that their assignments conform to the principles of academic integrity.
Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic
Regulation 1), on the Arts and Science website (see
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/academic-integrity), and from the instructor of this
course.
Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials,
facilitation, forgery and falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an academic
community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, actions which contravene the
regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions that can range from a warning or the loss of
grades on an assignment to the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the
university.”

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
"This material is copyrighted and is for the sole use of students registered in Psychology 355.
This material shall not be distributed or disseminated to anyone other than students registered
in Psychology 355. Failure to abide by these conditions is a breach of copyright, and may also
constitute a breach of academic integrity under the University Senate’s Academic Integrity
Policy Statement."

GRADE CONVERSION
All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks. The final grade you
receive for the course will be derived by converting your numerical course average to a letter
grade according to Queen’s Faculty of Arts and Science Official Grade Conversion Scale:
Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale
Grade
A+
A
AB+
B
BC+
C
CD+
D
DF

Numerical Course
Average (Range)
90-100
85-89
80-84
77-79
73-76
70-72
67-69
63-66
60-62
57-59
53-56
50-52
49 and below

