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ABSTRACT
Identification from a lineup has long been considered strong evidence of guilt. However, re-
search over the past 40 years has demonstrated that identification errors are easily generated 
in the research context while DNA exoneration cases demonstrate conclusively that real-world 
identification errors frequently lead to wrongful convictions. Various identification procedures 
have been tested in attempts to reduce false identifications and thus make lineup evidence 
more reliable. An issue that has received too little attention is how someone becomes a suspect 
in a lineup. Many people appear in lineups because they were identified either from a showup 
or mugshot first. Discussion of the impact of this pattern will lead to the conclusion that many 
suspects (possibly most suspects) in lineups are factually innocent. If true, none of the avail-
able lineup techniques will deal effectively with the eyewitness misidentification problem.
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