
Safety News @ Queen's 
Environmental Health & Safety April 2026

Welcome to this edition of Safety News at Queen’s, a source for updates, insights, and resources to 
help keep our university community safe and thriving. Whether you're working in labs, offices, 
classrooms, behind the scenes or out in the field, our mission is to support your safety through 
proactive measures and guidance. 



Top Safety Priorities 
Take the Stairs Safely

Stairs are part of our daily routines, but they’re also one of 
the most common places for slips, trips, and falls. 

One simple habit can make a big difference: always use 
the handrail. 

When using stairs, take them one step at a time, avoid 
distractions like phones, and make sure your view of the 
steps is clear. 

If you notice a loose handrail or damaged, icy or snow- 
covered steps, please use an alternate route and report 
the issue so it can be addressed promptly.

For more news and updates, visit our website at www.queensu.ca/risk/safety

Training Reminders
Upcoming and Ongoing Opportunities

Important SOP Updates & Reminders

Eyewash Training Videos & SOP
In response to discussions held at recent JHSC meetings, 
we are providing the following videos demonstrating the 
correct use of portable and stationary eyewash stations 
along with our (SOP-LAB-03) Emergency Eyewash Stations 
and Safety Showers for review. 

Videos for Review:
• Portable Eye Wash - Cederroth Eye Wash - English - (2:34)
• Stationary Eyewash - How to Use an Emergency Eyewash 

Station by Ally Safety (3:38)

• (SOP-Fire-02) Fire Extinguisher and Hose
Cabinet Inspection

• (SOP-Safety-09) Foot
Protection• Safety Officer Training — May 6 | REGISTER

• JHSC New Members Orientation — June 10 | REGISTER

• JHSC Inspections Training — June 18 | REGISTER

• Supervisor Health & Safety — May 14 | REGISTER

• First Aid & CPR 'C' — Spring dates are open | REGISTER

• WHMIS2015 — Ensure your WHMIS2015 training is up to
date. The Refresher should to be taken every year!

Annual Incident & Injury Report

Our annual report provides a clear picture of how we’re 
doing—what’s working well, where challenges remain, 
and where we’re focusing our efforts moving forward.

The full report for 2025 is available now. For 
more information reach out to safety@queensu.ca

Recently Updated SOPs:

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D0SP_xyHNUWM&data=05%7C02%7Csafety%40queensu.ca%7C76a6546999524b0d0c5008de9829c53c%7Cd61ecb3b38b142d582c4efb2838b925c%7C1%7C0%7C639115502346732064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bR%2F9X2EJ2JwrBMHPRwlge%2BLbiDOaFwkOcem6VVEq%2FUY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DRpOwXqiB08E%26t%3D10s&data=05%7C02%7Csafety%40queensu.ca%7C76a6546999524b0d0c5008de9829c53c%7Cd61ecb3b38b142d582c4efb2838b925c%7C1%7C0%7C639115502346766609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HmzZyuiTsGNU06d2c3lq9%2FdXbQ%2F5UR1SPuzU1CzqqIQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.queensu.ca/risk/safety/training/whmis
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=O8se1rE41UKCxO-yg4uSXF_BjC6pYXlGlJV7wVlsclZUOU04UEU0UFEwMjBGMjk3NDdZWlRKU0RRVi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=O8se1rE41UKCxO-yg4uSXA4cnhhQFDVNkzDcvMxYDVBUNkFUMVpLOTZKR0c0TFc3WUJaMVpMRDRVSC4u
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DO8se1rE41UKCxO-yg4uSXF_BjC6pYXlGlJV7wVlsclZUMTVUMTlFMTQ1OTdMWUxTN1lBNlgySkwwOS4u&data=05%7C02%7Csandra.jeffers%40queensu.ca%7C25e0ab4bc2a642b083fb08de96fe87a8%7Cd61ecb3b38b142d582c4efb2838b925c%7C1%7C0%7C639114217176591011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7V5pl3KUQpgQzXdbD7lKqypNWYZmY1KeqqooIW%2Fm3go%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DO8se1rE41UKCxO-yg4uSXF_BjC6pYXlGlJV7wVlsclZUOFBYMVZTQ0VYMzdVRUs5Rk0xQk9VRTlYSC4u&data=05%7C02%7Csandra.jeffers%40queensu.ca%7C25e0ab4bc2a642b083fb08de96fe87a8%7Cd61ecb3b38b142d582c4efb2838b925c%7C1%7C0%7C639114217176541689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HeNVmcg4ECUIrSC664glW0Hdz2DcQA2jiQJT5PG%2FP5M%3D&reserved=0
https://www.queensu.ca/risk/safety/training/safety-officer
https://www.queensu.ca/risk/sites/rsswww/files/uploaded_files/EHS/SOPs/SOP-Fire-02%20(Fire%20Extinguisher%20and%20Hose%20Cabinet%20Inspection)%20-%20V3.0.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/risk/sites/rsswww/files/uploaded_files/EHS/SOPs/SOP-Safety-09%20(Foot%20Protection).pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/risk/sites/rsswww/files/uploaded_files/EHS/SOPs/Lab%20Safety/SOP-LAB-03%20(Emergency%20Eye%20Wash%20and%20Safety%20Shower).pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/risk/sites/rsswww/files/uploaded_files/EHS/SOPs/Lab%20Safety/SOP-LAB-03%20(Emergency%20Eye%20Wash%20and%20Safety%20Shower).pdf


Resources for Ergonomics

Queen’s EH&S has partnered with the Public Services 
Health and Safety Association (PSHSA), a fully qualified 
ergonomic assessment provider, to offer standard office 
ergonomic assessments on campus (valid chart field 
required).

What a Standard Assessment Includes: 
• Review of workstation components (computer, chair,
desk, keyboard)

• Analysis of ergonomic risk factors

• A written report with findings and recommendations

Cost: $300.00 + HST per standard office assessment (valid 
chart field required)
For steps to register please visit https://www.queensu.ca/ 
risk/safety/general/ergonomics

For more news and updates, visit our website at www.queensu.ca/risk/safety

• Protection of Minors Involved in University Camps,
Programs & Activities Policy

• Establishing and Operating a Camp for Minors Policy

• Health and Safety Emergency Procedures for Camps

• Procedure for Hiring and Training of Camp Personnel

• Procedure for Supervision of Campers

• Procedure on Documentation and Privacy of Camp
Records

Camp Requirements & Minors
Many departments offer excellent summer 
programming for children. As the camp season 
approaches, it is important to become familiar with 
Queen’s Policies and Procedures for Activities 
Involving Minors. 

If you are involved in planning or delivering camps, 
please review the information linked below.

Confined Space Assessments & 
Programming - Update

EH&S continues to work with Facilities to complete an 
inventory of Confined Spaces on campus, install 
appropriate signage, and to create a Confined Space 
Program. 

“Confined space” means a fully or partially enclosed 
space, that is not both designed and constructed for 
continuous human occupancy, and in which atmospheric 
hazards may occur because of its construction, location 
or contents or because of work that is done in it.

If you encounter a space on campus which is not listed 
in our inventory and that you believe meets the criteria, 
notify your supervisor and/or the Department of 
Environmental Health & Safety to have a hazard 
assessment completed.

April
April 29, 2026 — International Noise Awareness Day 
April 28, 2026 — National Day of Mourning
April 28, 2026 — Occupational Safety & Health Day

May
May 2, 2026 — Steps for Life 
May 1, 2025 — Start of season for summer student 
contracts (approximate date)
May 4-10, 2026 — Mental Health Week 
May 18, 2026— May long weekend closure

Upcoming Dates

https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/node/1296
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/node/1297
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/node/1298
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/node/1299
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/node/1300
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/administration-and-operations-index-policies
https://www.ccohs.ca/events/mourning
https://noiseawareness.org/#:~:text=Join%20individuals%20and%20organizations%20around,positive%20action%20in%20your%20community.
https://www.ilo.org/topics-and-sectors/safety-and-health-work/world-day-safety-and-health-work-2026
https://www.threadsoflife.ca/take-action/awareness-and-prevention-of-workplace-tragedy/steps-for-life/
https://cmha.ca/mental-health-week/
https://www.queensu.ca/risk/safety/general/ergonomics
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/node/1301
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