
Look everyone! It’s 
Leonardo DaVinci, I 

learned about him in 
school… would you look at 

one of my drawings? 
Something isn’t 

working…

ARE YOU RROM THE 
FUTURE? I knew it 

was possible! Yes, 
please show me!

I’m trying to 
draw hands, but 

they are so 
difficult!

Hmmm… I think I 
can help you. A 

famous architect, 
Vitruvius, wrote about 

proportions. We’ll 
use his idea to make 

this easier! Page 13



If you add up the sizes of 
the 4 fingers on a ‘typical’ hand they 
almost always add up to the size and 

shape of the palm!

I am working on all sorts of ways to 
measure for drawing and science using parts of 

the body based on Vitruvius’ studies. 

My focus is adults, children are growing and 
always different, but the palm measurement 

works almost all the time!

It’s all non-standard units of 
measurement!

Oh I see! 
So cool!

Does it work 
for cats and 
dogs too?

So cool. But 
everyone has different 

hands and some peoples 
hands don’t follow 

these rules!

That’s true, 
humans each have 

their own units of 
measurement built 

right in… I 
wonder what 

yours is?
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Draw or trace your hand 
here… what do you notice 

about the size of your fingers 
compared to your palm?

Please share with us at: 
scilit@queensu.ca
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