
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY MEMORANDUM  
FACULTY OF EDUCATION  

 
 
 
TO: Georgina Moore, Secretary to the Senate  
FROM: Stephen Elliott, Associate Dean, Faculty of Education  
DATE: 14 November 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Report to the Senate on the fall 2008 Education Orientation  
 
The fall 2008 Education Orientation for final year concurrent B.Ed. students and consecutive 
B.Ed/DipEd students was organized with the SOARB guidelines in mind. As in previous 
years, it has been our custom to monitor the activities “in house”, given the relative maturity 
of fifth year and post-degree students.  
 
This year’s orientation committee was made up of former Concurrent Education Students’ 
Association (CESA) students together with general supervision from Associate Dean Stephen 
Elliott, with assistance from Elspeth Morgan of Education Career Services, Faculty of 
Education.  
 
Orientation packages were mailed out in the summer, including a list of planned events (a 
barbecue, a cruise, a wine and cheese evening and an evening gathering at a local 
establishment), cost breakdowns and registration information. In addition, staff and faculty 
presented a welcoming assembly and workshops, including a workshop for mature students, 
and a workshop for students who are new to Kingston and/or new to Queen’s, and a 
workshop on teaching internationally. Another presentation was given by the Ontario English 
Catholic Teachers’ Association. 
 
There was a mandatory program throughout the week for both primary/junior and 
intermediate/secondary streams establishing details for location and program orientation 
activities. 
 
All events were successful, and no problems have been reported to date. 
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School of Graduate Studies and Research 
Orientation Report to Senate 

November 27, 2008 
 

 
This year marked a very active and involved suite of orientation activities in support of graduate students at 
Queen’s: 
 

• Associate Deans Brenda Brouwer and David Rappaport conducted a session about academic culture as 
part of the QUIC International Graduate Student Orientation Day. 

 
• The School of Graduate Studies and Research partnered with the Society of Graduate and Professional 

Students and Student Affairs to mount a Welcome Orientation event on Tuesday, September 2, 2008 for 
all incoming graduate students. The event was held at the Biosciences Atrium with invitations sent to the 
more than 1,000 incoming graduate students. This event was the result of evaluative efforts indicating 
that graduate students have a low level of awareness about academic and non-academic support services 
and have feelings of isolation. In addition to offering the social opportunity of a free barbeque, the event 
featured information booths from various on-campus support services as well as the City of Kingston 
and the Ontario Early Years Centre. Staff and faculty from various graduate departments, as well as 
Principal Williams, AVP/Dean Jason Laker and AVP/Dean Janice Deakin met informally with new 
graduate students during the event. We were overwhelmed with the attendance – more than 800 students 
participated over the event’s three-hour time period. As a result, the SGSR is now considering holding 
this event every year. 
 

• Incoming students in the School of Urban and Regional Planning participated in a variety of events 
organized through the School and its Student Orientation Committee. These events included an evening 
gathering at the home of a faculty member, an introduction to faculty and staff, campus and city tours, as 
well as social events such as a bocce ball tournament, barbeque, green scheme event and city scavenger 
hunt. 
 

• Incoming students in the School of Policy Studies participated in a variety of introductory sessions 
including: an Introduction to Concentrations and Fall Optional Courses with their coordinators and 
instructors; Writing for Policy Decisions; an Introduction to Queen’s Information Resources; The Group 
Experience – Knowing Your Strengths (Myers Briggs) and; Working Together in Groups. These 
sessions were held in addition to several social activities including a pizza night. 
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