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  Central Concepts in Sociological Theory 
SOCY 226 
Fall 2022 

Mondays 11:30am – 1:30 pm, Ellis Auditorium 
 
Instructor: Thomas Abrams 
Instructor thomas.abrams@queensu.ca  
Office and office hours: MC421, Tuesdays 10-11:30am 
Platforms: OnQ (for course readings and assignments), MS Teams or Zoom (for meetings). 
 
TAs and Groups: 
 

Teaching Assistant Groups 

Jenn Forsythe, j.forsythe@queensu.ca  
 

3 – Fridays 11:30am, Ellis 218 

4 – Fridays 8:30am, Ellis 218 

Megan Ingram, megan.ingram@queensu.ca 6- Thursdays 1:30pm, Ellis 218 

5- Thursdays 4:30pm, M-C A311 

Heather Plyley, hmp2@queensu.ca 
 

8 – Wednesdays 3:30pm, M-C C508 

9 – Wednesdays 2:30pm, M-C A311 

Ethan Pohl, ewp1@queensu.ca 
 

2 – Wednesdays 8:30am, Theo 209 

7 – Thursdays 10:30am, Ellis 218 

 
Note, Tutorials Start Course Week 2, the week of September 19th  
 
TA Office Hours: TAs will set their hours and indicate office location, which I will post online. 
 
Please email your Teaching Assistant first for general questions about the course material, especially 
considering they do the bulk of the grading. 
 
I will respond to emails during business hours, Monday-Friday 9am to 5 pm.   
 
Course Outline 
 
Building on SOCY 122, this course aims to provide students with a basic understanding of concepts used 
in sociological theory. The course begins with the ‘big three’ sociological thinkers, Karl Marx, Emile 
Durkheim, and Max Weber, followed by the too-often-neglected WEB DuBois. We will then chart the 
impact these thinkers had on post-war sociological theory, including the voices of those left out of the 
canon, particularly via feminist standpoint theory and the sociology of race and racialization.  Students 
will be assessed via weekly, written submissions, and two short comparative essays. Here our emphasis 
will be on sociological theory in the 19-20th centuries; the companion Winter course, SOCY 227, will build 
on SOCY 226, extending these developments to the present day.  
 
Intended Student Learning Outcomes 
 
Students who actively engage the course material and assignments will leave the class with:  

-a conceptual vocabulary, shared by sociological theorists 
-an historical understanding of the development of sociological theory 

mailto:thomas.abrams@queensu.ca
mailto:j.forsythe@queensu.ca
mailto:megan.ingram@queensu.ca
mailto:hmp2@queensu.ca
mailto:ewp1@queensu.ca


 2 

-an ability to apply sociological concepts to changing social climates 
-an ability to succinctly describe sociological concepts in writing 

 
Textbooks/Readings 
 
There is no physical textbook for this course.  Instead, I have designed the course to be a close reading 
of primary texts in sociological theory, supplemented somewhat by secondary sources when necessary.  
All of the material is available via the course OnQ page.   
 

Week Author Readings 

1 – September 12th Introduction Read the Course Syllabus 
 

2 – September 19th Karl Marx Marx, Karl, “Estranged Labour” in 
Marx, Karl, and Friedrich Engels. 
The Economic and Philosophic 
Manuscripts of 1844 and the 
Communist Manifesto. Amherst, 
N.Y: Prometheus Books, 1988, 
pp. 69-84 
 
“Alienation” in The Concise 
Encyclopedia of Sociology, 
Blackwell, pp. 13-14  
 
 

3 – September 26th Durkheim Durkheim, Emile. “Chapter 1: 
What is a Social Fact?” in The 
Rules of Sociological Method: 
And Selected Text on Sociology 
and Its Method. Edited by Steven 
Lukes. Translated by W.D. Halls. 
New York: The Free Press, 1982. 
pp. 50-59. 
 
Durkheim, Emile, “Mechanical 
Solidarity, or Solidarity by 
Similarities” in The Division of 
Labor in Society. W.D. Halls, 
Trans., Houndmills and London: 
Macmillan, 1984. pp. 31-44. 

4 – October 3rd Max Weber Weber, Max. Selections from “The 
Types of Legitimate Domination” 
and “Bureaucracy” in Economy 
and Society: An Outline of 
Interpretive Sociology. Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 
1978, pp. 212-216 and 956-959. 
 
“Max Weber” in The Concise 
Encyclopedia of Sociology, pp. 
686-688. 

5 – October 10th No Class—Thanksgiving 
 

Read more Durkheim, for fun  
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6 – October 17th  W.E.B. DuBois 
 

DuBois WEB, “The Black Worker” 
in Black Reconstruction. New 
York, NY: Harcourt and Brace. 
1935, Preface and pp. 3-16. 
 

7 – October 24th  Talcott Parsons Parsons, Talcott. “Illness and the 
Role of the Physician: A 
Sociological Perspective.” 
American Journal of 
Orthopsychiatry 21, no. 3 (July 1, 
1951): 452–60.  
 

8 – October 31st  Erving Goffman Goffman, Erving, “Mental 
Symptoms and Public Order” in 
Interaction Ritual: Essays on 
Face-to-Face Behaviour. New 
York: Pantheon, 1967. pp. 137-
148 
 
Goffman, Erving. Stigma; Notes 
on the Management of Spoiled 
Identity. Englewood Cliffs: 
Prentice-Hall, 1963, pp. 1-19 
 

9 – November 7th  Frantz Fanon “Fanon, Frantz” in Ritzer, George, 
ed. 2007. The Blackwell 
Encyclopedia of Sociology. 1st 
edition. Malden, MA: Wiley-
Blackwell. 
 
Fanon, Frantz. 1994. Toward the 
African Revolution. New edition. 
New York: Grove Press. Read Pp. 
120-126, 170-173 
 

10 – November 14th Michel Foucault Foucault, Michel. “Docile Bodies”, 
in Discipline and Punish: The 
Birth of the Prison. Translated by 
Alan Sheridan. New York: 
Vintage, 1977, pp. 135-169.   
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11 – November 21st Dorothy Smith Film: Dorothy Smith: Discovering 
a Sociology for People. 
https://vimeo.com/701440448 
 

12 – November 28th  Patricia Hill Collins Collins, Patricia Hill. “Learning 
from the Outsider Within: The 
Sociological Significance of Black 
Feminist Thought.” Social 
Problems 33, no. 6 (December 1, 
1986): s14–32. 

13 – December 5th  Re-read your paper before 
submitting it.  

Final Paper Due 

 
Grading Scheme 
 
Tutorial Work    25%  Due Weekly 
Paper Outline   20%  Due October 28th, 5pm 
Reading Annotations  25%  Due November 18th, 5pm  
Final Paper   30%  Due December 5th, 5pm 
 
Assignments 
Note: I will provide handouts for each substantive assignment closer to the due date. 
 
Weekly Tutorial Work:  
 
TAs will assign a weekly assignment, due one week from your tutorial date, to be submitted via OnQ.  They 
are graded pass / fail / resubmit. These small, low-stakes assignments will tie together course components 
so you can do your best on the paper assignments.  Together, these tutorial assignments will be pro-rated 
to 25% of your total grade.  Each assignment will be discussed in tutorial, and you have one week to submit 
the assignment from that tutorial date. 
 
Paper outline (20%): 
 
Intended to get students thinking about the papers early, I have assigned a paper outline assignment.  It 
is not difficult.  Please provide an argument, point-form outline, and three preliminary sources for your 
paper, drawing from one, but no more than one, reading presented on this course syllabus.  I have 
provided a tentative list of paper topics—not arguments, but topics—on OnQ.  The paper outline is worth 
10% of your final grade—but more importantly, will help frame your term paper.   
 
Reading Annotations (25%): 
 
In this assignment, and as you learned in SOCY 122, you will outline the main arguments of two sources 
that you will use in your final paper.  Both of these sources must be a week’s worth of reading (your 
choice).  Please also include a sentence on how you will use the source in your argument, and provide 
references for the two sources in ASA format.  The annotation assignment is worth 25% of your final grade. 
 
Term paper (30%) 
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The term paper assignment is your opportunity to apply classical sociological theory, and extend your 
work annotating two course readings.  I will provide a topics before the paper outline is due, along with 
additional material from which to draw, but it is your job to come up with a sociological argument that 
you will pursue in the paper.  The paper should be 7 pages, not including a cover page, double spaced, in 
12-point font (your TAs can tell the difference).   
 
Late papers will be accepted, at 5% penalty per day starting 24 hours after the due date. 
 
Assignments submitted over two weeks late without instructor permission will be assigned a standard 
late penalty of 30%, and graded without comments.  Email your TA when you submit such an 
assignment.  
 
Grading Method  
 
All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks.  The final grade you  
receive for the course will be derived by converting your numerical course average to a letter  
grade according to Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale:  
 
                                                               
 

Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale 
 

Grade 
Numerical Course 
Average (Range) 

     A+ 90-100 

     A 85-89 

     A- 80-84 

     B+ 77-79 

     B 73-76 

     B- 70-72 

     C+ 67-69 

     C 63-66 

     C- 60-62 

     D+ 57-59 

     D 53-56 

     D- 50-52 

     F 49 and below 

 
 
Late Policy  
 
Late assignments will receive a penalty of 5% per day after the submission time. 
 
Location and Timing of Final Examinations  
 
There is no sit-down final examination for this course. 
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Academic Integrity 
 
Academic Integrity is constituted by the six core fundamental values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, 
responsibility and courage (see www.academicintegrity.org). These values are central to the building, 
nurturing and sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. 
Adherence to the values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of 
inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on 
Principles and Priorities http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-
priorities). 
 
Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic integrity 
and for ensuring that their assignments conform to the principles of academic integrity. Information on 
academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1 
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1), on 
the Arts and Science website (see http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-
integrity), and from the instructor of this course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, 
use of unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery and falsification, and are antithetical to the 
development of an academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, actions 
which contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions that can range from a warning or 
the loss of grades on an assignment to the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the 
university. 
 
(My) Statement on Active Accessibility 
 
In addition to fully complying with the University Policy on Accommodations for Disability (see below), I 
am striving to promote active accessibility, versus reactive accessibility, in this and my other courses.  
Rather than remove barriers after they are encountered, I am aiming to prevent them from arising at the 
outset.  This relies on six principles: 1) shifting responsibility for accommodations; 2) active incorporation 
of accessibility; 3) recognizing insufficiency of institutional supports; 4) designing general solutions; 5) 
being flexible; and finally, 6) considering multiple means of action, engagement, and expression. 
(borrowed from the Duke University’s Accessible Syllabus Design Project).  I have aimed to make this 
course as barrier-free as possible.  However, this is an ongoing project, and active accessibility requires a 
continuing dialogue and adjustment.  If either I or the department have overlooked a barrier in this 
endeavor, please email me, the department manager, Wendy Schuler (schulerw@queensu.ca ), or the 
department chair, Annette Burfoot (burfoota@queensu.ca ).  Each person can be contacted anonymously 
via departmental mailboxes (when the office re-opens).  This policy is not meant to replace, but rather 
supplement, existing university supports and obligations. 
 
-Thomas Abrams 
 
(University Statement on) Accommodations for Disabilities 
 
Queen's University is committed to achieving full accessibility for people with disabilities. Part of this 
commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for students with disabilities to ensure they 
have an equitable opportunity to participate in all of their academic activities. The Senate Policy for 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities was approved at Senate in November 2016 (see 
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senatea

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integrity
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integrity
mailto:schulerw@queensu.ca
mailto:burfoota@queensu.ca
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
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ndtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf). If you are a student with a disability and think you may need 
academic accommodations, you are strongly encouraged to contact the Queen's Student Accessibility 
Services (QSAS) and register as early as possible.  For more information, including important deadlines, 
please visit the QSAS website at:  http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/  
 
 
 
Academic Consideration for Students with Extenuating Circumstances 
 
Queen’s University is committed to providing academic consideration to students experiencing 
extenuating circumstances that are beyond their control and are interfering with their ability to complete 
academic requirements related to a course for a short period of time, not to exceed three months. 
Students receiving academic consideration must meet all essential requirements of a course. The Senate 
Policy on Academic Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances was approved at Senate in 
April, 2017  
(see 
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senatean
dtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf
) Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a consistent and equitable approach in dealing with 
requests for academic consideration for students facing extenuating circumstances.  Arts and Science 
undergraduate students can find the Faculty of Arts and Science protocol and the portal where a request 
can be submitted at: http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations. Students in other Faculties and 
Schools who are enrolled in this course should refer to the protocol for their home Faculty. 
 
If you need to request academic consideration for this course, you will be required to provide the name 
and email address of the instructor/coordinator. Please use the following: 
Thomas Abrams, 
thomas.abrams@queensu.ca  

https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations
mailto:Thomas.abrams@queensu.ca

