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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 

This course explores sociological thinking and evidence with respect to law and legal institutions 

and their relationship to society.  The course will begin by explaining the sociological 

perspective on law and differentiating it from the way legal scholars think about law, and by 

providing some background on Canadian and international legal institutions.  Next, we will turn 

to defining the key elements of the concept of “law” and their relationship to justice, before 

considering consensus- and conflict-based theories of the social origin of law.  Then we will 

move to the individual level to explore how people think about law, why they obey the law, and 

when and why they use law or other options to resolve disputes.  Finally, we will consider 

whether law can be an effective tool for social change. 

 

 

 

General Course Information 

Course: 

Semester: 

Credits: 

Modality: 

Pre-requisites: 

 

 

Class times: 

Location: 

SOCY457: Law and Social Structure 

Fall 2022 (September – December 2022) 

3 

On campus 

Entry to fourth year courses is restricted to students who have been admitted 

to the honours program in Sociology. Prior courses in criminology and 

criminal justice are recommended but not required.  

Thursdays 2:30-5:30 PM 

Theological Hall, room 203 

Instructor Information 

Professor: 

Office address: 

Office hours: 

 

 

Telephone: 

E-mail: 

Website: 

Dr. Fiona Kay, Ph.D. 

Mackintosh-Corry Hall, room D-527 

1:00 PM to 2:00 PM Tuesdays and Thursdays, and by appointment outside 

office hours (You are welcome to drop by during office hours—no 

appointment needed). 

613.533.6000 ext. 74485 

kayf@queensu.ca  

http://www.queensu.ca/sociology/people/faculty/fiona-kay 

mailto:kayf@queensu.ca
http://www.queensu.ca/sociology/people/faculty/fiona-kay
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COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to: 

1. understand and apply sociological perspectives when formulating understanding of the 

law. 

2. appreciate the complex web of social factors at play within the law and legal institutions. 

3. develop research and writing skills to present ideas and evidence clearly and 

persuasively. 

4. offer possible answers to important questions about law and society: Why do we need 

laws? What is the role of law in society? In whose interests are laws designed? Are all 

citizens equal under the law or do some benefit disproportionately? Why do individuals 

obey the law? Why do we punish lawbreakers? What is the relationship between the law 

and social values and norms?  

 

COURSE FORMAT 

This course is an upper-level discussion seminar.  During most class sessions, I will lead things 

off by briefly providing an introduction and context to the day’s topics.  The rest of the class 

session will consist of discussion of the readings, the ideas they raise, and the application of 

those ideas to contemporary events in students’ lives or in the world at large.  In the majority of 

class sessions, a team of students will lead a portion of the discussion.  I will then summarize the 

key points from the discussion and highlight any important points that have been overlooked. 

 

COURSE MATERIALS 

There is a textbook to provide a foundation. Typically, each week has typically 3-4 readings (i.e., 

journal articles, book chapters, and sometimes a legal case, news article, or short video). The 

textbook is available at the Campus Bookstore. Other materials are available at the course onQ 

site (See Readings section).  For each class session, you are expected to have completed readings 

(and viewed videos) and to come to class prepared to discuss them.  

 

Lippman, Matthew. Law and Society. Third edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, 

2020. ISBN 9781544392585 

 

COURSE TIMELINE 

 
Week 1: Week of 5 September  

What is the sociology of law?  How is it different from the study of law in law school? 

• Vago, Steven and Steven E. Barkan. 2021.  Law and Society. Routledge. Chapter 3, “The 

Organization of Law.” (pages 61-92). 

• Kerr, Orrin, 2007. “How to Read a Legal Opinion: A Guide for New Law Students.” The 

Green Bag: An Entertaining Journal of Law 11: 51-63. 

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 1 (Introduction) 

 

Reminder: Select your top 5 preferences for presentation. Due using Week 1 Survey onQ by 

11:59 PM Sunday this week. 



SOCY 457: Law & Social Structure / p. 3 

 

 

Week 2: Week of 12 September 

What is “law”?  Is law “codes, courts, and constables”? 

• Weber, Max.  “Categories of Legal Thought,” pages 206-208 in Treviño, A. Javier, ed.  

1996.  The Sociology of Law: Classical and Contemporary Perspectives.  New York, NY: 

St. Martin’s Press. 

• Trubek, David.  “Max Weber on Law and the Rise of Capitalism,” pages 220-227 in 

Treviño, A. Javier, ed.  1996.  The Sociology of Law: Classical and Contemporary 

Perspectives.  New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press. 

• Garland, David. 2005. “Penal Excess and Surplus Meaning: Public Torture Lynchings 

Twentieth-Century America.” Law & Society Review 39(4): 793-833. 

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 2 (Theories of law and justice) 

 

Reminder: Please fill in the anonymous Week 2 survey help with writing essays onQ by 11:59 

PM Sunday this week. 
 

 

Week 3: Week of 19 September 

Where does law come from? Are laws needed to manage societal complexity and large 

populations? 

• Parsons, Talcott.  1962. “The Law and Social Control.”  Pages 334-339 in Treviño, A. 

Javier, ed.  1996.  The Sociology of Law: Classical and Contemporary Perspectives.  New 

York, NY: St. Martin’s Press. 

• Deflem, Mathieu. 2008. Chapter 3, pages 56-74. “Emile Durkheim on Law and Social 

Solidarity.” Sociology of Law: Visions of a Scholarly Tradition. Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge University Press. 

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 3 (Structure and function of courts…) 

• News article: Leeson, Peter. 2012. “Justice, Medieval Style: The Case that Trial by Ordeal 

Actually Worked.” 

http://archive.boston.com/bostonglobe/ideas/articles/2010/01/31/justice_medieval_style/#:

~:text=But%20a%20closer%20look%20suggests,who%20had%20been%20wrongly%20ac

cused.&text=Ordeals%20were%20based%20on%20a,%E2%80%9D%20%2D%20the%20j

udgment%20of%20God. [Link posted onQ]. 

 

Reminder:  First half of class, Mr. Graeme Campbell, Librarian, will visit our class and run a 

hands-on session to aid you in researching and writing your essay. Be sure to bring your laptop 

computer to class! 

 

Reminder:  Team presentations begin this week (second half of class). 

 

 

 

 

 

http://archive.boston.com/bostonglobe/ideas/articles/2010/01/31/justice_medieval_style/#:~:text=But%20a%20closer%20look%20suggests,who%20had%20been%20wrongly%20accused.&text=Ordeals%20were%20based%20on%20a,%E2%80%9D%20%2D%20the%20judgment%20of%20God
http://archive.boston.com/bostonglobe/ideas/articles/2010/01/31/justice_medieval_style/#:~:text=But%20a%20closer%20look%20suggests,who%20had%20been%20wrongly%20accused.&text=Ordeals%20were%20based%20on%20a,%E2%80%9D%20%2D%20the%20judgment%20of%20God
http://archive.boston.com/bostonglobe/ideas/articles/2010/01/31/justice_medieval_style/#:~:text=But%20a%20closer%20look%20suggests,who%20had%20been%20wrongly%20accused.&text=Ordeals%20were%20based%20on%20a,%E2%80%9D%20%2D%20the%20judgment%20of%20God
http://archive.boston.com/bostonglobe/ideas/articles/2010/01/31/justice_medieval_style/#:~:text=But%20a%20closer%20look%20suggests,who%20had%20been%20wrongly%20accused.&text=Ordeals%20were%20based%20on%20a,%E2%80%9D%20%2D%20the%20judgment%20of%20God
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Week 4: Week of 26 September 

Where does law come from?  Does culture shape laws? 

• Hutchinson, Allan. C. 2011. “Is Eating People Wrong? The Law and Lore of the Sea.” In Is 

Eating People Wrong? Great Legal Cases and How They Shaped the World. Cambridge, 

UK: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 2, pages 13-40. 

• Borrows, John. 2005. “Indigenous Legal Traditions in Canada.” Journal of Law and Policy 

19: 167-223. 

• Kidder, Robert L. 1983. Connecting Law and Society. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall 

Inc. Chapter 3, pages 36-57. 

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 5 (Access to justice and legal ethics) 

• News article: CBC news story: July 23, 2012. “Americans with guns at border use ‘cultural 

difference’ defence.” See: 

https://proxy.queensu.ca/login?url=https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A628254358/AONE?u=

queensulaw&sid=bookmark-AONE&xid=7c206d9a [Link posted onQ]. 

 

Reminder: Anonymous check-in survey onQ (see Week 4 Survey) (2-5 mins.) by 11:59 PM 

Sunday 2 October. 
 

 

Week 5: Week of 3 October 

Where does law come from?  The needs of society as a whole or the interests of the 

powerful? 

• Chambliss, William. 1964. “A Sociological Analysis of the Law of Vagrancy.” Social 

Problems 12: 67-77. 

• Turk, Austin T. 1976. “Law as a Weapon in Social Conflict.” Social Problems 23(3): 276-

291. 

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 7 (Criminal Courts)  

• News article: “Trucker convoy…” Ottawa Citizen. 31 January 2022. 

https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/trucker-convoy-traffic-disruption-continue-

downtown-as-mayor-urges-protesters-to-leave [Link posted onQ]. 

 

 

Thanksgiving Holiday: Monday 10 October 

Fall Midterm break: Tuesday 11 to Friday 14 October 

 

 

Week 6: Week of 17 October 

All equal before the law or does the law have a differential impact? (by gender, race and 

social class) 

• Calavita, Kitty. 2006. “Collisions at the Intersection of Gender, Race, and Class: Enforcing 

the Chinese Exclusion Laws.” Law & Society Review 40(2): 249-81. 

• Behrens, Angela, Christopher Uggen, and Jeff Manza. 2003. “Ballot Manipulation and the 

“Menace of Negro Domination”: Racial Threat and Felon Disenfranchisement in the 

United States, 1850-2002.” American Journal of Sociology 109(3): 559-605.  

https://proxy.queensu.ca/login?url=https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A628254358/AONE?u=queensulaw&sid=bookmark-AONE&xid=7c206d9a
https://proxy.queensu.ca/login?url=https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A628254358/AONE?u=queensulaw&sid=bookmark-AONE&xid=7c206d9a
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/trucker-convoy-traffic-disruption-continue-downtown-as-mayor-urges-protesters-to-leave
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/trucker-convoy-traffic-disruption-continue-downtown-as-mayor-urges-protesters-to-leave
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• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 11 (Law and racial and ethnic inequality) 

• Law case: National Council of Canadian Muslims (NCCM) c Attorney General of Quebec 

(Wearing of Muslim Dress, Quebec) 2017 [see PDF posted in this week’s module onQ]. 

 

 

Week 7: Week of 24 October 

How do people think about law?  Where do they learn about law?  

• Ewick, Patricia and Susan S. Silbey. 1998. The Common Place of Law. Chicago, IL: 

University of Chicago Press. Chapter 3, “The Social Construction of Legality,” pages 33-

53. 

• Haltom, William and Michael McCann. 1998. Distorting the Law: Politics, Media, and the 

Litigation Crisis. Chicago, Ill: University of Chicago Press. Chapter 6, “Jave Jive: 

Genealogy of a Juridical Icon,” pages 186-226. 

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 8 (Juries) 

• Law case: CHP v City of Hamilton (Freedom of Speech) 2018 [PDF posted onQ]. 

 

Due: Essay due by 11:59 PM Monday 24 October; Grace period to 11:59 PM Thursday 27 

October. 
 

 

Week 8: Week of 31 October 

How do people think about law?  Why do they obey it? 

• Nagin, D. S. and R. Paternoster. 1993. “Enduring Individual-Differences and Rational 

Choice Theories of Crime.” Law & Society Review 27(3): 467-496. 

• Ostermann, Susan L. 2019. “Regulatory Pragmatism, Legal Knowledge and Compliance 

with Law in Areas of State Weakness.” Law & Society Review 53(3): 791-822. 

• An, Brian Y., Simon Porcher, Shui-Yan Tang, and Eunji Emily Kim. 2021. “Policy Design 

for COVID-19: Worldwide Evidence of the Efficacies of Early Mask Mandates and Other 

Policy Interventions.” Public Administration Review 81(6): 1157-1182. 

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 9 (Law & Social Control) 
 

 

Week 9: Week of 7 November 

When and why do people use law (or not) to resolve disputes?  What alternatives do they 

use? 

• Felstiner, William L. F., Richard L. Abel, and Austin Sarat. 1981. “The Emergence and 

Transformation of Disputes - Naming, Blaming, Claiming.” Law & Society Review 15(3-

4): 631-54. 

• Merry, Sally Engle. 1979. “Going to Court - Strategies of Dispute Management in an 

American Urban Neighborhood.” Law & Society Review 13(4): 891-925. 

• Taylor, Whitney K. 2018. “Ambivalent Legal Mobilization: Perceptions of Justice and the 

use of Tutela in Columbia.” Law & Society Review 52(2): 337-367. 

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 6 (Dispute resolution) 
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Week 10: Week of 14 November 

When and why do people use law (or not) to address injury or harm? 

• Macaulay, Stewart. 1979. “Lawyers and Consumer-Protection Laws.” Law & Society 

Review 14(1): 115-171 (read pages 115-151). 

• Robbennolt, Jennifer K. 2006. “Apologies and Settlement Levers.” Journal of Empirical 

Legal Studies 3(2): 333-373.  

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 4 (The legal profession) 

• Video: Mushtaq, Amer, LLB. “Different Types of Tort in Canada – Basic Concepts.” You 

Counsel YouTube channel. See: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8UVWx7OBXg 

[Link posted onQ]. 
 

 

Week 11: Week of 21 November 

How do corporations and organizations leverage law? 

• Galanter, Marc. 1974. “Why the ‘Haves’ Come out Ahead: Speculations on the Limits of 

Legal Change.” Law and Society Review 9: 95-160 (read pages 95-124 and 149-151). 

• Ipsen, Annabel. 2020. “Repeat Players, the Law, and Social Change: Redefining the 

Boundaries of Environmental and Labor Governance through Preemptive and 

Authoritarian Legality. Law & Society Review 54(1): 201-232. 

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 12 (Privacy and surveillance) 

 

 

Week 12: Week of 28 November 

Can law be an effective tool for social change? 

• Hoffman, Bruce. 2008. “Minding the Gap: Legal Ideals and Strategic Action in State 

Legislative Hearings.” Law & Social Inquiry 33(1): 89-126. 

• Fernández, Juan J. 2021. “Women’s Civil Rights and the Worldwide Liberalization of 

Abortion on Demand and for Socio-Economic Reasons.” The Sociological Quarterly 

62(1): 87-120. 

• Textbook: Lippman, Law & Society, Chapter 10 (The impact of law on society) 

• Law case: 2016 BCSC 971 British Columbia Supreme Court H. (H.), Re [PDF posted 

onQ]. 

 

 

8-22 December: examination period 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8UVWx7OBXg
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SUGGESTED TIME COMMITMENT  

Students can expect to spend approximately 8 to 10 hours a week in class and studying for this 

course. This will include the time you spend in class, studying course material, and completing 

homework or preparing for your larger assignments and exams. You are encouraged to use a 

term at a glance and a weekly study schedule (visit SASS) that distributes the 8-10 hours per 

week and avoid ‘cramming’.  This way you will be more likely to complete the course 

successfully and remember what you learned longer. 

 

TIMING OF FINAL EXAMINATIONS 

The exam dates for each Term are listed on the Faculty of Arts and Science webpage under 

Important Dates. Student exam schedules for the Fall Term are posted via SOLUS immediately 

prior to the Thanksgiving holiday; they are posted on the Friday before Reading Week for the 

Winter Term and for the summer term, they are individually noted on the Arts and Science 

Online syllabi. Students should delay finalizing any travel plans until after the examination 

schedule has been posted.  Exams will not be moved or deferred to accommodate 

employment, travel/holiday plans or flight reservations.    

 

ASSESSMENT 

 

Element Date(s) Due Percentage 

 

Presentation Sign up by 11:59 PM Sunday (1st week of course) 15 

Class participation Components:  

(1) memo due 11:59 PM night before class and 

(2) engagement in class discussion 

Both start as of week 2 

15 

Essay Due by 11:59 PM Monday 24 October 

 

30 

Final Examination Exam period  40 

Total  100 

 

Presentations: Students will work in teams of two to prepare and deliver a presentation.  Each 

presentation consists of a 15-20-minute overview (e.g., summary and your assessment) of an 

assigned research article, followed by a class discussion of questions you raise. The presentation 

counts for 15% of the final grade. During the first week, you will have an opportunity to sign up 

for your presentation topic and date (using the Week 1 Survey onQ). Presentations begin in week 

three. 

 

Class Participation: You are expected to attend class, read assigned course material before 

class, and prepare for, lead, and participate in classroom discussions. A grade for your overall 

class participation will be assigned by the instructor at the end of the term and it accounts for 

15% of your final grade. 

 

https://sass.queensu.ca/onlineresource/topics/
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/important-dates
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The participation grade consists of 2 components: a short reflective memo (due 11:59 PM onQ 

the night before each week’s class) and engagement in class discussion.  

 

Some students are shy to speak in class. Preparing the memo in advance helps students to engage 

in class discussion with greater confidence.  The 2 components also offer flexibility. 

Occasionally, you might not have time to write the memo, but you were able to read and discuss 

in class. Or one week you may be ill and need to miss class—the memo allows you to still 

participate. The system allows me 2 ways to hear what you are thinking. 

 

I keep track of your participation in class (memos and discussions).  At the halfway point (about 

week 6), I will post a midterm participation score so you can see how you are doing. 

 

1. What is a reflective memo? In preparation for class, students are invited to write a 

discussion question based on the week’s collection of materials (including journal articles 

and chapters, law cases, news articles, and videos). 

 

Good discussion questions are open-ended, potentially leading to a variety of responses. 

Good discussion questions also depend on careful reading of the text. Some good questions 

ask readers to look closely at particular passages and draw connections between those 

passages and the rest of the work. Other good questions make or challenge connections 

between the text in question and other course readings. Still others focus on the text’s 

consistency with widespread popular ideas, or its implications for public policy and law. 

 

You should also formulate a rationale for the question. Why is this an important question? 

How does the question connect themes across the readings? How might you begin to 

answer the question you posed? Bring your question to class and be prepared to discuss 

your rationale and thinking. 

 

B) Some ground rules for our seminar:  In a discussion seminar, it is essential that all 

participants stay focused on the group and the conversation. For that reason, the use of 

laptop computers and other mobile electronic devices is not permitted during student 

presentations and class discussions.  I recommend that you print the assigned readings on 

a weekly basis and bring them to class, or alternatively, take notes on the readings and 

bring your notes (printout or written) to class.  That said, when we have group work, 

students are free to consult materials on electronic devices. 

 

I encourage you to be respectful of fellow classmates in discussions, curious and open-

minded about others’ and one’s own perspectives, and cultivate an environment of 

mutual growth through collaboration and dialogue. 

 

 

Essay: The major assignment in the course is an essay (20 pages double-spaced) in which you 

examine how a particular law has been introduced or an existing law reformed. The essay allows 

you to explore social processes implicated in agitating for social change through law. The range 

of possible topics for this essay is broad, and you should feel welcome to explore historical or 
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contemporary examples, Canadian or international, of your choosing. You may choose to write 

the essay on your own or in collaboration with a classmate from our course. I will dedicate 

some class time to help you with effective research strategies, citation method, and essay writing 

style.  

 

Final exam: The final exam takes place during the examination period. Questions are essay-

style.  

 

 

GRADING METHOD 

Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale 

All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks. The final grade you 

receive for the course will be derived by converting your numerical course average to a letter 

grade according to Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale: 

 

 
Letter 

Grade 
Percentage 

Grade Point 

Equivalent 

Description 

A+ 90-100 4.3 Exceptional, outstanding, and excellent / superior 

performance. Normally achieved by a minority of students. 

Work shows mastery of subject matter, offers original insight, 

and/or goes beyond course expectations. These grades indicate 

a student who is self-initiating, exceeds expectation and has an 

insightful grasp of the subject matter.  

A 85-89 4.0 

A- 80-84 3.7 

B+ 77-79 3.3 Very good, good, and solid performance. Normally achieved 

by the largest number of students. These grades indicate a good 

grasp of the subject matter or excellent grasp in one area 

balanced with satisfactory grasp in another area. Work 

indicates a good command of the skills needed to work with 

course material, and full engagement with course requirements 

and activities. 

B 73-76 3.0 

B- 70-72 2.7 

C+ 67-69 2.3 Satisfactory or minimally satisfactory. These grades indicate 

a satisfactory performance and knowledge of the subject 

matter. Adequate comprehension of course material and the 

skills needed to work with the course material. Student has met 

basic requirements for completing assigned work. 

C 63-66 2.0 

C- 60-62 1.7 

D+ 57-59 1.3 Marginal performance. Wrote final examination and 

completed course requirements. Work indicates minimal 

command of the course materials and/or minimal participation 

in class activities. Some serious difficulties. Minimal pass. 

D 53-56 1.0 

D- 50-52 0.7 

F 49 and below 0.0 Failure is earned by work, which after the completion of course 

requirements, is inadequate and unworthy of course credit 

toward the degree. 

 

COURSE FEEDBACK 

Early in the course (week 4), students will be invited to complete an anonymous survey onQ. 

The survey solicits feedback that will enable the instructor to make adjustments to improve the 

learning environment for you while you are in the course!  
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TIPS FOR SUCCESS 

Asking questions: Students are welcome to ask questions in class and during posted office hours. 

If you wish to discuss a matter specific to you (for example, missing a test, disability 

accommodation, help with a written assignment), please come by my office. I like talking with 

students and I would rather help you in person than send e-mail replies. 

 

Class notes: If you miss class, ask to copy the notes from one of your classmates. Then see me to 

clarify anything you do not understand. I am happy to assign supplementary readings in the event 

of missed classes. 

 

Grading: At the end of the semester, I compute a total score for each student (for example, 83.5 

out of 100 possible points). I then make cut-points for the grades based on the class distribution 

of scores. I try to ensure that students who do all the readings, attend the class and participate 

actively can generally earn grades of B or better in my classes. Blowing off readings or class is 

almost certain to hurt your grade. 

 

Reading: You should expect to read and understand about 75-120 pages weekly. This is an 

upper-level course and the readings are challenging (but interesting!). 

 

 

POLICIES  

 

Late Policy 

In acknowledging the challenges associated with university studies and pandemic, I want to be 

flexible to accommodate students who are overwhelmed and having difficulty getting 

assignments in on time, but I need to set some time limits so that your progress in the course is 

not hindered and so I can offer timely feedback and assessment. You can hand in your essay 

assignment on the original due date listed in the course syllabus and receive a bonus reward of 

1% to your final grade. If you hand in your essay after the original due date but before the flex 

deadline (one week later), you will not be penalized.  

 

Here is an example of how the system will work: The essay is due by 11:59 PM Monday 24 

October via onQ.  If submitted by that time/date, you will receive a 1% bonus added to your final 

grade. Otherwise, you have until 11:59 PM Monday 7 November (one week later) with no 

penalty. After the flex period (11:59 PM Monday 7 November), a 5% per day late penalty, 

including weekend days, applies. 

 

The flex period is available to all students—no documentation is required. Short term academic 

consideration is therefore built into the essay assignment due dates and will not be extended past 

this flex period.  

 

Advice: I recommend you aim to upload your assignments at least one hour prior to the deadline 

to avoid technical difficulties and late penalty. 
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Note: Requests for extensions and deferred exams require students come see me in my office to 

make arrangements (unless hospitalized or too ill to leave home—in which case, come see me 

when you recover). 

 

Student number rather than name on essay assignment: I typically grade papers and exams 

anonymously (by student identification numbers rather than names) to avoid favoritism or other 

biases. Universal standards and strict deadlines are the best way I know to provide equal 

opportunities to all students. 

 

ATTENDANCE   

Attendance is important in a seminar course. But I understand that sometimes students need to 

miss a class. Don’t worry if over the course of the semester you need to miss seminar class one 

week. If you miss more than 2 weeks, however, it is likely to impact your grade. 

 

ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS 

Students must complete all elements to pass the course, regardless of grade earned. Elements 

include participation, presentation, essay, and final exam. 

 

CLASSROOM (AND ONLINE) ETIQUETTE 

University is a place to share, question, and challenge ideas. Each student brings a different set of 

lived experiences. You can help to create a safe, respectful place for learners by promoting the 

following guidelines:   

  

1. Make a personal commitment to learn about, understand, and support your peers.  

2. Assume the best of others and expect the best of them.  

3. Acknowledge the impact of oppression on other people's lives and make sure your writing 

is respectful and inclusive.  

4. Recognize and value the experiences, abilities, and knowledge each person brings.  

5. Pay close attention to what your peers write before you respond. Think through and re-read 

your writings before you post or send them to others.  

6. It’s alright to disagree with ideas, but do not make personal attacks.  

7. Be open to being challenged or confronted on your ideas and challenge others with the 

intent of facilitating growth. Do not demean or embarrass others.  

8. Encourage others to develop and share their ideas.  

 

 

THIS COURSE USES UNIVERSAL DESIGN FOR LEARNING—WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?  

Universal Design for Learning is a framework for designing courses that removes barriers to 

learning wherever possible, and that moves beyond physical concerns to consider all aspects of 

the learning environment. So, what does this look like in our course?  

 

I provide foundational knowledge through lectures that integrate theory, empirical 

applications, and policy. The lectures bring together themes from readings and situate the 

readings in a broader disciplinary context.  
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I teach to different learnings styles by presenting content in a variety of ways (e.g., lectures, 

readings, videos, and legal cases) and providing different types of assessments (e.g., 

presentation, participation that is both verbal and written through reflection page, opportunity to 

collaborate on essay assignments, and an exam with combination of question formats). 

 

I make expectations very clear. These are laid out in the syllabus. OnQ also provides modules 

to guide you. 

 

I ensure course content has utility and relevance. In this course, you will read about 

contemporary and historical laws, analyze law cases, and hear the lived experiences of people 

engaged with the legal system (as plaintiffs, accused, lawyers). The assignments have been 

designed for you to apply what you are learning about the sociology of law. Written assignments 

invite evaluation and self-reflection.  

 

I build flexibility into the course in this way: Students will have the opportunity to sign up for 

their top 5 preferences for presentation topics and dates (I’ll do my best to land you with your top 

choices). Participation includes both verbal and a written component to help students prepare and 

to support students who are more introverted. Students have the option to collaborate with a 

classmate on the essay. The essay has a one-week flex period. Beyond this flexibility, due dates 

are firm in fairness to all students in our course. 

 

I foster an accepting and supportive classroom climate. I invite active participation and 

questions during class. I also invite you to meet with me in office hours for any help you need.  

 

I rarely send announcements: I think students are bombarded with messages. I will rarely send 

announcements via onQ or email. 

 

CONTACTING ME 

Treat email as you would any professional correspondence—be polite; address your email with a 

greeting (e.g., “Dear Professor Kay”); sign your email with a salutation (“Sincerely”) and your 

full name. In the subject heading make reference to the course number and topic of your message 

(e.g., “SOCY305, request for meeting”). When you receive a reply, acknowledge receipt by 

saying “Thank you for your help” (if a question is answered) or stating agreement (if a meeting 

time is set). These basic communication skills will be an asset to you in your career beyond 

university.  

 

Use class time and office hours to discuss course content; use e-mail to book an appointment 

outside office hours if you have a class conflict with office hours. I strive to respond to e-mail 

messages within 2 working days (48 hours) except weekends. 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR DISABILITIES  

Queen's University is committed to achieving full accessibility for people with disabilities. Part 

of this commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for students with disabilities 

to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate in all their academic activities. The 
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Senate Policy for Accommodations for Students with Disabilities was approved at Senate in 

November 2016. If you are a student with a disability and think you may need academic 

accommodations, you are strongly encouraged to contact the Queen's Student Accessibility 

Services (QSAS) and register as early as possible.  For more information, including important 

deadlines, please visit the QSAS website.    

 

ACADEMIC CONSIDERATION FOR STUDENTS IN EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES 

Academic consideration is a process for the university community to provide a compassionate 

response to assist students experiencing unforeseen, short-term extenuating circumstances that 

may impact or impede a student’s ability to complete their academics. This may include but is 

not limited to:  

▪ Short-term physical or mental health issues (e.g., stomach flu, pneumonia, COVID 

diagnosis, vaccination, etc.)  

▪ Responses to traumatic events (e.g., death of a loved one, divorce, sexual assault, etc.)  

▪ Requirements by law or public health authorities (e.g., court date, isolation due to 

COVID exposure, etc.) 

 

Queen’s University is committed to providing academic consideration to students experiencing 

extenuating circumstances. For more information, please see the Senate Policy on Academic 

Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances. 

 

Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a consistent and equitable approach in dealing 

with requests for academic consideration for students facing extenuating circumstances.  Arts 

and Science undergraduate students can find the Faculty of Arts and Science protocol and the 

portal where a request can be submitted. Students in other Faculties and Schools who are 

enrolled in this course should refer to the protocol for their home Faculty. 

 

For guidance on submitting requests, please see refer to the Resource Guides available on the 

Academic Consideration website under “Applying for Academic Consideration.” 

 

N.B: The COVID-19 pandemic is an evolving situation. If you have symptoms or are deemed a 

close contact of someone with COVID, please access our COVID-Related Absence Reference 

Guide on the Academic Consideration website. This guide will provide you with information on 

applying for consideration, the types of documentation (including non-medical documentation) 

you can use to support your request, as well as insight into how the Faculty office will assess 

these requests.   

 

If you need to request academic consideration for this course, you will be required to provide the 

following name and email address to ensure it reaches our team accordingly: 

Instructor’s name: Dr. F. Kay 

Instructor’s email address: kayf@queensu.ca 

 

https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-accommodations-students-disabilities-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-accommodations-students-disabilities-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/sites/default/files/covid-19_reference_guide_-_033022_update.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/sites/default/files/covid-19_reference_guide_-_033022_update.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
mailto:kayf@queensu.ca
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Students are encouraged to submit requests as soon as the need becomes apparent and to contact 

their Professors/Course Coordinators as soon as possible once Consideration has been verified. 

Any delay in contact may limit the Consideration options available.  

 

Please follow up with me using email within 2 days of receiving verification of your 

Consideration request.  

 

For more information on the Academic Consideration process, what is and is not an extenuating 

circumstance, and to submit an Academic Consideration request, please see the Faculty of Arts 

and Science Academic Consideration website.  

 

Short version from Dr. Kay: If you are ever in doubt about whether you are eligible for an 

extension, please reach out to me. I would much rather hear about a case where I cannot grant an 

extension than not hear about a case where I can grant an extension.  

 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

University standard version: Queen’s students, faculty, administrators and staff all have 

responsibilities for upholding the fundamental values of academic integrity; honesty, trust, 

fairness, respect, responsibility and courage. These values are central to the building, nurturing, 

and sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. 

Adherence to the values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the 

"freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see 

the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities). 

 

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic 

integrity and for ensuring that their assignments and their behaviour conform to the principles of 

academic integrity. Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science 

Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1), on the Arts and Science website, and from the instructor 

of this course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized 

materials, facilitation, forgery, use of forged materials, contract cheating, unauthorized use of 

intellectual property, unauthorized collaboration, failure to abide by academic rules, departure 

from the core values of academic integrity, and falsification, and are antithetical to the 

development of an academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, 

actions which contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions appropriate to the 

severity of the departure that can range from a warning or the loss of grades on an assignment to 

the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the university. 

 

Please note that we have had issues in the past with unintended plagiarism in this 

course. Regardless of how and where you retrieve information, the principles of academic 

integrity apply. Please visit these helpful websites to help you make sure that you are able to 

write things in your own words: 

▪ https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-plagiarismcheating 

▪ https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-plagiarism-paraphrasing 

▪ http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html 

https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-plagiarismcheating
https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-plagiarism-paraphrasing
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html
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Short version from Dr. Kay: You do not need to cheat. You do not want to cheat. Very bad 

things will happen if you cheat. Do not cheat. 

 

COPYRIGHT OF COURSE MATERIALS 

Course materials created by the course instructor, including all slides, presentations, handouts, 

tests, exams, and other similar course materials, are the instructor's intellectual property. It is a 

departure from academic integrity to distribute, publicly post, sell or otherwise disseminate an 

instructor's course materials or to provide an instructor's course materials to anyone else for 

distribution (including note sharing sites), posting, sale or other means of dissemination without 

the instructor's express consent.  A student who engages in such conduct may be subject to 

penalty for a departure from academic integrity and may also face adverse legal consequences 

for infringement of intellectual property rights.    

 

TURNITIN STATEMENT 

This course uses Turnitin, a third-party application that helps maintain standards of excellence in 

academic integrity. Normally, students will be required to submit their course assignments 

through onQ to Turnitin. In doing so, students' work will be included as source documents in the 

Turnitin reference database, where they will be used solely to detect plagiarism.  

Turnitin is a suite of tools that provide instructors with information about the authenticity of 

submitted work and facilitates the process of grading. Turnitin compares submitted files against 

its extensive database of content and produces a similarity report and a similarity score for each 

assignment. A similarity score is the percentage of a document that is similar to content held 

within the database. Turnitin does not determine if an instance of plagiarism has occurred. 

Instead, it gives instructors the information they need to select the authenticity of work as a part 

of a larger process.  

 

OTHER GRADING MATTERS 

Grade Reappraisal: If you wish to have an assignment re-graded, I encourage you to first meet 

with your assigned teaching assistant to go over the essay. Our teaching assistants are happy to 

provide feedback after essay completion. If after meeting with your teaching assistant, you feel 

the essay merits a higher grade, you may submit a written request via email to me outlining why 

you think the assignment deserves a different grade (Helpful tip: try to craft a paragraph that 

highlights the strengths of your assignment so I can read the assignment in a new light). The 

request must reference the comments provided. Please note, the grade can go up, down or stay 

the same. Grade reappraisals must be submitted within 2 weeks of the grade posting onQ. 

 

Re-writes and Supplemental Work: There are no re-writes on exams in this class and no extra 

credit work will be given. These practices violate university regulations and are unfair to other 

students.  

 

USEFUL WEBSITES & LINKS 

 

Law Library 

You will want to venture into the Queen’s University Lederman law library (on Union Street). 

The library offers a wealth of books, journals, government reports, statutes and legal codes, and 
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cases. The law librarians are available to help as you learn how to search legal cases and judicial 

decisions.  

 

Research Journals 

Both Stauffer library and Lederman Law libraries (also accessible via on-line through the 

Queen’s University library website) offer the opportunity to search journal articles in sociology, 

criminology, and law disciplines.  

 

Useful web-links for researching law: 

• Life of the Law: http://www.lifeofthelaw.org/#&panel1-1 

• Open Global Rights: http://www.opendemocracy.net/openglobalrights 

• The Society Pages: http://thesocietypages.org/ 

• Public Criminology: http://thesocietypages.org/pubcrim/ 

 

Further helpful links: See course onQ, module, Helpful Resources. 

 

 

******************* 

https://qwa.queensu.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=c9iYgU-NPE2x6mHJXjJmMctTdIeIRtEILZkIIcBRsSj7tj9E-6nXHnrzOLuyjRt9uSyQf2aFkNo.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.lifeofthelaw.org%2f%23%26panel1-1
https://qwa.queensu.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=c9iYgU-NPE2x6mHJXjJmMctTdIeIRtEILZkIIcBRsSj7tj9E-6nXHnrzOLuyjRt9uSyQf2aFkNo.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.opendemocracy.net%2fopenglobalrights
https://qwa.queensu.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=c9iYgU-NPE2x6mHJXjJmMctTdIeIRtEILZkIIcBRsSj7tj9E-6nXHnrzOLuyjRt9uSyQf2aFkNo.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fthesocietypages.org%2f
https://qwa.queensu.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=c9iYgU-NPE2x6mHJXjJmMctTdIeIRtEILZkIIcBRsSj7tj9E-6nXHnrzOLuyjRt9uSyQf2aFkNo.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fthesocietypages.org%2fpubcrim%2f

