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Queen’s University 
Department of Sociology 

SOCIOLOGY 122 

Course Syllabus and Fall Term Readings for 2022 

Instructor:   Rob Beamish 
D402 Mackintosh-Corry Hall  
Tel: (613) 533-6000 ext. 74876 
e-mail: rob.beamish@queensu.ca

Office Hours: by email appointment 

Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites for SOCY 122; the course is open to any un-
dergraduate student enrolled at Queen’s. SOCY 122 serves as the basic prerequisite for 
all upper year SOCY courses. A student must achieve a grade of at least C+ in SOCY 
122 to register in further courses in the Department.  

Course Description: 

SOCY 122 is designed to introduce students to the “sociological perspective” and the 
way sociologists approach and study the social world. It also introduces students to a 
number of substantive areas of study undertaken by sociologists. 

In the first half of the course, students will begin by exploring themselves as part of a 
particular age cohort—as “Generation Z.” The profile of Gen Z is developed further 
through the use of what C. Wright Mills called "the sociological imagination," providing 
students with an initial, sociological frame of reference to critically examine themselves. 
That analysis takes place within the context of the opportunities and challenges that 
higher education provides for today's students.  

The course then begins to deepen students’ sociological awareness by examining how 
individuals engage with the social and natural worlds and the manner in which that en-
gagement is socially constructed. Next, students consider the scientific nature of sociol-
ogy, the importance of its various theoretical traditions, and the basic elements that con-
stitute a sociological theory. These lectures provide students with the tools to critically 
examine the work of four classical analyses of social life—the work of Karl Marx, Emile 
Durkheim, Max Weber, and Mary Wollstonecraft.  

In the second half, students are introduced to several substantive areas of sociological 
study—the study of power in society; social inequality and the intersectional nature of 
gender, class, and race; culture—what it is and its significance; deviance, substance 
abuse and policing; and issues of surveillance in society. 

In addition to introducing students to sociology as a discipline and some of its various 
sub-fields, students are given the opportunity to develop skills in information literacy and 
communication. Basic library research skills and critical thinking skills are emphasized in 
association with sociological analysis. At the end of this course, students should have a 
solid background in the discipline and be well on the way of transforming themselves 
from passive information consumers to critical, knowledge producers. 

mailto:rob.beamish@queensu.ca
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Intended Student Learning Outcomes 

Students who actively engage with the course material and assignments will leave this 
class with the following knowledge and skills. 

Course Content 

Students will be able to: 

• identify and explain the importance of the main characteristics of themselves as
members of “Generation Z” and the strengths they bring, and challenges they will
face, in their journey through today’s higher education system in Canada;

• identify and recall key information regarding C. Wright Mills’s conception of “the
sociological imagination.”

• explain the importance of sociology as a particular, scientific discipline, charac-
terized by the cumulation of knowledge through the development of several ra-
tional discourses that seek to critically grasp the social lifeworld.

• critically discuss the fundamental features of several of the most significant dis-
courses that shape the study of the social lifeworld today.

• critically assess the three dimensions of power that are found in the social life-
world and explain how they impact Canada’s social structure.

• identify and discuss the central issues related to social inequality, in general, and
the impact of class, race, ethnicity, and gender on Canadians in their everyday
lives today.

• identify some of the main issues sociologists address regarding so-called “devi-
ant behaviour,” substance (ab)use, and policing.

• discuss the nature and impact of various means of surveillance found in Canadi-
ans’ everyday lives.

• develop and employ what Mills termed “a vocabulary adequate for clear social re-
flection.”

Skill Development  

Students will be able to: 

• generate written arguments supported with quality academic materials from ap-
propriate databases.

• demonstrate academic integrity (see the section on academic integrity below)
and understand what constitutes a deviation from academic integrity including,
but not limited to, what is involved with plagiarism.

• increase reading comprehension through the use of original sources.
• enhance study and presentation skills through tutorials, required readings, and

lecture study questions.
• demonstrate responsibility and accountability in personal and group contexts.

Critical Thinking  

Students will be able to: 

• engage in critical thinking about social issues.
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• analyze and evaluate social phenomena from within a sociological frame of refer-
ence as opposed to relying on “the natural attitude,” their “everyday stocks of
knowledge,” or a psychological frame of reference.

• develop an awareness of the limits to, and the contextual basis of, knowledge.

Estimated time commitment 

Activities Average 
Hours Per 
Week 

Number of 
Weeks 

Total Hours 

Lectures 2 24 48 

Activity/Tutorial 
Sessions 

1 24 24 

Reading and 
Private Study 

7 24 168 

Total Hours for 
Course 

10 24 240 

Questions about the Course; Contacting the Teaching Team 

Throughout this course, you may come upon some general questions about the course 
and any assignments. If you think that your question may benefit other students, you are 
invited to post your question in the Course Questions discussion forum. Feel free to help 
answer your peers’ questions on this forum. The teaching team will monitor this discus-
sion forum and answer questions. Most questions will be answered within 24 hours.  Any 
other questions that you would prefer to share privately, you may email me or your TA. 

Equity Statement 

Equity in an educational institution is achieved when all members of our society have fair 
and equal opportunity to participate in and enjoy the benefits of an education, including 
the opportunity to experience success and human dignity while developing the skills, 
knowledge and attitudes necessary to contribute as leaders and citizens in society. 

Land Acknowledgement 

I understand that Queen’s is located on territory included in the Dish With One Spoon 
Wampum Belt Covenant, made among the Iroquois Confederacy and the Confederacy 
of the Ojibwe and allied nations to peaceably share and care for the resources around 
the Great Lakes. The Kingston Indigenous community continues to reflect the area’s An-
ishinaabek and Haudenosaunee roots. There is also a significant Métis community as 
well as First Peoples from other Nations across Turtle Island present here today. 

Academic Integrity 

Academic Integrity is constituted by the six core fundamental values of honesty, trust, 
fairness, respect, responsibility and courage (see www.academicintegrity.org). These 

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
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values are central to the building, nurturing and sustaining of an academic community in 
which all members of the community will thrive. Adherence to the values expressed 
through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and exchange 
of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on Prin-
ciples and Priorities http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-
and-priorities). 

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning ac-
ademic integrity and for ensuring that their assignments conform to the principles of aca-
demic integrity. Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science 
Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1 http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calen-
dars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1), on the Arts and Science website 
(see http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integrity), and 
from the instructor of this course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, 
use of unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery and falsification, and are antithetical to 
the development of an academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these 
matters, actions which contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions 
that can range from a warning or the loss of grades on an assignment to the failure of a 
course to a requirement to withdraw from the university. 

Accommodations for Disabilities 

Queen's University is committed to achieving full accessibility for people with disabilities. 
Part of this commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for students with 
disabilities to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate in all of their aca-
demic activities. The Senate Policy for Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
was approved at Senate in November 2016 (see https://www.queensu.ca/secretar-
iat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrus-
tees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf). If you are a student with a disability and think 
you may need academic accommodations, you are strongly encouraged to contact 
the Queen's Student Accessibility Services (QSAS) and register as early as possi-
ble.  For more information, including important deadlines, please visit the QSAS website 
at:  http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/  

Academic Consideration for Students with Extenuating Circumstances 

Queen’s University is committed to providing academic consideration to students experi-
encing extenuating circumstances that are beyond their control and are interfering with 
their ability to complete academic requirements related to a course for a short period of 
time, not to exceed three months. Students receiving academic consideration must meet 
all essential requirements of a course. The Senate Policy on Academic Consideration for 
Students in Extenuating Circumstances was approved at Senate in 2017 (see 
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/poli-
cies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Cir-
cumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf) Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a 
consistent and equitable approach in dealing with requests for academic consideration 
for students facing extenuating circumstances.  Arts and Science undergraduate stu-
dents can find the Faculty of Arts and Science protocol and the portal where a request 
can be submitted at: http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations. Students in other 
Faculties and Schools who are enrolled in this course should refer to the protocol for 
their home Faculty. 

http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integrity
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations
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If you need to request academic consideration for this course, you will be required to 
provide the name and email address of the instructor/coordinator. Please use the follow-
ing: Rob Beamish (rob.beamish@queensu.ca).  

Textbooks: 

The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contemporary Society 2nd ed. by 
Rob Beamish (University of Toronto Press, 2016). The text is specifically designed and 
revised for the first half of this introductory course. 

Kickstarting Your Academic Career by Robert Ostergard and Stacy Fisher (University of 
Toronto Press, 2017). 

The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology edited by George Ritzer and Michael Ryan 
(Wiley-Blackwell, 2011). While you may wish to purchase the encyclopedia as a book 
through the Campus Book Store, you may also access it in a pdf format through the 
Queen's Library System (see Concise Encyclopedia). This book complements the mate-
rial presented in this course and is an excellent resource for students in sociology, global 
development studies, gender studies, cultural studies, political studies, history, and phi-
losophy throughout their undergraduate careers. 

ASA Style Manual: The Department has developed a style manual to assist students in 
the preparation of their essay assignments for this course and subsequent courses in 
sociology. The presentation and reference style indicated in the manual must be used 
for both assignments in this course. The Department’s manual is available on the SOCY 
122 homepage. 

Course Evaluation: 

Encyclopedia Assignment 5% due September 30, 2022 

Conducting research Assignment 5% due October 21, 2022 

Annotated Bibliography 15% due November 11, 2022 

Tutorial work  5% continuous assessment 

December exam 20% during exam period 

Thesis statement 5% due February 17, 2023 

Essay assignment  20% due March 4, 2023 

Tutorial work   5% continuous assessment 

Final exam  20% during exam period 

In this course, some components will be graded using numerical percentage marks, 
other components will receive letter grades. For the assignments marked as letter 
grades, for the calculation of your final mark, the letter grades are converted to numeri-
cal values on basis of the Faculty of Arts and Science’s approved scale: 

mailto:rob.beamish@queensu.ca
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Assignment mark Numerical value for calcu-
lation of final mark 

A+ 93 

A 87 

A- 82 

B+ 78 

B  75 

B- 72 

C+ 68 

C 65 

C- 62 

D+ 58 

D 55 

D- 52 

F48 (F+) 48 

F24 (F) 24 

F0 (0) 0 
 
Your final grade will be converted to, and submitted as, a letter grade according to Queen’s 
Official Grade Conversion Scale:     
                                 

Grade 
Numerical 

Course Average 
(Range) 

A+ 90-100 

A 85-89 

A- 80-84 

B+ 77-79 

B 73-76 

B- 70-72 

C+ 67-69 

C 63-66 

C- 60-62 

D+ 57-59 

D 53-56 

D- 50-52 

F 49 and below 
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Fall Term Lectures and Readings 

 
 
September 6: Course Introduction 
 
September 7: Preparing to Excel at University 
 
Required Reading: "Introduction" (pp. xiii-xvii), Chapter One "Where to Start? The Ba-
sics of the Classroom," (pp. 1-23), Chapter Two “So You Thought You Knew How to 
Read? Readings and Notes for Class,” (pp. 25-38) in Kickstarting Your Academic Ca-
reer. 
 
Optional Reading: “Preface” (pp. ix-xiii) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Ap-
proaches to Contemporary Society (second edition). 
 
September 13: Profiles of Students Today 
 
Required Reading: Chapter One “Visions and Profiles of Students Today,” (pp. 3-26) in 
The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contemporary Society (second edi-
tion).  
 
Optional Supplementary Material: Beloit College, “The Mindset List: 2022 List [The 
Last Beloit Mindset List]” (http://themindsetlist.com/2018/08/beloit-college-mindset-list-
class-2022/). Retrieved September 2, 2022.  
Tom McBride, "The 18-er File: Fascinating Facts about Today's New Voters and College 
Students” (http://themindsetlist.com/2022/08/the-18-er-file-66-intriguing-facts-about-
todays-new-voters-and-college-students/). Retrieved September 2, 2022.  
Michael Wesch, “A Vision of Students Today,” 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o). Retrieved July 26, 2022.  
Michael Wesch, “‘a few ideas …’ (Visions of Students Today)” 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jrXpitAlva0). Retrieved August 2, 2022. 
MadV "One World." Retrieved September 2, 2022. 
MadV "The Message." Retrieved September 2, 2022. 
Don Pittis "Yes, Post-Secondary Education Makes You Rich, but that May Not be the 
Best Part." Retrieved September 2, 2022. 
 
September 14: Generation Z and the University Experience 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Two “Generation Z and The Promise of Sociology,” (pp. 
27-42) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contemporary Society 
(second edition). 
 
Suggested Supplementary Reading: C. Wright Mills, “The Promise.” Pp. 3-24 in The 
Sociological Imagination. New York: Oxford University Press, 1959 (posted on onQ).  
 
Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Mills, C. Wright,” “Sociological Imagi-
nation,” “Schütz, Alfred,” “McLuhan, Marshall,” and “Everyday Life,” (pp. 406-7, 598-9, 
517, 381, 202-3) in The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology;  
 
“Information R/evolution” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
4CV05HyAbM&feature=relmfu) Retrieved September 1, 2022;  
 

http://themindsetlist.com/2018/08/beloit-college-mindset-list-class-2022/
http://themindsetlist.com/2018/08/beloit-college-mindset-list-class-2022/
http://themindsetlist.com/2022/08/the-18-er-file-66-intriguing-facts-about-todays-new-voters-and-college-students/
http://themindsetlist.com/2022/08/the-18-er-file-66-intriguing-facts-about-todays-new-voters-and-college-students/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jrXpitAlva0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHc0xjRGI60
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-BzXpOch-E
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/education-canada-economics-1.4268921
https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/education-canada-economics-1.4268921
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4CV05HyAbM&feature=relmfu
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4CV05HyAbM&feature=relmfu


 8 

“The Machine is Us/ing Us (Final Version)” 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLlGopyXT_g&feature=relmfu) Retrieved August 2, 
2022.  
 
September 20: Generation Z and the University Experience (continued) 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Two “Generation Z and The Promise of Sociology,” (pp. 
42-57) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contemporary Society 
(second edition). 
 
Chapter Five “Can You Google That?” (pp. 85-103) in Kickstarting Your Academic Ca-
reer. 
 
September 21: Higher Education’s Challenges and Rewards 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Three “The Light of Reason: Higher Education’s Chal-
lenges” (pp. 59-82) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contemporary 
Society (second edition). 
 
Suggested Supplementary Reading: C. Wright Mills, “On Intellectual Craftsmanship.” 
Pp. 195-226 in The Sociological Imagination. New York: Oxford University Press, 1959 
(posted on onQ). 
 
September 27: Engaging with the Social World 
 
Required Reading: Rob Beamish, “Engaging with the Social World” (pp. 1-13) (posted 
on onQ). 
 
September 28: Engaging with the Social World (continued) 
 
Required Reading: Rob Beamish, “Engaging with the Social World” (pp. 13-22) (posted 
on onQ). 
 
October 4: Sociology as Scientific Discourse: Competing Traditions, Cumulative 
Knowledge 
 
Required Reading: Rob Beamish, “Sociology as Scientific Discourse: Competing Tradi-
tions, Cumulative Knowledge, and Core Concepts,” (pp. 1-9) (posted on onQ). 
 
October 5: Sociology as Scientific Discourse: Core Concepts 
 
Required Reading: Rob Beamish, “Sociology as Scientific Discourse: Competing Tradi-
tions, Cumulative Knowledge, and Core Concepts,” (pp. 9-14) (posted on onQ). 
 
October 10: Thanksgiving 
October 11-14 Fall Reading Week 
 
October 18: Karl Marx and the Dialectic of Dynamic, Unstable Social Formations 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Four “Marx and the Dialectic of Dynamic, Unstable Social 
Formations” (pp. 83-99) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contem-
porary Society (second edition).  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLlGopyXT_g&feature=relmfu
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Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Marx, Karl,” “Engels, Friedrich,” “Hegel, 
GWF,” “Dialectic,” “Feuerbach, Ludwig,” “Smith, Adam,” “Political Economy,” and “Marx-
ism and Sociology” (pp. 371-3, 186-7, 281, 147-8, 231, 553, 445-6, and 374-5) in The 
Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology. 
 
October 19: Karl Marx and the Dynamics of Social Change 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Four “Marx and the Dialectic of Dynamic, Unstable Social 
Formations,” (pp. 99-107) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Con-
temporary Society (second edition).  
 
Suggested Supplementary Readings: Karl Marx, “‘Preface’, Towards the Critique of 
Political Economy.” Pp. 55-66 in Intersections Readings in Sociology’s Task and Prom-
ise, edited by Rob Beamish. Boston: Pearson Custom Publishing, 2005 (posted on 
onQ). 
 
Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Base and Superstructure,” “Economic 
Development,” and “Economic Sociology: Classical Political Economic Perspectives,” 
(pp. 24-5, 169-70, 170-1,) in The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology. 
 
October 24-28 Library Lab Tutorials 
October 25: Karl Marx and the Dynamics of Social Change 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Four “Marx and the Dialectic of Dynamic, Unstable Social 
Formations,” (pp. 107-120) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Con-
temporary Society (second edition).  
 
Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Economic Determinism,” (pp. 24-5) in 
The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology. 
 
October 26: Marx and the Dynamics of Modernity 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Five “Marx, the Communist Manifesto, and Modernity” (pp. 
121-138) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contemporary Society 
(second edition).  
 
Suggested Supplementary Reading: Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, “Preamble,” and 
“Bourgeoisie and Proletarians” in Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Manifesto of the Com-
munist Party. Retrieved July 31, 2022 (https://www.marxists.org/ar-
chive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch01.htm).  
 
Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Bourgeoisie and Proletariat,” “Capital-
ism,” “Communism,” “Socialism,” “Industrial Revolution,” “Capitalism, Social Institutions 
of,” “Industrialization,” and “Modernity” (pp. 41, 47-8, 73-4, 585-6, 316-17, 48-9, 317, 
169-70, 408-9) in The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology. 
 
November 1: Emile Durkheim and the Classical Tradition  
 
Required Reading: Chapter Six “From Descartes to Durkheim: Towards a Science of 
Society” (pp. 139-54) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contempo-
rary Society (second edition). 
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Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Comte, Auguste,” “Positivism,” “Empiri-
cism,” “Scientific Knowledge,” “Scientific Revolution,” (pp. 78-9, 456-7, 184-5, 520-1, 
521) in The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology. 
 
November 2: Emile Durkheim and the Classical Tradition (continued) 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Six “From Descartes to Durkheim: Towards a Science of 
Society” (pp. 154-63) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contempo-
rary Society (second edition).  
 
Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Division of Labor,” “Collective Con-
sciousness,” and “Solidarity, Mechanical and Organic” (pp. 154-5, 69-70, 603-4) in The 
Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology. 
 
November 8: Durkheim and the Methodology of the Social Sciences 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Seven “Durkheim and the Systematic Study of Social 
Facts” (pp. 165-73) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contemporary 
Society (second edition).  
 
Suggested Supplementary Readings: Emile Durkheim, “What is a Social Fact.” Pp. 
13-23 in The Rules of Sociological Method and Selected Texts on Sociology and Its 
Method, edited by Steven Lukes. New York: The Free Press, 1982 (posted on onQ 
course homepage). 
 
Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Social Fact,” “Durkheim, Emile,” (pp. 
561-2, 163-6) in The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology.  
 
Peter Berger, “Sociological Perspective: Man in Society.” Pp. 66-92 in Invitation to Soci-
ology. New York: Anchor Books, 1963 (posted on onQ). 
 
November 9: Suicide as a Social Phenomenon 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Seven “Durkheim and the Systematic Study of Social 
Facts” (pp. 173-81) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contemporary 
Society (second edition).  
 
Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Suicide,” “Anomie,” “Sacred,” “Sa-
cred/Profane,” (pp. 632-3, 16, 511, 511-12) in The Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology.  
 
November 15: Max Weber and the Classical Tradition 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Eight “Weber and the Interpretive Understanding of Social 
Action” (pp. 183-94) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contempo-
rary Society (second edition).  
 
Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Weber, Max,” “Verstehen,” “Ideal 
Type,” “Authority and Legitimacy,” “Rational Legal Authority,” “Rationalization,” “McDon-
aldization,” (pp. 686-8, 679-80, 298, 23, 495-6, 496, and 380) in The Concise Encyclope-
dia of Sociology. 
 
November 16: Max Weber and the Classical Tradition (continued) 
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Required Reading: Chapter Eight “Weber and the Interpretive Understanding of Social 
Action” (pp. 194-202) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Contempo-
rary Society (second edition).  
 
November 22: The Spirit of Capitalism and the Modern World 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Nine “The Spirit of Capitalism, Modernity, and the Post-
modern World” (pp. 203-15) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Con-
temporary Society (second edition).  
 
Optional Supplementary Material: The entry “Elective Affinity,” (p. 179) in The Concise 
Encyclopedia of Sociology. 
 
Suggested Supplementary Reading: Max Weber, “Asceticism and the Capitalist 
Spirit,” Pp. 185-202 in Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism and 
Other Writings.  Peter Baehr and Gordon Wells (eds.). New York: Penguin Books (avail-
able online through Stauffer Library). 
 
November 23: Weber, Modernism, and Postmodernism 
 
Required Reading: Chapter Nine “The Spirit of Capitalism, Modernity, and the Post-
modern World” (pp. 215-31) in The Promise of Sociology: Classical Approaches to Con-
temporary Society (second edition).  
 
Optional Supplementary Material: The entries “Modernization,” “Postmodern Culture,” 
and “Postmodern Social Theory” (pp. 409-11, 457-8, and 459-61) in The Concise Ency-
clopedia of Sociology. 
 
November 29: Mary Wollstonecraft and the Rights of Women 
 
Required Reading: Mary Wollstonecraft ([1817] 1841). Pp. 39-53 in Mary Wollstone-
craft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman, (2nd ed). London: T. Fisher, Unwin (pdf 
available on onQ; full text available through Stauffer https://babel.ha-
thitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015049221453&view=1up&seq=11&skin=2021).  
 
November 30: Exam Information and Questions  
 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015049221453&view=1up&seq=11&skin=2021
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015049221453&view=1up&seq=11&skin=2021
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