
               
 

Professor Alyssa Leblond 
Office location: Mackintosh-Corry Hall C501 
Email: a.leblond@queensu.ca 

Professor Office Hours Wednesdays 1:30-2:30 pm 

Teaching Assistants (TAs)   Katie Coleman (Group 1)                                                       
  Office: Mackintosh-Corry Hall D416 
  Office hours: Tuesdays 9:00-10:00 am 
  Email: kc138@queensu.ca 
 
  Shoshannah Lewis (Group 2) 
  Office: Mackintosh-Corry Hall D410A 
  Office hours: Mondays 11:30am-12:30pm 
  Email: sel13@queensu.ca  
 
**Note: TA groups will be assigned Week 3. 

 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
To begin, let us acknowledge that Queen’s University is situated on traditional Anishinaabe and 
Haudenosaunee territory. We are grateful to be able to be live, learn, and play, as guests, on these lands.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Canada’s criminal justice system is comprised of a variety of institutions/organizations delegated by 
municipal, provincial, and federal governments to respond to crime. While legislation outlines what the 
functions of these institutions/organizations are, research often problematizes whether or not these 
functions as detailed on paper are reflected in practice. This course will critically examine the various 
components of the criminal justice system drawing on Canadian and international research. The goal of 
the course is to deconstruct dominant views of what the criminal justice system purports to do and 
instead critically examine how it is used and its effects in practice.  
 
REQUIRED READINGS 
Griffiths, Curt. (2018). Canadian Criminal Justice: A Primer. 6th ed. Toronto: Nelson Canada.  
 
Note: used copies should be widely available. It may also be possible to purchase access to a digital copy. 
 
Additional readings are posted on onQ under their respective week. 
 
 
 

  SOCY 388: Sociology of Criminal Justice 
  Winter 2023 
  Modality: In-person 
  Mondays 1:00-2:20    and   Wednesdays 11:30-12:50 
  Location: Convocation Hall 
 
   
   
  Location: 
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mailto:sel13@queensu.ca


GRADING SCHEME 
Policy brief    15%   February 6th 
Take home assessment   25%   released February 27th due March 6th  
Term paper    30%   April 3rd  
Final exam    30%   TBD 
 
POLICY BRIEF (4-5 double spaced pages) due February 6th at 11:59pm EST 
A policy brief is a concise summary of information that is intended to provide readers with the necessary 
information to make an informed decision about a government policy. They are generally written for 
those able to make decisions about public policy with the aim of producing government policies grounded 
in rigorous research. For this assignment, students are to draw on peer reviewed journal articles to 
cultivate an argument on whether increasing police budgets is an effective tool for crime reduction. 
Based on the material presented, the policy brief should conclude with a recommendation on the best 
option to address this issue. More detailed instructions are uploaded to onQ under the “assignments” 
tab. 
 
TAKE HOME ASSESSMENT due March 6th at 11:59pm EST 
A take home assessment will be released to onQ on February 27th at the start of lecture time. This 
assessment is designed to be completed in 75 minutes but students will have 1 week to complete it. 
There will be no class on February 27th to allow students time to work on the assessment. Students 
should treat the assessment as an examination meaning that you are required to submit sole authored 
responses. You can work together in terms of discussing what you believe the correct answers are, 
however, you must write and submit your own assessment responses. The assessment will be based on 
all lecture material and assigned readings from week 1 up to and including the first half of week 6 
(including The Criminal Courts; not including Community Corrections). The assessment will include short-
answer questions and long-answer questions. 
 
TERM PAPER (8-10 double spaced pages) due April 3rd at 11:59pm EST 
The term paper instructions are posted on onQ. You are advised to start thinking about your paper early. 
You are strongly encouraged to meet with me or one of the TAs to discuss the direction of your paper. 
 
A copy of your term paper must be uploaded to onQ and to Turnitin (this happens automatically when 
uploaded to onQ; see policy below) by 11:59pm EST on April 3rd. If you do not submit a term paper you 
cannot make up this assignment, you will receive a grade of zero for the term paper and will 
automatically fail the course. 
 
FINAL EXAMINATION (TBD) 
A 2.5 hour final examination will be held during the final exam period. The final examination will be based 
on all lecture material and assigned readings covered over the duration of the course. The exam will focus 
heavily on material covered after the take home assessment (including Community Corrections (latter 
half of week 6) and onward) however, given that some topics build upon others, course material from 
before the midterm may come up and is fair game. The final exam will include multiple choice questions, 
short-answer questions, and long-answer questions. The exam will be a closed-book format; no external 
aids other than pens, pencils, and erasers, will be permitted. 
 
 
 



What is ‘crime’, who is a ‘criminal’, and how does the criminal justice system work? 

Police culture. 

Police use of force. 

Policing and marginalized communities. 

Structure and operation of the criminal courts. 

Review syllabus and introduction to the course. 

Unpacking our modern obsession with ‘crime’. 

ATTENDANCE 
Attendance is required and students are responsible for ALL material presented in class. Students who are 
unable to attend class on a given day are responsible for obtaining, from their classmates, notes on all 
material covered, as well as information regarding any announcements made in class.   
 
 
Lecture slides will be posted to onQ prior to class. 
 

 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

Week 1: Introduction                                                               January 9th and January 11th 

 

 

 

Readings: 

• Hulsman, L. (1986). Critical criminology and the concept of crime. Contemporary Crises. 10: 63-80 

• Griffiths, C. (2018). Canadian Criminal Justice: A Primer. 6th ed. Toronto: Nelson Canada. Chapter 
1. 

• *optional: Christie, N. (2004). Crime does not exist (pp. 1-12). In A Suitable Amount of Crime. 

London: Routledge 
 

Week 2: System Orientation and Policing                                             January 16th and January 18th 

Criminal justice system operation. 

Police authorities. 

 

Readings: 

• Griffiths, C. (2018). Canadian Criminal Justice: A Primer. 6th ed. Toronto: Nelson Canada. Chapters 
2, 3, 4. 

 

Week 3: Policing (continued)                                                  January 23rd and January 25th  

  

 

 

Readings: 

• Griffiths, C. (2018). Canadian Criminal Justice: A Primer. 6th ed. Toronto: Nelson Canada. Chapters 
5-6. 

 

Week 4: Policing (continued)  and The Criminal Courts                       January 30th and February 1st  

 

 

 



February 6th: POLICY BRIEF ASSIGNMENT DUE (by 11:59pm). No class. 

Prosecution of criminal cases, legal representation, pre-trial detention, and release on bail. 
 

Plea bargaining, sentencing, and available sanctions. 

 Community corrections, cost, effectiveness. 

February 20th: Family Day. No class. 

February 21st - February 24th: Winter Term Break. No class. 

February 27th: Take home assessment. Due March 6th, 2023 by 11:59pm. No class. 

Imprisonment, cost, effectiveness, risks, security classification. 
 

Parole and conditional release. 

Barriers to prisoner re-entry. 

Readings: 

• Griffiths, C. (2018). Canadian Criminal Justice: A Primer. 6th ed. Toronto: Nelson Canada. Chapter 
7. 

 

Week 5: The Criminal Courts (continued)                                            February 6th and February 8th 

 

  

 

Readings: 

• Griffiths, C. (2018). Canadian Criminal Justice: A Primer. 6th ed. Toronto: Nelson Canada. Chapter 
8. 

 

Week 6: The Criminal Courts (continued) and Corrections                    February 13th and February 15th 

 

 

 

Readings: 

• Griffiths, C. (2018). Canadian Criminal Justice: A Primer. 6th ed. Toronto: Nelson Canada. Chapters 
9-10. 

 

Winter Term Break (No class) 

 

  

 

Week 7: Corrections (continued)                                                        February 27th and March 1st 

 

  

 

Readings: 

• Griffiths, C. (2018). Canadian Criminal Justice: A Primer. 6th ed. Toronto: Nelson Canada. Chapter 
11. 

 

Week 8: Corrections (continued) and Re-Entry     March 6th and March 8th 

 

 

 

Readings: 

• Griffiths, C. (2018). Canadian Criminal Justice: A Primer. 6th ed. Toronto: Nelson Canada. Chapter 
12. 

• De Giorgi, A. (2017). Back to nothing: prisoner reentry and neoliberal neglect. Social Justice, 

44(1), 83-120. 



 

What is the PVS and what does it do? Is it effective? 
 

Mental illness, substance use, and poverty. 

Indigenous justice. 

Challenges going forward. 

Critical criminology and envisioning an alternate criminal justice system. 

April 3rd: TERM PAPER DUE (by 11:59pm). No class. 

April 5th: Make up class if needed. 

 

Week 9: The Penal Voluntary Sector (PVS)               March 13th and March 15th 

and Select Issues in the Administration of Justice               

 

 

 

Readings: 

• Kaufman, N. (2015). Prisoner incorporation: The work of the state and non-governmental 

organizations. Theoretical Criminology, 19(4), 534-553. 

• Campbell, K. (2017). Miscarriages of justice in Canada: causes, responses, remedies. Toronto: 

University of Toronto Press. Chapter 1. 

 

Week 10: Select Issues in the Administration of Justice             March 20th and March 22nd  

 

 

 

Readings: 

• Moore, D. (2007). Translating justice and therapy: the drug treatment court networks. British 

Journal of Criminology, 47(1), 42-60. 

• Vogel, M., Stephens, K., & Siebels, D. (2014). Mental illness and the criminal justice system. 

Sociology Compass, 8(6), 627-638. 

• McGuire, M., & Murdoch, D. (2022). (In)-justice: an exploration of the dehumanization, 

victimization, criminalization, and over-incarceration of Indigenous women in Canada. 

Punishment & Society, 24(4), 529-550. 

 

Week 11: Activism and Resistance                                                       March 27th and March 29th 

 

 

 

Readings: 

• Griffiths, C. (2018). Canadian Criminal Justice: A Primer. 6th ed. Toronto: Nelson Canada. Chapter 
14. 

• Brown, M., & Schept, J. (2017). New abolition, criminology and a critical carceral studies. 
Punishment & Society, 19(4), 440-462. 

 

Week 12:                                                                     April 3rd and April 5th 

   

 

 

Every attempt will be made to follow this schedule, but it is subject to change at the sole discretion of the professor. 

 

Wrongful convictions. 



POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 

COVID 
As we continue to live through the pandemic there will undoubtedly be some unexpected turns. At this 
point, this course is scheduled to proceed in-person. This means you are expected to attend in-person 
live lectures. I will not be recording and posting my in-person lectures. Please consider this when you 
commit to this course. 
 
All students must adhere to all Queen’s University and Public Health requirements. This includes but is 
not limited to vaccination, masks, sanitizing and physical distancing requirements. 
 
 
GRADING METHOD 
All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks. The final grade you receive for 
the course will be derived by converting your numerical course average to a letter grade according to 
Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale:  

 
                                                              Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale 

Grade 
Numerical Course 
Average (Range) 

     A+ 90-100 

     A 85-89 

     A- 80-84 

     B+ 77-79 
     B 73-76 

     B- 70-72 

     C+ 67-69 
     C 63-66 

     C- 60-62 

     D+ 57-59 

     D 53-56 

     D- 50-52 

     F 49 and below 

 
 
LATE POLICY 

• You are expected to complete assignments on time.  

• You are expected to keep a back-up hard copy of your assignment in case it is lost.  

• All late submissions will incur a penalty of 5% per day (including weekends and holidays). This policy 
is in place for all assignments where extensions for accommodations/extenuating circumstances 
have not been granted. The cut off times for submissions are firm. If an assignment is due at 
11:59pm EST and the cut off time is missed, the 5% penalty will be applied unless you have a 
granted extension. 

• Submissions that are more than 5 days late will not be accepted unless they are accompanied by 
valid documentation of circumstances beyond the student’s control. 

• The penalty will run from the time the assignment is due until the time it is submitted in onQ.  



GRADE APPEALS 
We take the marking of assignments very seriously, and work diligently to be fair, consistent, and 
accurate. Nonetheless, mistakes and oversights occasionally happen. If you believe that to be the case, 
you must adhere to the following rules:  

• Wait at least 24 hours after receiving your mark/reviewing your test/assignment. 

• Carefully re-read your test/assignment, all assignment guidelines, marking guidelines, and the 
grader’s comments.   

• Meet with the grader to discuss your concerns. If there are enduring concerns, submit your 
formal appeal to the professor. 

• The grade must be appealed within two weeks of notification of the grade. For example, a mid-
term grade may not be appealed as a result of obtaining a lower than anticipated final grade.   

• Your written appeal does not need to be lengthy (ie., a few sentences) but you must specify 
concrete grounds for the appeal; e.g., an arithmetical error, or the examiner missing part of your 
answer.   

• A disagreement regarding the quality of your work or a vague feeling that you deserve a higher 
grade are insufficient grounds and will not be entertained. Please note that reconsideration of a 
grade is precisely that. There is nothing to prevent the grade being corrected in either direction, 
or from standing as originally set.   

 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION AND ELECTRONIC LEARNING TECHNOLOGY 
*If you have a question, you are strongly encouraged to speak with me after class. 

• Assignments will not be accepted via email.  

• All course communication should be conducted through your Queen’s email account. 

• All emails must include the course code (e.g., SOCY 388) in the subject line. 

• All emails should be signed with the student’s full name and student number. 

• Emails from students will generally be answered within 48 hours of receipt. I, however, do not 
answer emails after 5:00pm or on the weekends. Please do not send a second email until a 
minimum of 48 hours has passed (not including weekends).  

• Neither I, nor the TAs, will respond to any email questions after 5:00pm the day before any due 
date of any assignment or test.  

• Treat emails as you would any other professional communication.  

• Please review the syllabus and onQ before contacting the professor/TAs. 

 
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE 

• Students are expected to arrive on time.  

• Please turn off the sound on all electronic devices. 

• Laptop use in class is restricted to note taking. If used for other purposes in a way that distracts 
others, laptops will not be allowed in class. 

• Videotaping, photographing, and recording lectures is strictly forbidden without written 
permission from the professor.   

 
 
 
 
 



ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Academic Integrity is constituted by the six core fundamental values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect, 
responsibility, and courage (see www.academicintegrity.org). These values are central to the building, 
nurturing, and sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. 
Adherence to the values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of 
inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on 
Principles and Priorities http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-
priorities). 
 
Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic integrity 
and for ensuring that their assignments conform to the principles of academic integrity. Information on 
academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1 
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1), on 
the Arts and Science website (see http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-
integrity), and from the instructor of this course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, 
use of unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery and falsification, and are antithetical to the 
development of an academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, actions 
which contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions that can range from a warning or 
the loss of grades on an assignment to the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the 
university. 

Ignorance of these standards will not preclude the imposition of penalties for academic dishonesty.  

 
TURNITIN STATEMENT 
This course makes use of Turnitin, a third-party application that helps maintain standards of excellence in 
academic integrity. Normally, students will be required to submit their course assignments through onQ 
to Turnitin. In doing so, students’ work will be included as source documents in the Turnitin reference 
database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. 
 
Turnitin is a suite of tools that provide instructors with information about the authenticity of submitted 
work and facilitates the process of grading. Turnitin compares submitted files against its extensive 
database of content, and produces a similarity report and a similarity score for each assignment. A 
similarity score is the percentage of a document that is similar to content held within the database. 
Turnitin does not determine if an instance of plagiarism has occurred. Instead, it gives instructors the 
information they need to determine the authenticity of work as a part of a larger process.  
 
Please read Turnitin’s Privacy Pledge, Privacy Policy, and Terms of Service, which governs users’ 
relationship with Turnitin. Also, please note that Turnitin uses cookies and other tracking technologies; 
however, in its service contract with Queen’s Turnitin has agreed that neither Turnitin nor its third-party 
partners will use data collected through cookies or other tracking technologies for marketing or 
advertising purposes. For further information about how you can exercise control over cookies, see 
Turnitin’s Privacy Policy:  
 
Turnitin may provide other services that are not connected to the purpose for which Queen’s University 
has engaged Turnitin. Your independent use of Turnitin’s other services is subject solely to Turnitin’s 
Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, and Queen’s University has no liability for any independent 
interaction you choose to have with Turnitin.  

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integrity
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integrity
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy#policy.


COPYRIGHT OF COURSE MATERIALS 
All course material is designed for use as part of SOCY388 at Queen’s University and is the property of the 
instructor unless otherwise stated. Third party copyrighted materials (such as book chapters and articles) 
have either been licensed for use in this course or fall under an exception or limitation in Canadian 
Copyright law. Copying this material for distribution (e.g. uploading material to a commercial third-party 
website) can lead to a violation of Copyright law. Find out more about copyright here: 
http://library.queensu.ca/copyright 
 
 
STUDENT RESOURCES 
 
ACCESSIBILITY 
Queen's University is committed to achieving full accessibility for people with disabilities. Part of this 
commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for students with disabilities to ensure they 
have an equitable opportunity to participate in all of their academic activities. The Senate Policy for 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities was approved at Senate in November 2016 (see 
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateand
trustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf). If you are a student with a disability and think you may need 
academic accommodations, you are strongly encouraged to contact the Queen's Student Accessibility 
Services (QSAS) and register as early as possible. For more information, including important deadlines, 
please visit the QSAS website at: http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/. 
 
 
ACADEMIC CONSIDERATION FOR STUDENTS WITH EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES 
Queen’s University is committed to providing academic consideration to students experiencing 
extenuating circumstances that are beyond their control and are interfering with their ability to complete 
academic requirements related to a course for a short period of time, not to exceed three months. 
Students receiving academic consideration must meet all essential requirements of a course. The Senate 
Policy on Academic Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances was approved at Senate in 
April, 2017 (see 
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandt
rustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf). 
Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a consistent and equitable approach in dealing with 
requests for academic consideration for students facing extenuating circumstances. Arts and Science 
undergraduate students can find the Faculty of Arts and Science protocol and the portal where a request 
can be submitted at: http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations. Students in other Faculties and 
Schools who are enrolled in this course should refer to the protocol for their home Faculty. 
 
Students are encouraged to submit requests as soon as the need becomes apparent and to contact their 
Professor as soon as possible once Consideration has been granted. Any delay in contact may limit the 
consideration options available.  
 
 
QUEEN’S LEARNING COMMONS 
The Queen's Learning Commons provides resources, workshops and seminars, and one-on-one 
professional consultations for students who want to enhance or develop skills. Visit the main information 
desk in Stauffer Library for information on the QLC and how to access its services. 
https://www.queensu.ca/qlc/home  

http://library.queensu.ca/copyright
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/Academic%20Considerations%20for%20Extenuating%20Circumstances%20Policy%20Final.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations
https://www.queensu.ca/qlc/home

