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Sociology of the Body  
SOCY 403 | Fall 2022 

Wednesdays 11:30am – 2:30pm  
Mac-Corry A311 

 
Instructor: Tyler Anderson 
Email: tyler.anderson@queensu.ca  
Office Hours: Thursdays 10:30am – 12:00pm  
 
Course description 
 
This seminar course offers a critical examination of the body through the lens of feminist 
science studies. It observes the interdisciplinarity of this research area by bringing the 
body into view through a wide range of approaches (i.e. microbiological, medical, 
experiential, sociological, and more). The course considers some pressing questions 
regarding the body’s constitution, such as how does the body come to speak, and who 
speaks for it? Where does the body ‘begin’ and ‘end,’ and how are these boundaries 
enacted in real life? Through a critical perspective, we will examine how the body is a 
lively thing – formed in part by a community of microbial constituents as well as being a 
product of history, power and control. What the body ‘is’ in one scene is not necessarily 
what it ‘is’ in another, and as such, the course also considers some necessary socio-
philosophical questions surrounding meaning, agency, being, and the future.  
 
Learning outcomes and aims of the course 
 
To succeed in this course, students will demonstrate their ability to: 
• Define key concepts and identify important debates in feminist science studies in 
relation to the body.  
• Understand how experiences of embodiment vary through intersections of gender, 
race, sexuality, class, nationality, and ability. 
• Explore and challenge common-sense understandings of the body, and to describe 
how the body is enacted and ‘done’ in practice – in real life. 
• Apply course concepts to contemporary social justice issues relating to embodiment. 
• Critically engage with the literature through reading reflections and a final paper. 
 
Course overview 
This course is divided into overarching themes with three weeks dedicated to each.  
 
Theoretical foundations 
(W1) Introduction and theoretical foundations 
(W2) Thinking with Care and Figuring the Embodied Future   
(W3) Biosociality, Nature, Culture and Naturecultures  
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The Body and Power 
(W4) Epistemic foundations of race + ethnicity: Understanding biological racism 
(W5) New Reproductive Technologies (NRTs) and the Abject Feminized Body 
(W6) Disability, Truth-Effects, and Crip Theory 
 
Components and Techniques of the Body 
(W7) Blood, Flesh, and Frozen Stories  
(W8) Environments, Epigenetics, and the Microbiome 
(W9) Sexuality, Pleasure and Temporality  
 
The Body as Encapsulating and Enacting Better Futures 
(W10) Affect, Agency, and Capacity 
(W11) Restive Embodiment and Living-the-Body-we-Do  
(W12) Planet Earth: Extending Life, Agency, Feeling, and Consciousness beyond 
Human Bodies 
 
Grading Components 
 

Course Assessments Weight Due Date 
Participation and Discussion 
Questions 

30% Weekly/Ongoing 

Reading Response 1 20% A Friday @ 11:55pm chosen 
by you 

Reading Response 2 20% A Friday @ 11:55pm chosen 
by you 

Final Research Paper 30% December 2nd @ 11:55pm 
 
 
Participation and Discussion Questions 
 
As a seminar course, students are expected to engage each of the readings in any 
given week in order to participate in meaningful class discussion – which, as a seminar, 
is what this class is designed for. The assignments and overall assessment in this 
course are made to facilitate these outcomes.  
 
Students are asked to prepare two questions each week that will be based on the 
readings. They will be due Mondays by 11:55pm, two days before class. These will be 
submitted in the OnQ course page.  
 
The first question will be directed toward me, the instructor. They will allow me to 
establish a knowledge base for the class in order for us to all discuss the content 
together. When writing these, think about what you would like me to clarify. What 
concepts did you have difficulty with while doing the readings, what would you like 
explained?  
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The second question is oriented toward the entire seminar group and is intended to 
generate discussion. When writing these, think about what the reading made you think 
of. What specifically piqued your interest, and has it changed the way you’ve been 
thinking about something? Are there ideas in the material that make you think about the 
current moment? This question will be posed to the class and ideally, asked by you. It 
will require that you give the class some context for why you are asking the question (no 
more than a minute, it’s not a presentation), and be prepared for clarification questions.  
 
These questions will be marked out of 4 points each week. By the end of the course 
they will constitute 20% of your final grade. They will not be graded with difficulty, 
though if you cannot pose your second question in class, you will be expected to submit 
a paragraph-long breakdown of the question for full marks. If you do not/cannot attend a 
class, you will only be able to achieve a maximum score of 3/4 for that week. 
 
The final 10% of this assessment is dedicated toward the quality of your overall 
participation in the course. This is not limited to class discussion but can also include 
your attendance and participation in office hours and in our individual exchanges.  
 
Reading Responses 
 
Over the course of the term students will be expected to complete two out of a possible 
four reading reflections submitted as a written response. Each reflection will address 
and expand on one of the main course themes (Theoretical Foundations, The Body and 
Power, Components and Techniques, and Encapsulating and Enacting Better Futures). 
Each reflection will address minimum three of the assigned readings in a selected 
three-week period. Each reflection will be submitted as 1500 word (approximately 5-6 
pages), double-spaced written assignments.  
 
Students have the opportunity to write all four reading reflections (they are due on 
Friday at the end of every three week period). And in the event a student chooses to 
write more than two, only the two best responses will count toward the final grade.  
 
Final Research Paper  
 
At the end of the term students will be expected to submit a final research paper (3500-
4000 words, approximately 12-14 pages) that responds to a contemporary issue 
concerning embodiment. It will be up to you to decide your topic. A thesis or critical 
argument will be expected here. For this, students will be encouraged to address and 
incorporate ideas and discussions found in their summative reading reflections. 
Students are also encouraged to discuss their potential topics with each other through 
e-mail, group discussion and finally, will have it approved by me.   
 
More information about the Reading Responses and Final Paper will be provided in 
class and on the OnQ course page.  
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Submitting Assignments and Grace Periods 
 
Discussion questions will be submitted weekly in the course OnQ. There are submission 
tabs under each week for these. The Reading Responses and Final Paper will be 
submitted via the ‘Assignments’ section on their respective due dates.  
 
Important to note, there is a built-in Grace Period for the Reading Responses and the 
Final Paper. These will be formally due on OnQ by 11:55pm on a Friday. However, 
students will not receive a late penalty if they submit the assignment by the following 
Sunday at 11:55pm. Students do not need to let me know that they are using this Grace 
Period, and they do not need to apply for it.  
 
Students requiring accommodations longer than this must submit a request through the 
Academic Considerations Portal with the original due date recorded as the Friday. 
More on this process below.   
 
Grading 
 
All components of this course will receive numerical percentages. The final grade you 
receive for the course will be derived by converting your numerical course average to a 
letter grade according to Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale: 
 
 
 

Grade Numerical Course Average (Range) 
A+ 90-100 
A 85-89 
A- 80-84 
B+ 77-79 
B 73-76 
B- 70-72 
C+ 67-69 
C 63-66 
C- 60-62 
D+ 57-59 
D 53-56 
D- 50-52 
F 49 and below 
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Late Policy 
 
The late policy for the Reading Responses and Final Paper is 5% per day late (following 
the Grace Period). The late policy for Discussion Questions is 1 full point per day late. 
There is no Grace Period for the Discussion Questions.  
 
Course Materials 
 
There is no textbook for this course. All material including journal articles, book 
chapters, and media will be provided online through the course OnQ.  
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
 
You are responsible for all the information presented in lectures and for completing 
course readings beforehand. You should take careful notes when reading course 
material to assist you in discussion, and to help with your overall engagement. 
 
You are responsible for attending all classes, participating respectfully, and handing in 
assignments on time.  
 
Appeal of Grade 
 
Before moving to formal routes of appeal, you may appeal your grade to me by doing 
the following. If you are certain that there has been an error in your grade you must: 
wait at least 24 hours before getting in contact with me; carefully re-review the 
assignment instructions, any grading criteria, and my comments/feedback; send an e-
mail to me with examples from your assignment that show why you meet the criteria for 
a higher grade while specifically referencing the instructions, grading criteria, and my 
feedback. Appeals can result in a higher grade, lower grade, or no change. You have 
two weeks after receiving a grade to request an appeal.  
 
Copyright of Course Materials 
 
This material is copyrighted and is for the sole use of students registered in SOCY 403. 
The material shall not be distributed or disseminated to anyone other than students 
registered in SOCY 403. The material on the OnQ course page may be downloaded for 
a registered student’s personal use, but shall not be distributed or disseminated to 
anyone other than students registered in SOCY 403. Failure to abide by these 
conditions is a breach of copyright and may also constitute a breach of academic 
integrity under the University Senate’s Academic Integrity Policy Statement. 
 
Students may not circulate any recorded course sessions or create audio or video 
recordings of classes except for those students requiring an accommodation for a 



Anderson, Fall 2022    6 

disability, who should speak to the instructor prior to beginning to record lectures. 
Students creating or circulating unauthorized audio or video recording of lectures or 
class discussions violate intellectual property rights of the instructor and/or the teaching 
assistants and the Canadian Copyright Act. Students violating this agreement will be 
subject to disciplinary actions. 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Academic Integrity is constituted by the six core fundamental values of honesty, trust, 
fairness, respect, responsibility and courage (see www.academicintegrity.org). These 
values are central to the building, nurturing and sustaining of an academic community in 
which all members of the community will thrive. Adherence to the values expressed 
through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and ex-change 
of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on 
Principles and Priorities http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-
principles-and-priorities). 
 
Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning 
academic integrity and for ensuring that their assignments conform to the principles of 
academic integrity. Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and 
Science Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1 http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-
calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1), on the Arts and Science 
website (see http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academics/undergraduate/academic-integ-
rity), and from the instructor of this course. Departures from academic integrity include 
plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery and falsification, and are 
antithetical to the development of an academic community at Queen's. Given the 
seriousness of these matters, actions which contravene the regulation on academic 
integrity carry sanctions that can range from a warning or the loss of grades on an 
assignment to the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the university. 

Accommodations for Disabilities 

Queen's University is committed to achieving full accessibility for people with disabilities. 
Part of this commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for students with 
disabilities to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate in all of their 
academic activities. The Senate Policy for Accommodations for Students with 
Disabilities was approved at Senate in November 2016 (see 
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/poli
cies/senate-andtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf). If you are a student with a 
disability and think you may need academic accommodations, you are strongly 
encouraged to contact the Queen's Student Accessibility Services (QSAS) and register 
as early as possible. For more information, including important deadlines, please visit 
the QSAS website at: http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/ 
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Academic Consideration for Students with Extenuating 
Circumstances 
 
Queen’s University is committed to providing academic consideration to students 
experiencing extenuating circumstances that are beyond their control and are interfering 
with their ability to complete academic requirements related to a course for a short 
period of time, not to exceed three months. Students receiving academic consideration 
must meet all essential requirements of a course. The Senate Policy on Academic 
Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances was approved at Senate in 
April, 2017 (see https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-
consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy)  
 
Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a consistent and equitable approach 
in dealing with re-quests for academic consideration for students facing extenuating 
circumstances. Arts and Science undergraduate students can find the Faculty of Arts 
and Science protocol and the portal where a request can be submitted at: 
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations. Students in other Faculties and Schools 
who are enrolled in this course should refer to the protocol for their home Faculty. 
 
If you need to request academic consideration for this course, you will be required to 
provide the name and email address of the instructor/coordinator. Please use the 
following:  
 
Instructor/Coordinator Name: Tyler Anderson 
Instructor/Coordinator email address: tda@queensu.ca  
 
Course Schedule 
 
Readings under ‘Further Engagement’ are not mandatory but encouraged! They will be 
addressed in the lecture content.  
 
Part I: Theoretical Foundations 
 
Week 1: Introduction and Theoretical Foundations 
September 7th, 2022 
 
Readings:  
• Ahmed, S. (2010). Orientations Matter (pp. 234-257). In New Materialisms: Ontology, 
Agency, and Politics. Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 
• Mol, A., & John Law (2004). Embodied Action, Enacted Bodies: The Example of 
Hypoglycaemia. Body & Society, 10(2-3), 43-62. 
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Further Engagement: 
• Anderson, T (2022). A Selfie for the Anthropocene: Figuring the Body in an age of 
extinction. In P. Ballamingie & D. Szanto (Eds.), Showing Theory To Know Theory: 
Understanding Social Science Concepts through Illustrative Vignettes. Showing Theory 
Press. https://doi.org/10.22215/stkt/at16 
 
 
Week 2: Thinking with Care and Figuring the Embodied Future 
September 14th, 2022 
 
Readings:  
• Bellacasa, de la M.P. (2012). ‘Nothing comes without its world’: Thinking with care. 
The Sociological Review. 60(2) 197. 
• Stengers, I. (2017). Autonomy and the Intrusion of Gaia. South Atlantic Quarterly 116 
(2) 381. 
• Osmundson, J. (2022). On risk: What is there to fear? In Virology: Essays for the 
living, the dead, and the small things in between. 
 
Further Engagement: 
• Figuring by Maria Popova (2019) Vintage Books (a Division of Penguin Random 
House LLC) New York 
• Blackman, L. (2017). “Loving the alien”: a post-post human manifesto. Co-Editor of 
Subjectivity: Lecture given at ICA Miami, November, 2016 reproduced as part of the 10th 
Anniversary issue of the journal Subjectivity. Subjectivity. 10 13-25. 
 
 
Week 3: Biosociality, Nature, Culture and Naturecultures 
September 21st, 2022 
 
Readings:  
• Haraway, D. (2007) When Species Meet: Introductions (pp 3-42). In When species 
meet. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press. 
• Meloni, M., Williams, S., & Martin, P. (2016) The biosocial: sociological themes and 
issues. in Biosocial Matters: Rethinking sociologhy biology relations in the twenty-first 
century. Malden, MA: John Wiley & Sons 
• Federici, S. (2020). Remaking our bodies, remaking the world? In Beyond the 
periphery of the skin. Toronto, ON: Between the Lines 
 
Further Engagement: 
• Gane, N. (2006). When we have never been human, what is to be done?: Interview 
with Donna Haraway. 23:7-8 Theory, Culture & Society 135-158. 
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Part II: The Body and Power 
 
Week 4: Epistemic foundations of race + ethnicity: Understanding biological and 
scientific racism 
September 28th, 2022  
 
Readings:  
• Dryden, O. (2020). It’s In Us to Give: Black Life and the Racial Profiling of Blood 
Donation. In Until We Are Free: Reflections on Black Lives Matter Canada. Pp. 211-
224. Eds. Rodney Diverlus, Sandy Hudson, Syrus Ware. University of Regina Press. 
• Garner, S. (2010). The Idea of ‘Race’ and the Practice of Racisms. In Racisms: an 
Introduction. Los Angeles: Sage 
• Kauanui, J. (2008). Introduction: Got Blood?. In Hawaiian Blood: Colonialism and the 
Politics of Sovereignty and Indigeneity. Durham, UK: Duke University Press (1-36). 
 
Week 5: New Reproductive Technologies (NRTs) and the Abject Feminized Body  
October 5th, 2022 
 
Readings:  
• Preciado, P. B. (2016). Politically Assisted Procreation and State Heterosexualism. 
The South Atlantic Quarterly 115 (2) 405.  
• Burfoot, A. (2014). Revisiting Mary O’Brien: Reproductive consciousness and liquid 
maternity. Journal of Socialist Studies/Etudes Socialistes 10(1) 174-190. 
• Federici, S. (2020). Introduction. In Caliban and the witch: Women, the body and 
primitive accumulation. Brooklyn, NY: Autonomedia 
 

 
**READING WEEK NO CLASSES [October 11-14]** 

 
 
Week 6: Disability, Truth-Effects, and Crip Theory  
October 19th, 2022 
 
Readings:  
• Kafer, A. (2013). Ch 1 of Feminist, Queer, Crip. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University 
Press. 
• Fritsch, K. (2006). Blood functions: Disability, biosociality, and facts of the body. 
Journal of Literary & Cultural Disability Studies, 10(3), 341.  
 
Further Engagement: 
• Feely, M. (2016). Disability studies after the ontological turn: A return to the material 
world and material bodies without a return to essentialism. Disability & Society. 31(7) 
863-83. 
• Fritsch, K., Monaghan, J., and Meulen, E. (2022). Resisting the criminalization of 
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disability: Cripping disability injustice toward accessible decarceral futures. In Disability 
injustice: Confronting criminalization in Canada. Eds. Kelly Fritsch, Jeffrey Monaghan 
and Emily van der Meulen. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press. 
 
Part III: Components and Techniques of the Body 
 
Week 7: Blood, Flesh, and Frozen Stories 
October 26th, 2022 
 
Readings:  
• Fraser, S., & Valentine, K. (2006). Making blood flow: Materializing blood in body 
modification and blood-borne virus prevention. Body & Society, 12(1), 97. 
• Osmundson, J. (2022). On HIV and Truvada: An intimacy only I had earned. In 
Virology: Essays for the living, the dead, and the small things in between. 
 
Further Engagement: 
• Anderson, T. (under review). The Matter of Blood: Material and symbolic shades on 
multiplicity, enactment and being. In the edited volume The Gender of Things: How 
epistemic and technological objects become gendered. Eds. Aida Bosch, Maria Rentetzi  
• Blood: The Stuff of Life by Lawrence Hill (2013) House of Anansi Press Toronto, ON 
 
 
Week 8: Environments, Epigenetics, and the Microbiome 
November 2nd, 2022 
 
Readings:  
• Osmundson, J. (2022). On going viral. In Virology: Essays for the living, the dead, and 
the small things in between. 
• Jablonka, E. (2016). Cultural epigenetics. In Biosocial Matters: Rethinking sociology 
biology relations in the twenty-first century. Malden, MA: John Wiley & Sons. 
• Blackman, L. (2016). The new biologies: Epigenetics, the microbiome, and immunities. 
Body & Society, 22(4), 3. 
 
 
Week 9: Sexuality, Pleasure, and Temporality 
November 9th, 2022 
 
Readings:  
• Rubin, G. (2012). Thinking sex: Notes for a radical theory of the politics of sexuality. 
Deviations: A Gayle Rubin Reader. Durham: Duke University Press. 137-181. 
• Preciado, P.B. (2013). In Which the body of VD becomes an element in an 
experimental context (pp. 82-98). In Testo Junkie: Sex, drugs, and biopolitics in the 
pharmacopornographic era. New York, NY: The Feminist Press 
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Further Engagement: 
•Oullet, G et al. (2022). The judicialization of everyday life in quebec: Intellectual 
disability, sexuality, and control. In Disability injustice: Confronting criminalization in 
Canada. Eds. Kelly Fritsch, Jeffrey Monaghan and Emily van der Meulen. Vancouver, 
BC: UBC Press.  
 
Content warning: The Preciado chapter is an ethnography of a sexual encounter 
between the author and who they describe as VD. It may appear pornographic, 
depending on the reader. 
 
Part IV: The Body as Encapsulating and Enacting Better Futures 
 
Week 10: Affect, Agency, and Capacity 
November 16th, 2022 
 
Readings:  
• Shildrick, M. (2015). Staying alive: Affect, identity, and anxiety in organ 
transplantation. Body & Society, 21(3), 20.  
• Berlant, L. (2011). Introduction: Affect in the present. In Cruel optimism. Durham, UK: 
Duke University Press. 
 
Further Engagement: 
• Despret, V. (2016). C for corporeal: Is it all right to urinate in front of animals? In What 
would animals say if we asked the right questions? Minneapolis, MN: University of 
Minnesota Press.  
• Blackman, L and Venn, C. (2010). Affect. Body & Society 16(1), 7-28. 
 
 
Week 11: Restive Embodiment and Living the Body-We-Do 
November 23rd, 2022 
 
Readings:  
•  Federici, S. (2020). Colonization and christianization: Caliban and witches in the new 
world. In Caliban and the witch: Women, the body and primitive accumulation. Brooklyn, 
NY: Autonomedia 
• Snorton, C. (2017). A Nightmarish Silhouette: Racialization and the long exposure of 
transition. In Black on Both Sides: A Racial History of Trans Identity (pp. 139-176). 
Minneapolis; London: University of Minnesota Press. 
 
Further Engagement 
• Allen, J. (2022). An invitation. In There’s a disco ball between us: A theory of Black 
gay life. Durham, UK: Duke University Press. 
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Week 12: Planet Earth: Extending Life, Agency, Feeling, and Consciousness 
beyond Human Bodies 
November 30th, 2022 
 
Readings:  
• Maynard, S. & Simpson, L. (2022). On letter writing, commune, and the end of (this) 
world. In Rehearsals for living. Toronto, ON: Alfred A. Knopf Canada.  
• Di Chiro, G. (2008). Living environmentalisms: coalition politics, social reproduction, 
and environmental justice. Environmental Politics, 17(2), 276-298. 
• Barad, K. (2011). Nature’s queer performativity. Qui Parle: Critical Humanities and 
Social Sciences, 19(2), 121. 
 
Media: Political Concepts: Leanna Betasamosake Simpson • Resurgence (on OnQ) 
 
 
 
 


