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SOCIOLOGY 920 

Advanced Issues in Socio-Legal Studies: 
Contemporary Debates & Scholarship in the Sociology of Crime 

 Winter 2023  
 

Professor:    Dr. Stephen Baron 
Office:    D-417 Mackintosh-Corry Building 
Phone:    613- 533-2170 
Email:   barons@queensu.ca  
Office Hours: Mondays 12:00-1:00 PM Eastern Time (ET)  

  Fridays 12:00-1:00 PM (ET)  
  To make an appointment email: barons@queensu.ca     

  Classes:   Fridays: 8:30-11:30 AM Eastern Time (ET)   
    Location: Mac-Corry A309    
 
 
Description 
 
This seminar offers an overview of theoretical developments and empirical 
research in the sociology of crime. Each week we will examine readings that offer 
a combination of: (1) a definitive statement from an important theoretical tradition 
and (2) a critical empirical test of that theory. The principal goal of this course is 
to develop an understanding of the role of sociological theory and research in 
explaining crime. 
 
 
Format of the Course   
 
The class this semester is offered in an in-person format. This means we will be 
meeting in person all together at the same time. Our room for the seminar this 
semester is Mac-Corry A309 and the class will take place each Friday at 8:30 
AM-11:30 AM Eastern Time. These meetings will offer students an opportunity to 
meet with the instructor and classmates and to discuss readings.  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.queensu.ca/
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Objectives 
 

• The course will help you develop a more nuanced understanding of the 
dominant theoretical traditions in the sociology of crime. This knowledge is 
absolutely fundamental to teaching sociology of crime (or criminology) at 
the college or university level and to conducting original research in the 
area.  

• I will help you work through selected empirical pieces by some of the very 
best criminology & sociology of law researchers. As you develop your own 
research style, it is beneficial to see how others have translated 
propositions into testable hypotheses, devised appropriate methodologies 
to test them, and presented the results to diverse audiences.  

• The course will stimulate your thinking about questions at the intersection 
of social science and crime. These include how we produce our 
knowledge, its relevance to lives outside the academy, and the utility of 
sociological theories and academics themselves. Such big-picture 
considerations may help you to choose the level of abstraction at which 
you wish to work and the contribution that you can make as teachers and 
researchers studying the sociology of crime.  

 
 
Caution 
 
This course is not comprehensive. There are several definitive statements and a 
myriad of critiques and tests for many of these topics. To maximize the amount 
we can cover in a twelve-week term, I have selected work that I consider 
exemplary or at least representative. Nevertheless, there are areas and theories 
in the sociology of crime that we will not explore in this course.   
 
 
Course Requirements 
 
Seminar Presentations: Each student will be responsible to take the lead on a 
number of course readings. Students will be expected to make 3 seminar 
presentations worth 30% of their grade. The material for each presentation will 
be drawn from 1 of the articles that is to be covered in the class for a particular 
week on a particular topic. Students will be assigned the article for their 
presentations during the first meeting of the class (Jan 13).   
 
Format of the presentation: 
The article for the presentation can be obtained via the link provided on the class 
onQ page. The structure of the articles used in the class follow the same basic 
structure. They have an introduction, a theory section, a previous research 
section, a section on methods, a section on results, and a summary section. The 
task of the student includes summarizing and distributing a précis of the core 
reading prior to each class session. The précis is a detailed two-page single-
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spaced summary of the theory, data, methods, and argument of the reading. The 
student is also expected to take the article and create a presentation that would 
best communicate the information in the article to an audience of their peers. 
While communication style is important, the focus of the grading will be on the 
substance (organization, coverage of issues, the understanding of material, 
questions produced, discussion generated) of the presentation rather than the 
style.  
 
Beyond the information in the article, the student is expected to prepare at least 4 
open ended questions for a discussion subsequent to the presentation. These 
questions can explore issues raised in the article but can also go beyond the 
article. Note: The assignment here is NOT an article critique. The articles are 
chosen as examples of the area to help introduce us to the topic to begin our 
discussion.  
 
Seminar Participation: Students not presenting material will be expected to 
have read the material IN ADVANCE and participate in the class discussion. 
Evaluation of participation will be based on contributions to class discussions. 
Contributions can include: raising questions, commenting on theories and 
empirical findings raised in the articles, and answering the questions of 
classmates. These forms of class participation together will represent 15% of 
the student’s grade. 
 
Seminars are constructed in interaction. I will provide a brief setup at each 
course meeting and strive to provide an environment in which everyone feels 
comfortable participating, but responsibility for the seminar is borne collectively. 
This means that you must come to class prepared to discuss the readings 
(preferably with written comments and questions of your own) and to have 
considered how the course materials will affect your work. I deliberately kept the 
reading requirements to a manageable volume so that you will have more time to 
seriously engage the articles. 
  
 
Term Paper: Students will also be required to submit a term paper for this 
course worth 55% of their final grade. Following the theme of this course, the 
paper should focus on the theoretical causes of crime and deviance. Students 
are expected to choose a type of crime or deviance, either broad (e.g., violent 
crime/property crime) or more specific, (e.g., robbery/break and enter), and utilize 
a number of the theoretical perspectives reviewed during the seminars to explain 
their topic (3 is optimal). In doing so, students will be expected to link or integrate 
their chosen perspectives together to provide a more complete explanation for 
the behaviour being examined. This integration will entail the identification and 
reconciliation of contradictions in the logic of these theories. It will also require 
the identification of weaknesses various perspectives have and the integration 
should help to address these shortcomings.  
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You should also provide some information about the type of behaviour being 
studied. For example, what does car theft look like, how has this behaviour 
changed over time, and who is involved? Further, how do the patterns of 
behaviour under study link with the theoretical positions you are forwarding.  
Thus, your theoretical explanations, in addition to being logically sound, will also 
have to fit an empirical reality.  
 
In the term paper, there should be an introduction to your topic which will also 
outline what you intend to cover in your paper. You can then provide some 
empirical information about your chosen offense. You should then outline each of 
your theoretical perspectives in some detail (what you see as the strengths and 
weaknesses). You then begin the process of your integration. The paper should 
finish with a summary or discussion section.  
   
In writing your paper you should go beyond the readings in the class to 
incorporate a more substantive literature. Remember the class readings are 
merely examples to introduce us to some of our topics. While there is not a 
standard expectation in terms of number of sources (e.g., 15 sources) since I find 
this often restricts students’ performances, in a graduate seminar class one 
should strive to use as many sources as required to complete a high-quality 
paper. This is usually requires more than 15 sources. Further, the sources should 
be journal articles from sociology or criminology journals (see the range of 
journals used in this class for examples of appropriate journals) as well relevant 
books published by reputable academic presses (e.g., a University Press or a 
well-known commercial press). Encyclopedia articles, Wikipedia and blogs 
are NOT proper academic sources and should be avoided.  
 
Your paper should be between 20-25 double spaced pages (12 Font) with 1 inch 
margins and follow ASA formatting. For guidance see 
https://guides.library.queensu.ca/ld.php?content_id=36491781.  
 
The paper should be around 20-25 pages (12 Font) with 1-inch margins and 
follow ASA formatting.  Students will be expected to submit the term paper on 
April 10 by 8:30 AM Eastern Time on onQ.  A DEADLINE IS A DEADLINE.  
 

https://guides.library.queensu.ca/ld.php?content_id=36491781
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Policies 
 

• Students must complete all the course work in order to complete the 
course. Students will not be allowed to replace or supplement 
assignments with alternative or additional work. Late assignments will 
receive a ten percent per day penalty, including weekends. Delays 
regarding completing course assignments must be reported immediately 
to the professor.   

 
• I will only give ‘incompletes’ (extensions beyond the end of the course) in 

truly extraordinary circumstances. In almost every case, it is far better to 
turn in a "work in progress" than to delay your progress by taking an 
incomplete. Official written documentation is required for circumstances. 
 

 
 

All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks. The final 
grade you receive for the course will be derived by converting your numerical 
course average to a letter grade according to Queen’s Official Grade Conversion 
Scale:  
 
Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale 
 

Grade 
Numerical 

Course 
Average 
(Range) 

  A+ 90-100 
A 85-89 

 A- 80-84 
  B+ 77-79 

B 73-76 
 B- 70-72 

  C+ 67-69 
C 63-66 

 C- 60-62 
  D+ 57-59 

D 53-56 
 D- 50-52 

  
F 49 and below 
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Statement on Equity, Diversity and Inclusivity 
 
Queen's University recognizes that the values of equity and diversity are vital to 
and in harmony with its educational mission and standards of excellence. It 
acknowledges that direct, indirect and systemic discrimination exists within our 
institutional structures, policies and practices and in our community. These take 
many forms and work to differentially advantage and disadvantage persons 
across social identities such as race, ethnicity, disability, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, faith and socioeconomic status, among other examples. 
 
Land Acknowledgement  
 
Let us acknowledge that Queen’s is situated on traditional Anishinaabe and 
Haudenosaunee territory. We are grateful to be able to be live, learn and 
play on these lands.  
 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Queen’s students, faculty, administrators and staff all have responsibilities for 
upholding the fundamental values of academic integrity; honesty, trust, fairness, 
respect, responsibility and courage. These values are central to the building, 
nurturing, and sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the 
community will thrive. Adherence to the values expressed through academic 
integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" 
essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on 
Principles and Priorities). 
 
Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations 
concerning academic integrity and for ensuring that their assignments and their 
behaviour conform to the principles of academic integrity. Information on 
academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic 
Regulation 1), on the Arts and Science website, and from the instructor of this 
course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of 
unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery, use of forged materials, contract 
cheating, unauthorized use of intellectual property, unauthorized collaboration, 
failure to abide by academic rules, departure from the core values of academic 
integrity, and falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an academic 
community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, actions which 
contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions appropriate to 
the severity of the departure that can range from a warning or the loss of grades 
on an assignment to the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the 
university. 
 

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
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Issues of academic integrity that are particularly relevant to the course include:  
  

• Plagiarism   
o Please note that there have been issues in the past with 

unintended plagiarism in this course. Regardless of how and where 
you retrieve information, the principles of academic integrity apply. 
Please visit these helpful websites to help you make sure that you 
are able to write things in your own words: 
 https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding

-plagiarismcheating 
 https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-

plagiarism-paraphrasing 
 http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.htmlhttp:/

/writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html 

 

Copyright of Course Materials  
• Course materials created by the course instructor, including all slides, 

presentations, handouts, tests, exams, and other similar course materials, 
are the instructor's intellectual property. It is a departure from academic 
integrity to distribute, publicly post, sell or otherwise disseminate an 
instructor's course materials or to provide an instructor's course materials 
to anyone else for distribution (including note sharing sites), posting, sale 
or other means of dissemination without the instructor's express consent.  
A student who engages in such conduct may be subject to penalty for a 
departure from academic integrity and may also face adverse legal 
consequences for infringement of intellectual property rights.    

 

Turnitin  
 
Queen’s University has partnered with the third-party application Turnitin to help 
maintain our standards of excellence in academic integrity. Turnitin is a suite of 
tools that provide instructors with information about the authenticity of submitted 
work and facilitates the process of grading. Submitted files are compared against 
an extensive database of content, and Turnitin produces a similarity report and a 
similarity score for each assignment. A similarity score is the percentage of a 
document that is similar to content held within the database. Turnitin does not 
determine if an instance of plagiarism has occurred. Instead, it gives instructors 
the information they need to determine the authenticity of work as a part of a 
larger process.   
 
 

https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-plagiarismcheating
https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-plagiarismcheating
https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-plagiarism-paraphrasing
https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-plagiarism-paraphrasing
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html
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Accommodation for Disabilities 

Queen’s University is committed to providing accommodation for students with 
disabilities who are enrolled in any of its graduate programs. University 
administration, faculty, staff and other students are expected to support, to the 
point of undue hardship, all reasonable individualized and appropriate 
accommodation plans that preserve the program’s academic standards and 
adhere to the principles of academic integrity. 
 
Guiding Principles 
Queen’s University is committed to creating a community that respects the 
dignity and worth of all persons who seek to participate in the life, work and 
mission of the University and to maintaining a culture that is welcoming, 
accommodating and supportive of persons with disabilities. 
The essence of accommodating graduate students with disabilities is 
individualization and there is no set formula to be applied in developing 
accommodation plans. Each student’s needs are unique and must be considered 
afresh when an accommodation request is made. The University has an 
obligation to provide the most appropriate accommodation; that is, the 
accommodation that most respects the dignity of the individual with a disability, 
meets individual needs, and promotes integration and full participation. 
The University, under the Ontario Human Rights Code, is required to 
accommodate graduate students with disabilities to the point of undue hardship.  
It is important to recognize that inconvenience, potential negative reaction from 
faculty or other students, third party preferences, collective agreements or 
contracts are not considered in the test of undue hardship. 
 
Accommodations must preserve the academic standards and uphold the 
essential requirements of a program while adhering to the principles of academic 
integrity (see General Regulation Academic Integrity). Essential requirements 
refer to the knowledge and skills that must be acquired and/or demonstrated in 
order for a student to successfully meet the learning objectives and the degree 
level expectations of a course or program of study. 
 
Mediating individual accommodation requests takes into consideration a 
student’s disability and program-specific requirements. There can be no 
legitimate claim that academic standards would be compromised by requested 
accommodations unless it can be demonstrated that the provision of the 
accommodation would alter the essential requirements of a degree program. 
 
If you are a student with a disability and think you may need academic 
accommodations, you are strongly encouraged to contact the Queen's Student 
Accessibility Services (QSAS) and register as early as possible.  For more 
information, including important deadlines, please visit the QSAS website.    
 
 

https://www.queensu.ca/sgs/graduate-calendar/academic-integrity-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services
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SGSPA Protocol For Short Term Academic Considerations for 
Students in Extenuating Circumstances 
 

NOTE: Only a self-attestation will be required by way of documentation for all 
requests for academic considerations related to COVID-19 including absences 
up to 14 days. No additional or medical documentation is required for COVID-19 
related academic considerations and absences for up to 14 days (i.e., disregard 
3-day documentation requirement on form). 

Background 

This protocol is developed in response to the Queen’s Senate Policy on 
Academic Consideration for Students in Extenuating 
Circumstances (approved April 2017) and is intended to outline the general 
procedure for graduate students to request short term academic consideration 
when/if required. 

General 

Queen’s University recognizes that students may have extenuating 
circumstances that temporarily affect their ability to fulfill their academic 
obligations and requirements. 

Graduate students can request special consideration for extenuating 
circumstances that will have or have had an impact on an academic requirement 
or requirements. Such considerations might take the form of one or more of the 
following: a brief absence, a brief reprieve from coursework, research, or 
fieldwork requirements, an extended or deferred deadline, a modified schedule 
for assignments, labs, placements/internships, projects, or comprehensive 
exams, a deferred exam or project, an alternate assignment, a re-weighting of 
assigned marks, course withdrawal without penalty, or other consideration 
deemed appropriate by the instructor, supervisor or Departmental /Program 
Graduate Coordinator (“Graduate Coordinator”) or delegate. 

Extenuating circumstances include but are not limited to a sudden medical event 
or acute mental or physical illness, physical injury to self or significant others, 
bereavement, a traumatic event, or other serious personal/family crisis. 
Extenuating circumstances may also include officially representing the University 
at a sanctioned varsity athletics event (provincial, national, international 
competitions) or through an invitation to present or share research on a 
provincial, national or international stage as a distinguished guest. Extenuating 
circumstances do not include personal or family events (e.g., holidays, 
weddings), academic or exam stress, or transportation or ongoing technological 
difficulties. 

https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy-0
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy-0
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy-0
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Procedures: 

1. Graduate students request short term academic accommodation by 
completing the Request for Academic Consideration for Extenuating 
Circumstances (111kb-pdf ) and submitting the form and any required 
additional documentation to the Department/Program Graduate 
Coordinator (or delegate). 

2. The Graduate Coordinator (or delegate) shall make the decision to grant 
requests on a case-by-case basis and is responsible for following up with 
the requestor as soon as possible and no longer than 5 business days 
after receipt of the request. The Graduate Coordinator (or delegate) may 
consult with an Associate Dean of the School of Graduate Studies and 
Postdoctoral Affairs for advice. 

Please refer to the instructions outlined in these diagrams for a step by step 
guide through the relevant processes. 

If you need to request academic consideration for this course, you may be 
required to provide the name and email address of the instructor/coordinator. 
Please use the following: 
 
Instructor/Coordinator Name: Dr. Stephen W. Baron 
Instructor/Coordinator email address: barons@queensu.ca 
 
Notes: 

Academic considerations for students who have experienced sexual violence fall 
under this Senate policy. However in the case of differences in procedure, this 
Senate policy defers to the Policy on Sexual Violence Involving Queen’s 
University Students. 

Requests for academic consideration due to extenuating circumstances and any 
resulting consideration granted are based on the principle of good faith, wherein 
all parties are requested to assume that the extenuating circumstances are 
legitimate and that any considerations granted are deemed to be in the best 
interest of the student, taking into account academic progress and essential 
academic requirements and standards. 

Students receiving academic considerations must meet all essential academic 
requirements and standards of the program. 

The Senate policy applies only to academic activities of graduate students in 
their student role (e.g. classes, research, examinations and fieldwork), not in their 
employment role(s) (e.g. as Teaching Assistants/Fellows). 

This policy does not include students seeking academic accommodations related 
to a chronic or ongoing physical or mental health condition or an established 

https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/sites/sgswww/files/uploaded_files/SGS%20Request%20for%20Academic%20Consideration%20Form%20September%202019.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/sites/sgswww/files/uploaded_files/SGS%20Request%20for%20Academic%20Consideration%20Form%20September%202019.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/sites/sgswww/files/uploaded_files/Accommodations-SEPT%202019%20process%20%20flow%20charts.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/board-policies/sexual-violence-involving-queen%E2%80%99s-university-students-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/board-policies/sexual-violence-involving-queen%E2%80%99s-university-students-policy
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disability. Please refer to the SGS policy on Accommodation for Graduate 
Students with Disabilities. 

Students requiring a leave on medical grounds for 4 months or longer should 
apply for a medical leave of absence from the School of Graduate Studies and 
Postdoctoral Affairs. 

The use of this protocol and the related policy and procedures to provide false or 
misleading information or to delay or avoid fulfilling academic requirements 
constitutes academic dishonesty, and students will be subject to the University’s 
Academic Integrity Policy. 

There is no official change of enrollment status made for any student given 
consideration for a brief absence of up to 48 hours or academic consideration 
(for up to 3 months) for extenuating circumstances. Tuition and all due fees must 
be paid and any promised funding from awards must be provided if the student is 
otherwise eligible to receive this funding. 

Netiquette  
 
In this course you will communicate with your peers and the instructor through 
electronic communication. You are expected to use the utmost respect in your 
dealings with your colleagues or when participating in activities, discussions, and 
online communication.  
  
Here is a list of netiquette guidelines. Please read them carefully and use them to 
guide your communication in this course and beyond. 
  

1. Make a personal commitment to learn about, understand, and support 
your peers.  

2. Assume the best of others and expect the best of them.  
3. Acknowledge the impact of oppression on the lives of other people and 

make sure your writing is respectful and inclusive.  
4. Recognize and value the experiences, abilities, and knowledge each 

person brings.  
5. It’s ok to disagree with ideas, but do not make personal attacks.  
6. Be open to be challenged or confronted on your ideas and challenge 

others with the intent of facilitating growth. Do not demean or embarrass 
others.  

7. Encourage others to develop and share their ideas.  
 
 

https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/admission-registration/
https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/admission-registration/
https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/academic-integrity-policy/
https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/academic-integrity-policy/
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Required Readings 
 
The required readings for the course are listed in the onQ site.    
 
OUTLINE 
 
Week 1 (Jan. 13): Welcome: Introduction, Goals, Orientation 
 
 
Week 2 (Jan. 20): Rational Choice/Deterrence Theories  
 
Assigned Readings: 
 
Piquero, Alex R., and Greg Pogarsky. 2002. “Beyond Stafford and Warr’s 
Reconceptualization of Deterrence: Personal and Vicarious Experiences, 
Impulsivity, and Offending Behavior.” Journal of Research in Crime and 
Delinquency 39: 153-186. 
 
Mathews, Shelly Keith, and Robert Agnew. 2008. “Extending Deterrence Theory: 
Do Delinquent Peers Condition the Relationship between Perceptions of Getting 
Caught and Offending?” Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 45: 91-
118.  
 
Carmichael, Stephanie, Lynn Langton, Gretchen Pendell, John D. Reitzel, and 
Alex R. Piquero 2005. “Do the Experiential and Deterrent Effect Operate 
Differently Across Gender?” Journal of Criminal Justice 33: 267-276. 
 
 
Week 3 (Jan. 27): Social (Dis)Organization & Neighbourhood Context  
 
Assigned Readings:  
 
Vesey, Bonita M., and Steven F. Messner. 1999. “Further Testing of Social 
Disorganization Theory: An Elaboration of Sampson and Groves “Community 
Structure and Crime.” Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 36: 156-
174.    
  
Warner, Barbara D. 2007. “Directly Intervene of Call the Authorities? A Study of 
Forms of Neighborhood Social Control Within a Social Disorganization 
Framework.” Criminology 45: 99-129. 
 
Clear, Todd, Dina R. Rose, Elin Waring, and Kristen Scully. 2003. “Coercive 
Mobility and Crime: A Preliminary Examination of Concentrated Incarceration and 
Social Disorganization.” Justice Quarterly 20: 33-64.  
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Week 4 (Feb. 3): Social Learning/Differential Association   
 
Assigned Readings: 

Megens. Kim C. I. M., and Frank M. Weerman. 2012. “The Social Transmission 
of Peer Attitudes and Behavior Revisited.” Journal of Research in Crime and 
Delinquency 49: 420-443.  

Miller, Brooke, and Robert G. Morris. 2016. “Virtual Peer Effects in Social 
Learning.” Crime & Delinquency 62:1543-1569. 
 
Morselli, Carlo, Pierre Tremblay, and Bill McCarthy. 2006. “Mentors and Criminal 
Achievement.” Criminology 44: 17-43. 
 
 
Week 5 (Feb. 10): Classic Strain and Anomie Perspectives 
 
Assigned Readings: 
 
Hovermann, Andreas, and Steven S. Messner. 2021. “Institutional Imbalance, 
Marketized Mentality, and the Justification of Instrumental Offenses: A Cross-
National Application of Institutional Anomie Theory.” Justice Quarterly 38: 406-
432. 1-27.  
 
Konty, Mark. 2005. “MicroAnomie: The Cognitive Foundations of the Relationship 
between Anomie and Deviance.” Criminology 43: 107-131. 
 
Baumer, Eric P., and Regan Gustafson. 2007. “Social Organization and 
Instrumental Crime: Assessing the Empirical Validity of Classic and 
Contemporary Anomie Theories.” Criminology 45: 617-664.   
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Week 6 (Feb. 17): General Strain Perspectives 
 
Agnew, Robert; Timothy Brezina; John Paul Wright; and Francis T. Cullen. 2002. 
“Strain, Personality Traits, and Delinquency: Extending General Strain Theory.” 
Criminology 40: 43-72.  
 
Isom Scott, Deena A., and Jessica M. Groscholz. 2019. Unpacking the Racial 
Disparity in Crime from a Racialized General Strain Perspective. Deviant 
Behavior 40: 1445-1463.    
 
Slocum, Lee Ann, Sally Simpson, and Douglas A. Smith. 2005. “Strained Lives 
and Crime: Examining Intra-Individual Variation in Strain and Offending in a 
Sample of Incarcerated Women.” Criminology 43: 1067-1109. 
 
 
Reading Week (Feb. 24 NO CLASS) 
 
 
Week 7 (Mar 3): Control Theories  
 
Assigned Readings: 
 
Marcos, Anastasios C., and Stephen J. Bahr. 1988. “Control Theory and 
Adolescent Drug Use.” Youth & Society 19: 395-425.    
 
Wright, Bradley R. Avashalom Caspi, and Terrie E. Moffitt. 1999. “Low Self 
Control, Social Bonds, and Crime: Social Causation, Social Selection, or Both?” 
Criminology 37: 479-514.  
 
Burruss, George W., Adam M. Bossler, and Thomas J. Holt. 2013. “Assessing 
the Mediation of a Fuller Social Learning Model on Low Self-Control’s Influence 
on Software Piracy.” Crime & Delinquency 59: 1157-1184.   
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Week 8 (Mar. 10): Control Theories Continued  
 
Assigned Readings: 
 
Piquero, Alex R., and Jeff A. Bouffard. 2007. “Something Old, Something New: A 
Preliminary Investigation of Hirschi’s Redefined Self-Control.” Justice Quarterly 
24: 1-27.     
 
Schreck, Christopher J. 1999. “Criminal Victimization and Low Self Control: An 
Extension and Test of the General Theory of Crime.” Justice Quarterly 16: 633-
654. 
 
Nobles, Matt R., and Kathleen A. Fox. 2013. “Assessing Stalking Behaviors in a 
Control Balance Theory Framework.” Criminal Justice and Behavior 40: 737-762.      
 
 
Week 9 (Mar. 17): Gender and Crime 
 
Assigned Readings: 
 
Mason, W. Alex. and Michael Windle. 2002. “Gender, Self-Control, and Informal 
Social Control in Adolescence. A Test of Three Models of the Continuity of 
Delinquent Behavior.” Youth & Society 33: 479-514.      
 
Kaufmann, Joanne M. 2009. “Gendered Responses to Serious Strain: The 
Argument for a General Strain Theory.” Justice Quarterly 26: 410-444.   

Grasmick, Harold G., John Hagan, Brenda Sims Blackwell, and Bruce J. 
Arneklev. 1996. “Risk Preferences and Patriarchy: Extending Power Control 
Theory.” Social Forces 75: 177-199. 

 
Week 10 (Mar. 24): Labeling and Shaming   
 
Assigned Readings: 
 
Bernburg, Jon Gunnar, and Marvin D. Krohn. 2003. “Labeling, Life Chances, and 
Adult Crime: The Direct and Indirect Effects of Official Intervention in 
Adolescence on Crime in Early Adulthood.” Criminology 41: 1287-1318. 
 
Restivo, Emily, and Mark M. Lanier. 2015. “Measuring the Contextual Effects and 
Mitigating Factors of Labeling Theory.” Justice Quarterly 32: 116-141.  
 
Zhang, Lening, and Sheldon Zhang. 2004. “Reintegrative Shaming and 
Predatory Delinquency.” Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 41: 433-
453. 
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Week 11 (Mar. 31):  Race and Offending 
 
Assigned Readings: 
 
Unnever, James, D., Francis T. Cullen, and J. C. Barnes. 2016. “Racial 
Discrimination, Weakened School Bonds, and Problematic Behaviors: Testing a 
Theory of African American American Offending. Journal of Research in Crime 
and Delinquency 53: 139-164.    
 
Unnever, James D., and Cecilia Chouhy. 2022. "Black Males, Impulsivity, and 
Externalizing Behaviors: A Black Criminology Analysis." Justice Quarterly 39: 
642-671. 
 
Hautala, Dane, and Kelley Sittner. 2019. "Longitudinal Mechanisms Linking 
Perceived Racial Discrimination to Aggressive Delinquency among North 
American Indigenous Youth." The Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 
56: 694. 
 
 
Week 12 (April 7): No Class Good Friday  
 
*NOTE: Essay Due April 10 8:30 AM ET 
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