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Course Information 
SOCY 936 Gender, Islam and Modernity 

Semester: Winter 2023.  

Modality: On campus, in person 

Dates: 16 January 2022 – 10 April 2022 

Class times: Monday 2.30 
Location: Watson 207 
 

Instructor Information       

Name: Dr. Fauzia Husain 
Office address: Macintosh-Corry Hall, D426 
 
Office hours: Monday 1.00-2.00 pm and Wednesday 10.30-11.30 
Email: fauzia.husain@queensu.ca 
 
 
Contacting me: 
If you have any questions or comments, you can contact me via email. I hold in-person office 
hours on Monday 1.00-2.00 pm and Wednesday 10.30-11.30 
And you can also meet with me via Teams or Zoom.  

• Meeting policy: when you come to meet me, I ask that you prepare for the meeting by 
writing down what you wish to discuss. This is good practice for all your professional 
meetings and it’s a useful habit to develop in university. Having notes prepared will help 
you to remain organized and focused during our time together and will ensure that you 
cover all the points you wished to discuss with me. If you like, you can send me these 
points ahead of time via email.  

• Email policy: You can also ask questions, make comments, or share your thoughts with 
me via email. I will try to respond to email communications within 24 hours but please 
be aware that I have a lot of students and there will be times in the semester when I will 
be slowed down by the volume of emails.  

• I am endeavoring this semester to avoid responding to emails after 5 pm or on the 
weekends, so, please be aware that emails sent in the evenings or on the weekends may 
not receive immediate responses.  

 
 



Course description 
In an increasingly polarized global cultural landscape, gender arrangements (e.g., veiling) can 
serve as important signifiers of Muslim otherness. The figure of the veiled Muslim woman is 
just one of the tropes used to construct Muslims as resistant to “modern” values (for instance 
in Quebec and more recently in parts of India). Meanwhile in Muslim majority contexts, like 
Turkey, Indonesia and Pakistan, Muslims are engaged in sexual projects ranging from efforts to 
organize Pride to struggles to make religion more central in public life. Drawing on several 
recent theoretical frameworks (intersectionality theory, queer theory, feminist state theory) 
this course will explore the various ways that issues of gender and Islam intersect in modernity. 
In addition to important recent scholarly works, we will also look at films and TV shows (e.g., 
Ms. Marvel) as well as works by writers and artists from the Global South. Adopting a 
transnational focus, this course aims to not only highlight the diversity of Muslim experiences 
and contentions but also to consider the implications of this diversity for sociological thinking 
about gender, social change, and globalization. 
 
 
 
Land Acknowledgement  
Queen’s is situated on traditional Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee territory. We are grateful to 
be able to be live, learn and play on these lands. For more information, please go to Four 
Directions Indigenous Student Centre, Queen’s University 
 
Required reading/materials  
Articles will be available via OnQ. Books will be put on reserve at the library. 
 
 
Assignments  

Assignment Date of 
submission 

Weighting NOTES 

Attendance and 
participation 

Ongoing 
 

20%  

Book review 10 April 25% Book of your choice; 
must be related to the 
course. 
 

Annotated 
bibliography 

10 April 25% Pick a topic of your 
choice and create an 
annotated bibliography 
on it 

Memos x 3  
(10 points each) 

6 Feb 
6 Mar 
27 March 
 

30% Three times in the 
course of the semester, 
I would like you to 
submit a memo 

https://www.queensu.ca/fourdirections/
https://www.queensu.ca/fourdirections/


reflecting on themes 
covered in the class.  

 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Week 1         16 January 2023 

Introduction 
 
 
Week 2         23 January 2023 

Theoretical frameworks 

• Bhambra. 2013 The Possibilities of, and for, Global Sociology: A Postcolonial Perspective   
• Sehlikoglu, Sertaç. 2018. “Revisited: Muslim Women’s Agency and Feminist 

Anthropology of the Middle East.” Contemporary Islam 12(1):73–92. doi: 
10.1007/s11562-017-0404-8. 

Recommended 

• Schmidt, Volker H. "Multiple modernities or varieties of modernity?" 
Current Sociology 54.1 (2006): 77-97.                       

• Eisenstadt, S. N. 2001. Multiple modernities. Sociologia - Problemas e 
Praticas(35) (04): 139-163 

 
 
 
Week 3         30 January 2023 

Gender dynamics, classical works 

• Chapter 1. Fanon, F. ([1959] (1965). A dying colonialism. Translated from the French by 
Haakon Chevalier, with an introduction by Adolfo Gilly. New York: Grove Press. (requested 
scanned chapter). 
 

• Baehr, Peter. 2019. “The Image of the Veil in Social Theory.” Theory and Society 

48(4):535–58. doi: 10.1007/s11186-019-09357-1. 

 

• Preface and introductions. Fatima Mernissi (1987—revised edition). Beyond the Veil: 
Male-Female Dynamics in a Modern Muslim Society. (requested scan). 

 
Recommended  

• Sultana’s dream. Rokeẏā, Roushan, Jahan. Freedman, Estelle B. 2007. 

The Essential Feminist Reader. 1st ed. New York: Modern Library. 
• (scan requested) 



 
 
 
 
Week 4.           6 February 2023 

 
Globalization, Feminism and Islam 

• Elora Shehabuddin. 2021. Sisters in the Mirror; A History of Muslim Women and the 
Global Politics of Feminism. University of California Press  
 

 
Week 5         13 February 2023 

 
Islam and Masculinity  

• Shenila Khoja-Moolji. 2021. Sovereign Attachments; Masculinity, Muslimness, and 
Affective Politics in Pakistan  

 
Week 6         20 February 2023 

 
No class- family day 
 
 
 
Week 7         27 February 2023 

 
Intersectionality and Muslims in the West 

• Jeanette Jouili. Pious Practice and Secular Constraints: Women in the Islamic Revival in 
Europe (Stanford University Press, 2015) 

 
 
Week 8          6 March 2023 

 
Queer Muslims  

• Omar Kasmani. 2022. Queer Companions. Religion, Public Intimacy, and Saintly Affects 
in Pakistan. Duke University Press  

 
 
Week 9         13 March 2023 

 
Polygamy and Muslim Difference. 

• Melanie Heath 2023. Forbidden Intimacies Polygamies at the Limits of Western 
Tolerance. SUP 

 



 
Week 10         20 March 2023 

 
Islam, Gender and the State 

• Zahra Ali. 2018. Women and Gender in Iraq; Between Nation-Building and 
Fragmentation. Cambridge University Press  

 
Week 11         27 March 2023 

 
Race, Islam and gender 

• Sylvia Chan-Malik. 2018. Being Muslim: A Cultural History of Women of Color in 
American Islam. New York University Press. 

 
 
Week 12          3 Apr 2023 

 
Islam, Gender and Popular Culture 

• Sophia Rose Arjana. 2017. Veiled Superheroes Islam, Feminism, and Popular Culture. 
Lexington Books  
 

Week 13          10 Apr 2023 

 
Islam, gender and the media 

• Wazhmah Osman. 2020. Afghan Culture Wars: Brought to You by Foreigners, Warlords, 
and Local Activists. University of Illinois Press.  

 
 
 
 

 
Alternates: 
 

• Tabassum Fahim Ruby. 2019. Muslim Women's Rights. Contesting Liberal-Secular 
Sensibilities in Canada 

• Elizabeth Bucar's Pious Fashion: How Muslim Women Dress (Harvard University Press, 
2017) 

• Maria Rashid 2020 Dying to Serve. Militarism, Affect, and the Politics of Sacrifice in the 
Pakistan Army. Stanford University Press  

• Shabana Mir 2014 Muslim American Women on Campus. Undergraduate Social Life and 
Identity 

• L. L. Wynn and Angel M. Foster,'s edited volume Sex in the Middle East and North 
Africa (Vanderbilt UP, 2022) 



• Journeys Toward Gender Equality in Islam (Oneworld Publications, 2022) Ziba Mir-
Hosseini 

• Farha Bano Ternikar 2021 Intersectionality in the Muslim South Asian-American Middle 
Class Lifestyle Consumption Beyond Halal and Hijab. Lexington Books  

 

• Patricia Sloane-White 2017. Corporate Islam; Sharia and the Modern Workplace. 
Cambridge University Press  
 
 

Academic Integrity 
 
Queen’s students, faculty, administrators, and staff all have responsibilities for upholding the 

fundamental values of academic integrity; honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility and 

courage. These values are central to the building, nurturing, and sustaining of an academic 

community in which all members of the community will thrive. Adherence to the values 

expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and 

exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on 

Principles and Priorities). 

 

Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic 

integrity and for ensuring that their assignments and their behaviour conform to the principles 

of academic integrity. Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science 

Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1), on the Arts and Science website, and from the instructor 

of this course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized 

materials, facilitation, forgery, use of forged materials, contract cheating, unauthorized use of 

intellectual property, unauthorized collaboration, failure to abide by academic rules, departure 

from the core values of academic integrity, and falsification, and are antithetical to the 

development of an academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, 

actions which contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions appropriate to 

the severity of the departure that can range from a warning or the loss of grades on an 

assignment to the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the university. 

 

Copyright of Course Materials  

Course materials created by the course instructor, including all slides, presentations, handouts, 

tests, exams, and other similar course materials, are the instructor's intellectual property. It is a 

departure from academic integrity to distribute, publicly post, sell, or otherwise disseminate an 

instructor's course materials or to provide an instructor's course materials to anyone else for 

distribution (including note sharing sites), posting, sale or other means of dissemination 

without the instructor's express consent.  A student who engages in such conduct may be 

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity


subject to penalty for a departure from academic integrity and may also face adverse legal 

consequences for infringement of intellectual property rights.    

 
Resources for Students Support  
 
Queen’s University provides a number of resources to support you through barriers and 
obstacles. I have pasted information about some of these services below. If you need more 
information, feel free to email me and I will help you find the support you need. 
 

• Academic support 
o Information about getting academic support can be found at this link 

o Accessibility Services 
o If you find yourself faced with= an ongoing health concern, you can connect 

with Queen’s Student Accessibility Services (QSAS) to find help securing 
Academic Accommodations. 

To register, follow the instructions on the New Students to QSAS webpage.  

• 613-533-6000, ext. 77628  
• qsas.intake@queensu.ca(link sends e-mail)  

More information about safety, health, and resources for connection can be found here 

 

https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/student-services/campus-and-community-support-resources
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/student-services/campus-and-community-support-resources
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/student-services/campus-and-community-support-resources
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/how-register/new-students
https://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/new-students
mailto:qsas.intake@queensu.ca
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/student-services/campus-and-community-support-resources

