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SOCIOLOGY 275  
 THEORIES OF DEVIANCE AND SOCIAL CONTROL   

Fall 2022 
 
 
Professor:  Dr. Stephen W. Baron 
Office:  D-417 Mackintosh-Corry Building  
e-mail: barons@queensu.ca 
Phone: (613) 533-2170 
Office Hours: Mondays 10:30-11:30 AM Eastern Time (ET)  

Wednesdays 12:00-1:00 PM (Eastern Time (ET)  
Classes: Mondays 8:30-10:00 AM Eastern Time (ET) 
  Thursdays 10:00-11:30 AM Eastern Time (ET) 

Location: Ellis Hall Auditorium    
  

 
 
Course Teaching Assistants 
 
Teaching Assistants are available during office hours to help students with course 
content, essay assignment, and exam preparation. Please feel welcome to approach 
your TAs with any questions. 
 

Name Email Office Hours Office 
Location 

Jared Henry   20jakh 
@queensu.ca 

Tuesdays  
1:00-2:00 PM 

Mac-Corry 
D-418 

Alyssa Leblond  alyssa.leblond 
@queensu.ca  
 

Thursdays 
2:00-3:00 PM 

Mac-Corry 
C-501 
 

Shoshannah Lewis shoshannah.lewis 
@queensu.ca 

Mondays 
1:30-2:30 PM 
 

Mac-Corry 
D-410A 

 

mailto:barons@queensu.ca
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Course Description 
 
Sociology 275 is an introductory survey of the sociological study of crime and deviance 
and is concerned with the critical examination of the theoretical perspectives and 
empirical research bearing upon the explanations of, and reactions to, criminal and 
deviant behaviour.    
 
Course Prerequisites 
 
Every student in this course must already have credit in SOCY 122/6.0 with at least a 
grade of C-. This requirement is STRICTLY enforced by the Department. It is the 
responsibility of the student to ensure that their registration is in order. Grades will not 
be submitted for students who do not have the necessary course prerequisite.    
 
Required Textbook and Readings 
 

Frank P. Williams III and Marilyn D. McShane. (2018). Criminological Theory 7th ed. 

Pearson Education: Hudson, NY.  
 

John Winterdyk. (2016). “Measuring Crime and Criminal Behaviour” in Canadian 

Criminology 3rd ed. Pp. 46-69. Oxford University Press: Don Mills, Ont.* 

 

Sydney M. Hahlbeck and Anthony G. Vito (2022). “Adolescent Marijuana Dependence: 

The Role of Social Bonds and Social Learning Theory.” Journal of Psychoactive 

Drugs 54(1): 43-53. *  

  

*Available on OnQ 
 

The textbook is available in both paper and e-versions.  

 

Paper  

 

https://www.campusbookstore.com/textbooks/search-engine/results?Course=SOCY25206 

 

eText 

 

For those who prefer an electronic version, the link below takes you to a shopping cart 

that is preloaded with an eText.  You simply need to agree to the terms and complete 

the checkout process. 
 
https://www.campusbookstore.com/textbooks/access-code-search-engine 
 

https://www.campusbookstore.com/textbooks/search-engine/results?Course=SOCY25206
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.campusbookstore.com%2Ftextbooks%2Faccess-code-search-engine&data=04%7C01%7Cbarons%40queensu.ca%7Ca2e8717a1f2f4faa6d5c08d9a2e7e50e%7Cd61ecb3b38b142d582c4efb2838b925c%7C1%7C0%7C637719939839845888%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=F%2F2ye7beDYsgKEaGXcjAWaUoVwLfi%2FLqzA6R1pHI%2BKY%3D&reserved=0
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Format of the Course 
 
A this point in time the University anticipates that the class will be offered in person. 
This means you will be accessing lecture material in the class-room. The exams and the 
end of term quiz will also take place in-class and you will be submitting your assignment 
through the onQ page. The instructor will be available Mondays 10:30-11:30 AM ET and 
Wednesdays 9:30-10:30 PM ET for office hours. These will be in-person. To make an 
appointment for an individual meeting simply email: barons@queensu.ca to secure a 
place. Students may also request meetings outside of this time period by corresponding 
with the instructor via email.  
 

NOTE: If there is a change in University Policy about course delivery 
due to changing health concerns this will be addressed at that time.   

 

Course Announcements  

 

Throughout the course, I will routinely post course news in the Announcements section 
of the course homepage. I encourage you to actively check the course onQ main page 
for course announcements throughout the semester for reminders and additional course 
information or learning opportunities. 
 

Course Requirements 
     
The course requirements include 2 mid-term exams worth 25% each, a term paper worth 
30% and an end of term quiz worth 20%. For each exam and quiz students are responsible 
for both the required reading and the lecture material. The first exam will cover material up 
to the date of the exam (Weeks 1-4) and will be held on October 6. The second exam will 
cover everything from the first exam to the date of the second exam (Weeks 5-8) and will 
be held on November 10. The term paper is due October 27. The end of term quiz will be 
held on December 5 and will cover all the material since the second mid-term (Weeks 9-
12). The format of the exams and quiz will be multiple choice.  
 
The term paper will be a critical review of a journal article examining some of the major 
theories to be covered in class.  
 
Sydney M. Hahlbeck and Anthony G. Vito (2022). “Adolescent Marijuana Dependence: The 
Role of Social Bonds and Social Learning Theory.” Journal of Psychoactive Drugs 54(1): 
43-53. 
 
The article can be obtained through the link provided in the class onQ page.  
Details regarding the assignment are contained below.  

mailto:barons@queensu.ca
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SOCY 275: Theories of Deviance and Social Control 
Assignment: Article Review and Critique 

 
Due Date: October 27, 2022 10 AM ET Submitted to onQ 

 
Length 7-10 double-spaced type-written pages 

 
This assignment involves evaluating the applicability of criminological theory to explaining 
crime and deviance. To do this you need to examine a scholarly journal article and write a 
critical review. The article can be obtained through the class onQ page. The citation for 
article you review is: 
 

Sydney M. Hahlbeck and Anthony G. Vito (2022). “Adolescent Marijuana Dependence: 

The Role of Social Bonds and Social Learning Theory.” Journal of Psychoactive 

Drugs 54(1): 43-53.  
 

  
Your assignment should include a title page (include your full name, middle initial and 
student #), and a reference section. Use the ASA refencing style you learned in SOCY122. 
 
In an essay format your review should address the following issues: 
 
1. Do the authors define a research problem in the introduction of the article? 
 
2. Which theories are being examined? Compared to the way the theories were 
presented in class, or in your text, is the theoretical presentation comprehensive or are 
there important components missing? Do the authors provide additional components or 
extensions to the theories that are not covered in the text or class?    
  
3. Do the authors include other literature on past research examining the theories and 
the behaviour under examanination? If so, what are the established findings to date? 
What weaknesses do they identify in the past research that will be addressed in the 
current research?  
 
4. From the theories and literature do the authors derive any research hypotheses? Can 
you think of any others they might have created from the theories they are using and/or 
the past literature they provide?     
 
5. How was the study done: The type of data used (e.g., official reports, self-reports); 
how the data was obtained (e.g., how respondents were chosen, how the interviews 
were undertaken)? What is (are) the dependent variables(s) (the crime or deviance that 
the author is trying to explain—crime generally, robbery, using drugs)? Do you think the 
authors do a good job constructing the measure(s)? Are there any weaknesses with the 
measure(s)? What is/are the independent variable(s) (the things used to explain or help 
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us understand the behaviour)? Do you think the author does a good job of using or 
creating measures that accurately represent the theoretical concepts that are to be 
tested? Can you say anything about the whether there may be reliability or validity 
problems with any of the measures? Are there other factors that the authors include as 
control variables? Are there any other methodological issues that you can identify? Is 
there any information you think the author should have provided here that would help 
you better understand the study?   
 
6. Describe the major result(s) or finding(s) of this study. Do they support the theories? 
Are the results presented well?   
 
7. In the discussion section of the paper are the authors’ inferences or conclusions in 
accordance with the findings presented? Do the authors make claims that go beyond 
the findings? Do the authors attempt to explain those findings that do not fit the theories 
or do not emerge as important in explaining the behaviour under study? Can you think 
of anything the authors could have done to improve the discussion section? 
 
8. Do the authors make important suggestions for future research? Can you think of 
other suggestions for future research?   
 
9. In your opinion, what are the strengths/weaknesses of this research? Explain how 
you think it could have been improved? 
 
10. In your opinion, after reviewing this article do you think that this piece of research 
provides a valuable addition to the literature on the theoretical approaches examined? 
In your opinion, after reviewing this article do you think that these theoretical approachs 
help us to understand why people engage in deviance?  
 
Students will not be allowed to replace or supplement the assignment with 
alternative or additional work. Ten percent per day, including weekends, will be 
deducted each day, or part thereof, essays are overdue.  
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Students must complete all the course work in order to complete the course. Students will 
not be allowed to replace or supplement assignments with alternative or additional work. 
Any and all delays regarding completing course assignments and exams must be reported 
immediately to the professor. Approved excuses will permit make-up exams and a waiver of 
late penalties. In the case of a missed exam, the type of make-up exam is at my discretion. 
  
All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks. The final grade 
you receive for the course will be derived by converting your numerical course average 
to a letter grade according to Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale:  
 
Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale 
 

Grade 

Numerical 
Course 
Average 
(Range) 

  A+ 90-100 

A 85-89 

 A- 80-84 

  B+ 77-79 

B 73-76 

 B- 70-72 

  C+ 67-69 

C 63-66 

 C- 60-62 

  D+ 57-59 

D 53-56 

 D- 50-52 

  

F 49 and below 

 
 

Statement on Equity, Diversity and Inclusivity 

 
Queen's University recognizes that the values of equity and diversity are vital to and in 
harmony with its educational mission and standards of excellence. It acknowledges that 
direct, indirect and systemic discrimination exists within our institutional structures, 
policies and practices and in our community. These take many forms and work to 
differentially advantage and disadvantage persons across social identities such as race, 
ethnicity, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation, faith and socioeconomic status, 
among other examples. 
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Land Acknowledgement  

 

Let us acknowledge that Queen’s is situated on traditional Anishinaabe and 

Haudenosaunee territory. We are grateful to be able to be live, learn and play on 

these lands.  

 

Academic Integrity 

 
Queen’s students, faculty, administrators and staff all have responsibilities for upholding 
the fundamental values of academic integrity; honesty, trust, fairness, respect, 
responsibility and courage. These values are central to the building, nurturing, and 
sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. 
Adherence to the values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for 
the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the 
University (see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities). 
 
Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning 
academic integrity and for ensuring that their assignments and their behaviour conform 
to the principles of academic integrity. Information on academic integrity is available in 
the Arts and Science Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1), on the Arts and Science 
website, and from the instructor of this course. Departures from academic integrity 
include plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials, facilitation, forgery, use of forged 
materials, contract cheating, unauthorized use of intellectual property, unauthorized 
collaboration, failure to abide by academic rules, departure from the core values of 
academic integrity, and falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an 
academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, actions which 
contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions appropriate to the 
severity of the departure that can range from a warning or the loss of grades on an 
assignment to the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw from the university. 
 
Issues of academic integrity particularly relevant to the course include Plagiarism. 
   

• Please note that we have had issues in the past with unintended 
plagiarism in this course. Regardless of how and where you retrieve 
information, the principles of academic integrity apply. Please visit these 
helpful websites to help you make sure that you are able to write things in 
your own words: 

▪ https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-
plagiarismcheating 

▪ https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-
plagiarism-paraphrasing 

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-plagiarismcheating
https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-plagiarismcheating
https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-plagiarism-paraphrasing
https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-plagiarism-paraphrasing
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▪ http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.htmlhttp://writing

.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html 

Copyright of Course Materials  

▪ Course materials created by the course instructor, including all slides, 
presentations, handouts, tests, exams, and other similar course materials, are 
the instructor's intellectual property. It is a departure from academic integrity to 
distribute, publicly post, sell or otherwise disseminate an instructor's course 
materials or to provide an instructor's course materials to anyone else for 
distribution (including note sharing sites), posting, sale or other means of 
dissemination without the instructor's express consent.  A student who engages 
in such conduct may be subject to penalty for a departure from academic 
integrity and may also face adverse legal consequences for infringement of 
intellectual property rights.    

 

Turnitin  

 
Queen’s University has partnered with the third-party application Turnitin to help 
maintain our standards of excellence in academic integrity. Turnitin is a suite of tools 
that provide instructors with information about the authenticity of submitted work and 
facilitates the process of grading. Submitted files are compared against an extensive 
database of content, and Turnitin produces a similarity report and a similarity score for 
each assignment. A similarity score is the percentage of a document that is similar to 
content held within the database. Turnitin does not determine if an instance of 
plagiarism has occurred. Instead, it gives instructors the information they need to 
determine the authenticity of work as a part of a larger process.   
 

 

Accommodations for Disabilities  

 

Queen's University is committed to achieving full accessibility for people with disabilities. 
Part of this commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for students with 
disabilities to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate in all their 
academic activities. The Senate Policy for Accommodations for Students with 
Disabilities was approved at Senate in November 2016. If you are a student with a 
disability and think you may need academic accommodations, you are strongly 
encouraged to contact the Queen's Student Accessibility Services (QSAS) and 
register as early as possible.  For more information, including important deadlines, 
please visit the QSAS website.    
 

http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-accommodations-students-disabilities-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services
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Academic Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances 

 

Academic consideration is a process for the university community to provide a 
compassionate response to assist students experiencing unforeseen, short-term 
extenuating circumstances that may impact or impede a student’s ability to complete 
their academics. This may include but is not limited to:  

▪ Short-term physical or mental health issues (e.g., stomach flu, pneumonia, 
COVID diagnosis, vaccination, etc.)  

▪ Responses to traumatic events (e.g., Death of a loved one, divorce, sexual 
assault social injustice, etc.)  

▪ Requirements by law or public health authorities (e.g., court date, isolation due to 
COVID exposure, etc.) 

Queen’s University is committed to providing academic consideration to students 
experiencing extenuating circumstances. For more information, please see the Senate 
Policy on Academic Consideration for Students in Extenuating Circumstances. 
    
Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a consistent and equitable approach 
in dealing with requests for academic consideration for students facing extenuating 
circumstances.  Arts and Science undergraduate students can find the Faculty of Arts 
and Science protocol and the portal where a request can be submitted. Students in 
other Faculties and Schools who are enrolled in this course should refer to the protocol 
for their home Faculty. 
 

For guidance on submitting requests, please see refer to the Resource Guides 
available on the Academic Consideration website under “Applying for Academic 
Consideration.” 

N.B: The COVID-19 pandemic is an evolving situation. If you have symptoms or are 
deemed a close contact of someone with COVID, please access the COVID-Related 
Absence Reference Guide on the Academic Consideration website. This guide will 
provide you with information on applying for consideration, the types of documentation 
(including non-medical documentation) you can use to support your request, as well as 
insight into how the Faculty office will assess these requests.   
 

If you need to request academic consideration for this course, you will be required to 
provide the following name and email address to ensure it reaches our team 
accordingly: 

Instructor/Course Coordinator Name: Dr. Stephen W. Baron 
Instructor/Course Coordinator email address: barons@queensu.ca 

Students are encouraged to submit requests as soon as the need becomes apparent 
and to contact their Professors/Course Coordinators as soon as possible once 
Consideration has been verified. Any delay in contact may limit the Consideration 
options available.  

https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/sites/default/files/covid-19_reference_guide_-_033022_update.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/sites/default/files/covid-19_reference_guide_-_033022_update.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
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Please follow up with Dr. Baron using email within 3 days of receiving verification 
of your Consideration request.  

For more information on the Academic Consideration process, what is and is not an 
extenuating circumstance, and to submit an Academic Consideration request, please 
see website.  

 

https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
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SCHEDULE AND REQUIRED READINGS  
 
 
Week 1: Sept. 5    Introduction 
  
 
Week 2: Sept. 12  Definitions of Deviance/ The Organization of Deviance 
 

Williams and McShane: Chapter 1 “Introduction”   
 

 
Week 3: Sept. 19  Methods for Studying Deviance 

 
Winterdyk:   Chapter 3 “Measuring Crime and Criminal Behaviour” 

(Available onQ)   
 
 
Week 4: Sept. 26 Classical and Positive (Biological) Theories of Deviance  
 

Williams and McShane: Chapter 2 “The Classical School” 
    Chapter 3 “The Positive School”  

 
 
Week 5: Oct. 3       Social Learning and Social Control Theories  

 AND 1st Mid-Term (OCT. 6) 

 
Williams and McShane: Chapter 12 “Social Learning Theory” 

Chapter 11 “Social Control Theory”   
 
1st Mid-Term Thursday Oct. 6 at 10:00 AM ET. Mid-Term Will Cover All Reading 
And Lecture Material Up To And Including Classical and Positive Theories of 
Deviance      
 

 

Week of Oct. 10 Reading Week No Classes 
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Week 6: Oct. 17 Modern Social Control Theories and Social Disorganization       
     Theory (The Chicago School)  

 
Williams and McShane:  Chapter 14 “Modern Social Control Theory” pp.175-

178 
Chapter 15 “Control Balance Theory” pp.196  

     Chapter 4 “The Chicago School” 
 
 

Week 7: Oct. 24  Anomie Theory and TERM PAPER DUE OCT. 27 

 
 

Williams and McShane:  Chapter 6 “Anomie Theory” 
Chapter 14 “Modern Strain Theory” pp.174-175  
Chapter 15 “Institutional Anomie Theory” pp.196-197  
 

Term Paper Due Thursday Oct. 27 at 10:00 AM (Kingston). Submit to onQ. 
 

 
Week 8: Oct. 31   Differential Association Theory and Subculture  
       Theories  
 
 Williams and McShane:  Chapter 5 “Differential Association Theory” 

Chapter 7 “Subculture Theories” 
 
 

Week 9: Nov. 7  Theories of Gender  

    AND 2nd Mid-Term (NOV. 10) 

 
Williams and McShane: Chapter 10 “Gender Based Theories”  

 
 2nd Mid-Term Thursday Nov. 10th at 10:00 AM ET (Kingston). The 2nd Mid-
Term Will Cover The Reading And Lecture Material That Begins With   
Social Learning And Social Control Theory And Ends With Differential 
Association and Subculture Theories     

 
 
Week 10: Nov. 14   Theories of Race and Rational Theories  
 

 
Williams and McShane Chapter 13 “Rational Theories” 

 
 
 



 

 13 

Week 11: Nov. 21 Conflict Theory and Labeling Theory 
 

Williams and McShane: Chapter 9 “Conflict Theory”  
Williams and McShane:  Chapter 8 “Labeling Theory” 
 
 

Week 12: Nov. 28 Contemporary Theories of Process; Contemporary  
Integrative and Critical Theories 

 
Williams and McShane:  Chapter 14 “Contemporary Theories of Process” 

(except pp. 174-178 Material on Modern Strain 
Theory and Modern Social Control Theory)  
 
Chapter 15 “Contemporary Integrative and Critical 
Theories” (except pp. 196-197 Material on Control 
Balance Theory and Institutional Anomie Theory)   

 
  

Week 13: Dec. 5  End of Term Quiz Dec. 5th 

 
End of Term Quiz Dec. 5 at 8:30 AM Eastern Time (Kingston). The End of 
Term Quiz Will Cover The Reading And Lecture Material That Begins With  
Gender Based Theories And Ends With Contemporary Theories of Process 
and Contemporary Integrative and Critical Theories       
 
 
 
 

 


