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MPA 806 Analytical Tools for Policy Research
David Dewar, PhD

Email: david.dewar@queensu.ca

N/A (reach me on Zoom or MS Teams)
After class and by appointment

Phone: 613-715-9304

in-person
- 50% participation in class discussions and in-class assignments. Students are expected to come
to class well-prepared and able to make meaningful and insightful contributions to the class based
on the readings, and where possible, real-world experience.
- 50% group research design project. Students will develop an original policy research design of
20-25 pages, which will be due three weeks after the last class.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
The aim of this course is to provide students with practical tools for research in the fields of
policy-making and program administration, so that they can conduct original, empirical research and
intelligently critique the research of others. Through readings, discussion, exercises and guest
speakers, this course aims to develop knowledge and skills related to:
- The role of research in public administration and public policy
- Experimental, quasi-experimental and non-experimental research designs
- Leading quantitative and qualitative research methods
- The research function in the Government of Canada

COURSE TOPICS

Day 1: Introduction and the role of research in public administration (chapter 1)
Day 2: Modelling and the research question (chapters 2 + 3)
Day 3: Research designs (chapters 5 + 6)
Day 4: Measurement (chapter 4)
Day 5: Data collection (chapters 7 - 9)
Day 6: Data analysis (chapters 11 - 14)
Day 7: Communicating research findings (chapters 16-17)
SELECTED COURSE TEXTS & READINGS

The primary textbook is Gail Johnson, "Research Methods for Public Administrators",
2nd edition (Armonk: M. E. Sharpe, 2010) (available on Amazon and other retailers).
Case studies TBD will also be assigned and used in class exercises.
Additional on-line resources are available at the Research Methods Knowledge Base
(www.conjointly.com/kb).

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
Academic Integrity is constituted by the five core fundamental values of honesty, trust,
fairness, respect and responsibility (see www.academicintegrity.org). These values are
central to the building, nurturing and sustaining of an academic community in which all
members of the community will thrive. Adherence to the values expressed through academic
integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to
the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities
www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report- principles-and-priorities).
Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized materials,
facilitation, forgery and falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an academic
community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, actions which contravene
the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions that can range from a warning or the
loss of grades on an assignment or the failure of a course to the rescinding of a degree.
ACCOMMODATION FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
Students with physical and learning disabilities must contact the instructor as soon as
possible in order for accommodations/modifications for course expectations to be made.
Queen's University is committed to achieving full accessibility for persons with disabilities. Part
of this commitment includes arranging academic accommodations for students with
disabilities to ensure they have an equitable opportunity to participate in all of their academic
activities. If you are a student with a disability and think you may need accommodations, you
are strongly encouraged to contact Queen’s Student Accessibility Services (QSAS) and
register as early as possible. For more information, including important deadlines, please visit
the QSAS website at: https://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services

COPYRIGHT:
The link below provides copyright guidelines for students to familiarize themselves with the
Copyright Act of Canada:
https://library.queensu.ca/help-services/copyright-fair-dealing/copyright-guidelines-studentsand-users-library

