
 
 

 
 

The Isabel Announces 2026-2027 Season:  
“Celebrating Musical Traditions” 

A dynamic 12th season exploring the power of music to connect cultures, 
communities, and generations 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, April 30, 2026 

Kingston, ON … The Isabel Bader Centre for the Performing Arts at Queen’s University is proud to announce its 
2026–2027 season, The Isabel at 12 - Celebrating Musical Traditions, a vibrant and wide-ranging lineup that 
highlights the enduring and evolving role of musical traditions across cultures and genres. 

“I am delighted to welcome you to the Isabel’s twelfth season,” says Director Gordon E. Smith. “The vision 
behind Celebrating Musical Traditions builds on our commitment to the performing arts as a space for 
connection, collaboration, and community. In a world that continues to shift beneath our feet, live 
performance remains one of the few constants that has the capacity to bring people together.” 

Musical traditions permeate the Isabel’s five core series: Spotlight, Chamber Music, Piano, Baroque, and 
Friday Nights in the Recital Hall, alongside special events and community programming. Together, they 
offer audiences an expansive journey through classical masterworks, global traditions, and contemporary 
voices. 

Season Highlights 

The Spotlight Series showcases powerful and diverse programming, opening with the acclaimed Indigenous 
chamber opera Missing, a moving work by Métis playwright Marie Clements and JUNO Award-winning 
composer Brian Current. Additional highlights include the vibrant Mariachi Herencia de México, the high-
energy Swing Shift Big Band, and internationally celebrated countertenor Reginald Mobley. 

A major residency by the National Arts Centre Orchestra, led by violinist James Ehnes, will feature a 
performance of J.S. Bach’s complete Brandenburg Concertos. The series concludes with the Royal 
Conservatory Orchestra, one of North America’s leading training ensembles. 

The Chamber Music Series features six concerts with acclaimed ensembles including ensemble132, Trio 
Hochelaga, Cheng2 Duo, the Gryphon Trio with Rob Kapilow, the Pavel Haas Quartet, and a special 
performance by marimbist Ji Su Jung and violinist Timothy Chooi. 

The Piano Series welcomes celebrated artists Janina Fialkowska and Jan Lisiecki, alongside the 
internationally renowned Garrick Ohlsson and rising star Élisabeth Pion, Gold Laureate of the 2025 Honens 
International Piano Competition. 



In the Baroque Series, audiences will experience historically inspired performances by the Jupiter Ensemble, 
Leticia Moreno and Friends - Bach in the Americas, and the boundary-pushing ensemble Delirium 
Musicum. 

The popular Friday Nights in the Recital Hall series continues with intimate performances exploring 
Indigenous, South Asian, and Middle Eastern musical traditions, featuring artists including David R. Maracle, 
Keith Whiteduck, Bageshree Vaze and Vineet Vyas, and Sadaf Amini. 

Summer Spotlight Expansion 

New this season, the Isabel launches a Summer Spotlight Series, with three concerts beginning in June 2026: 
Schmaltz & Pepper, the internationally acclaimed vocal ensemble VOCES8, co-presented with Ottawa 
Chamberfest, and the National Youth Orchestra of Canada, showcasing the next generation of Canadian 
talent. 

Special Events and Community Engagement 

Additional programming includes: 

• A free performance of Missing 
• The return of beloved children’s duo Splash’N Boots 
• The Canadian League of Composers 75th Anniversary Piano Recital with John Burge 
• The Isabel and Alfred Bader Lecture in European Art, co-presented with the Agnes Etherington Art 

Centre 

The 2026–2027 season also continues the Isabel’s commitment to Indigenization and cultural inclusion, with 
multiple performances and events reflecting Indigenous artistic practices and perspectives. 

New Access Initiatives and Subscriptions 

A major new initiative for the season is the introduction of free tickets for all Queen’s University students 
starting September 2026, supporting accessibility and student engagement. 

For the general public, flexible, build-your-own subscription packages allow patrons to select four or more 
concerts: 

• 4+ concerts: Save 10% 
• 8+ concerts: Save 15% 

Subscribers receive priority access, flexible exchanges, and invitations to exclusive events. 

Subscriptions are on sale now, with single tickets available starting June 1, 2026. 

About the Isabel 

The Isabel Bader Centre for the Performing Arts is a premier venue dedicated to presenting world-class 
performances and fostering artistic innovation, education, and community engagement. 

 
 



APPENDIX: 2026-2027 SEASON LISTINGS 

(All performances at the Isabel Bader Centre for the Performing Arts, Kingston, ON) 

SUMMER SPOTLIGHT SERIES 
 
Jennifer Velva Bernstein Performance Hall 

• Schmaltz & Pepper — Monday, June 15, 2026, 7:30 PM 
• VOCES8 — Sunday, July 5, 2026, 7:30 PM 
• National Youth Orchestra of Canada — Thursday, July 23, 2026, 7:30 PM

 

SPOTLIGHT SERIES 
 
Jennifer Velva Bernstein Performance Hall 

• Missing — Tuesday, September 29, 2026, 7:30 PM (FREE) 
• Mariachi Herencia de México — Friday, October 30, 2026, 7:30 PM 
• Swing Shift Big Band — Saturday, November 28, 2026, 7:30 PM 
• Reginald Mobley with Baptiste Trotignon — Friday, February 26, 2027, 7:30 PM 
• National Arts Centre Orchestra with James Ehnes — Thursday, March 11, 2027, 7:30 PM 
• Royal Conservatory Orchestra — Thursday, April 29, 2027, 7:30 PM

 

CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES 
 
Jennifer Velva Bernstein Performance Hall 

• ensemble132 — Sunday, September 20, 2026, 2:30 PM 
• Trio Hochelaga — Sunday, November 1, 2026, 2:30 PM 
• Gryphon Trio & Rob Kapilow — Wednesday, January 13, 2027, 7:30 PM 
• Cheng2 Duo — Friday, February 5, 2027, 7:30 PM 
• Pavel Haas Quartet — Saturday, March 20, 2027, 7:30 PM 
• Ji Su Jung & Timothy Chooi — Friday, April 23, 2027, 7:30 PM

 

PIANO SERIES 
 
Jennifer Velva Bernstein Performance Hall 

• Janina Fialkowska — Sunday, October 18, 2026, 2:30 PM 
• Jan Lisiecki — Sunday, November 15, 2026, 2:30 PM 
• Garrick Ohlsson — Sunday, January 31, 2027, 2:30 PM 
• Élisabeth Pion — Sunday, May 9, 2027, 2:30 PM

 



BAROQUE SERIES 
 
Jennifer Velva Bernstein Performance Hall 

• Jupiter Ensemble — Tuesday, November 24, 2026, 7:30 PM 
• Leticia Moreno and Friends: Bach in the Americas — Thursday, February 18, 2027, 7:30 PM 
• Delirium Musicum — Friday, April 9, 2027, 7:30 PM

 

FRIDAY NIGHTS IN THE RECITAL HALL 
 
Principal Emerita Karen Hitchcock Recital Hall 

• Harvest Moon Celebration with David R. Maracle — Friday, October 2, 2026, 8:00 PM 
• Bageshree Vaze & Vineet Vyas — Friday, November 13, 2026, 8:00 PM 
• Keith Whiteduck — Friday, February 12, 2027, 8:00 PM 
• Sadaf Amini — Friday, April 2, 2027, 8:00 PM

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
Principal Emerita Karen Hitchcock Recital Hall 

• Canadian League of Composers 75th Anniversary: Past Presidents’ Piano Recital with John Burge — 
Sunday, September 13, 2026, 2:30 PM  

Jennifer Velva Bernstein Performance Hall 

• Isabel and Alfred Bader Lecture in European Art — Thursday, October 29, 2026, 6:00 PM (FREE) 
• Splash’N Boots — Sunday, February 21, 2027, 2:30 PM 
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For further information, please contact Alyssa de Hoop, Senior Marketing Officer, Isabel Bader Centre for the 
Performing Arts at a.dehoop@queensu.ca.   
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