
 
 

 
 

The Isabel Announces Extension of Gordon E. Smith’s  
Appointment as Director 

 
 
The Isabel Bader Centre for the Performing Arts is pleased to announce the extension of Gordon E. 
Smith’s appointment as Director for a further two-year term, effective July 1, 2026.  
 
Gordon has served as Director of the Isabel since 2022. During his tenure, he has led the planning and 
delivery of multiple seasons, including the highly successful 10th anniversary season and the current 
2025–26 season. Curated around the theme Extending the Rafters, this season draws inspiration from 
the Haudenosaunee tradition of building good relations and features 28 performances and events by 
local and internationally renowned artists, alongside the 2026 Bader & Overton Canadian Piano 
Competition.  
 
An ethnomusicologist in Queen’s University’s Dan School of Drama and Music, Gordon brings extensive 
academic and leadership experience to the role. He previously served as Vice-Dean in the Faculty of Arts 
and Science from 2013 to 2021, Interim Dean from 2016 to 2017, Associate Dean from 2006 to 2012, and 
Director of the School of Music from 2003 to 2006. His current research focuses on music and 
intersectional cultural and social practices in Mi’kmaw communities in Cape Breton Island, particularly 
in Eskasoni.  
 
Gordon holds a Bachelor of Arts, Master of Arts, and PhD in Musicology from the University of Toronto, as 
well as an ARCT diploma in piano performance from the Royal Conservatory of Music.  
 
The Isabel looks forward to Gordon’s continued leadership as the centre builds on its artistic vision, 
community relationships, and national profile.  
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For further information, please contact Alyssa de Hoop, Senior Marketing Officer, Isabel Bader Centre for the Performing Arts at 
a.dehoop@queensu.ca.   
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