
 
Cannabis Research Information Sheet for Researchers at Queen’s University 

 
On October 17, 2018, cannabis was legalized for recreational use in Canada. This has resulted in changes to federal and 
provincial legislation, as well as process changes for research involving cannabis. This information sheet can assist 
researchers in navigating the new legislation, regulations and Queen’s University processes involved with conducting 
cannabis research. 

 
 All Queen’s researchers that are conducting research with cannabis will need to obtain approval from the 

Department of Environmental Health and Safety (EH&S) prior to the initiation of cannabis research activities. Please 
refer to the EH&S website for more details or contact EH&S directly if you will not be working with human 
participants. 

 
 If your cannabis research will involve human participants and/or human biological samples, you must apply for 

ethics clearance from the appropriate Research Ethics Board (REB) at Queen’s University (GREB/HSREB) OR Clinical 
Trials Ontario (CTO) OR Ontario Cancer Research Ethics Board – (OCREB). The EH&S review is conducted 
independently from the human participant ethics review process for HSREB/GREB submissions; however the ethics 
office will try and facilitate EH&S review in conjunction with the ethics review process in TRAQ (Tools for Research at 
Queen’s). You will need to seek EH&S approval independently if you are using CTO or OCREB as the REB of record. 

o Affiliated Hospital Researchers may also need to seek departmental approval through the submission of a 
TRAQ DSS form. 

 
 If human participants will be given cannabis for research purposes, you must submit a Clinical Trial Application (CTA) 

to Health Canada for the purpose of conducting a clinical trial. You will also need to apply for a Cannabis Licence 
from Health Canada. 

o Please note that ethics clearance and a No Objection Letter (NOL) from Health Canada are required to 
obtain a research license. 

 
 If you will be purchasing, cultivating, analyzing, synthesizing or selling cannabis for research purposes, you need to 

apply for a Cannabis Licence from Health Canada and get approval from EH&S. 
 

 If your cannabis research involves animal models, please see Animals in Science at Queen’s for additional 
information and contact information. 

 
Helpful Links: 

 
 Queen’s University Secretariat and Legal Counsel Policy Regarding the Legalization of Cannabis 
 Cannabis Regulations 
 Cannabis Licensing Application Guide (Health Canada) 
 Cannabis Act 
 Experimental Studies Certificate (ESC) (Health Canada) 
 General Cannabis Research and Data Information page (Health Canada) 
 Fact Sheet (Health Canada) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cannabis Research Information Sheet for Researchers at Queen’s University v.2019OCT08 

https://www.safety.queensu.ca/
http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2018_chapter12-chapitre12.html
https://www.queensu.ca/urs/research-ethics
https://www.queensu.ca/urs/ethics/general-research-ethics-board-greb
https://www.queensu.ca/urs/ethics/queens-university-health-sciences-and-affiliated-teaching-hospitals-research-ethics-board
http://www.ctontario.ca/
http://www.ctontario.ca/
http://www.ctontario.ca/
https://oicr.on.ca/research-portfolio/ocreb/
https://www.queensu.ca/traq/signon.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/drug-products/applications-submissions/guidance-documents/clinical-trials/applications.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/drug-products/applications-submissions/guidance-documents/clinical-trials/applications.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/drug-products/applications-submissions/guidance-documents/clinical-trials/applications.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/businesses/topics/excise-duties-levies/apply-cannabis-licence.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/businesses/topics/excise-duties-levies/apply-cannabis-licence.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/businesses/topics/excise-duties-levies/apply-cannabis-licence.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/businesses/topics/excise-duties-levies/apply-cannabis-licence.html
https://www.queensu.ca/animals-in-science/
https://www.queensu.ca/risk-and-safety/smoke-free-queens/policies-regarding-legalization-cannabis
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/SOR-2018-144.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/industry-licensees-applicants/licensing-summary/guide.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/C-24.5.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/hc-sc/documents/services/drugs-health-products/veterinary-drugs/applications-submissions/ESC-Form_Final_CPAB-eng.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-medication/cannabis/research-data.html
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/hc-sc/documents/services/campaigns/27-16-1808-Factsheet-Health-Effects-eng-web.pdf
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